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Lift up your heads, O ye gates
And be ye lift up, ye everlasting doors,
And the King of glory shall come in.
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1. The Prophet and the Book

A strange and thrilling time was the Era of the
Restoration, when fifty thousand eager pioneers
left Babylon and set out across the desert for the
ruined country of Judea, there to build a Temple
and a homeland. Few of them had seen Judea
before; seventy years had elapsed since their
fathers had been taken captive to Babylon, fifty-
one since the Temple and city of Jerusalem had
been destroyed, and most of the returning pilgrims
had been born and brought up in Babylon and
knew of their ancestors’ homeland only by repute
and description. But now Babylon was fallen,
given into the power of Cyrus the Persian con-
queror, and Cyrus had granted leave to all of the
Jewish community in his new conquest to go back
to the land of their fathers and there restore their
Temple, their national worship, and some
semblance of their old-time communal life, requir-
ing only that they continue loyal to the suzerainty
of Persia. So they came, bearing with them the
sacred vessels of the Temple so ruthlessly
despoiled by the soldiers of Nebuchadnezzar half a
century ago, exhibited as trophies of conquest in
the Babylonish Temple of Marduk, and now
destined to stand in their rightful place and serve
their rightful role in the ritual of the worship of the
God of Heaven. No wonder they sang, as the
Psalmist says they did sing, on that arduous
journey “1 & $ %
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+ (Psa. 126. 1-2). No wonder they came into
the desolated land camped among the ruined
buildings of what had once been Jerusalem, seeing
around them, by the eye of faith, the glorious land
that was soon to be, and they themselves, the
people of the Lord, exalting Israel once again to a
place among the nations, mighty in the strength of
the God of Israel.

It was not long before the golden vision faded
and the old enemies of greed, indifference and
moral laxity asserted themselves. Commercialism
replaced sacrifice; the acquisition of property and
the building of houses attracted more attention
than the erection of the Temple of God. The com-

munity suffered accordingly. “ * "
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(Hag. 1. 4-9). Sixteen years it was since the
pioneers came to Jerusalem with such high hopes,
and this was all there was to show for it! No wonder
Zerubbabel, the governor of the colony, and
Joshua the High Priest, were ashamed as they led
the people in a great outburst of enthusiasm which
sought to rectify the wrongs which had been
allowed to develop.

It is at this point that Zechariah comes into the
picture. A much younger man than his fellow-
prophet Haggai. he had nevertheless shared in the
journey from Babylon and from the nature of his
prophetic visions shows that he must have known
much about life in that notorious city. Like
Haggai. he was possessed of a burning zeal for the
establishment in Judea of a true theocratic State,
and a certainty that all the Divine promises relating
to the coming glory of Israel must most certainly
come to pass. In this the two prophets were
markedly different from the Governor and the
High Priest, both of whom seem to have failed to
display those qualities of leadership and foresight
necessary for so great a purpose.

Zerubbabel had been appointed Governor of
the colony by Cyrus, responsible to him for main-
taining its loyalty to Persia. The appointment was
obviously a diplomatic move. Zerubbabel was the
legal heir and successor to Jehoiachin the deposed
King of Judah. He was probably in his early thirties
and does not seem to have been particularly distin-
guished. Joshua the High Priest was a grandson of
Seraiah, High Priest at the time of Jerusalem's
destruction, who was executed by Nebuchadnez-
zar; he was most likely a much older man. These
two figure largely in Zechariah's prophecy.
Zechariah himself was of the priestly tribe. He says
of himself that he was the son of Berachiah and
grandson of Iddo. From Neh. 12, 15 it is evident
that Zechariah was still alive in the days of Ezra
and Nehemiah some seventy years after the
Return, by which time he must have been of a con-
siderable age. Tradition has it that—unusually for
a Hebrew prophet—he survived and died peace-
fully in extreme old age and was buried beside his
old friend and colleague Haggai. His prophetic
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“We, brethren, as Isaac was, are the children of
promise. But as he that was born after the flesh
persecuted him that was born after the Spirit, even
so it is now. ”(Gal. 4. 28-29).

The favourite exposition of this verse is to the
effect that Ishmael “persecuted” Isaac at the wean-
ing feast recorded in Gen. 21. 8-11. The incon-
gruity of a fifteen-year-old lad “persecuting” a
young child is not easily realised when a theologi-
cal implication lies behind the situation and
requires to be justified. In fact the word “mock-
ing”, in the Genesis account, which gave rise to the
idea, has the meaning of light-hearted play or
“larking about”, as we would say, and this much
better fits the case of a teen-age lad and his baby
brother.

The word tsachaq occurs about a dozen times
and means lighthearted play or familiarity,
delighted laughter, sporting, jesting or levity with
companions. Thus “lsaac was sporting with his
wife Rebecca” (Gen. 26.8); Samson’s captors were
making sport at his expense (Jud. 16.25); Sarah
“laughed” at the promise of the birth of Isaac
(Gen. 21.6); Israel “rose up to play before the
golden calf (Exod. 32.6); Lot “seemed as one that
mocked””when he told his sons-in-law of the com-
ing doom of Sodom; Potiphar’s wife complained
that Joseph “came into me to mock me” (Gen. 39,
37). The idea of “persecution” is absent.

Abraham had already expressed his preference
for the older lad. ““Oh that Ishael might live before
thee”” he had said when the Lord told him that Isaac
was to be the heir. Sarah, jealous for her own son,
said scornfully “the son ofthe bondwoman shall not
be heir with my son, even with Isaac(Gen. 21. 10).
She claimed the advantage of the laws of Sumer,
the land of their birth, which gave the priority to
the son of the first wife, even though born later
than the son of the second, and the Lord supported
her.

In fact two much more momentous themes are
contained within this remark by St. Paul. In the
first place it should be noticed that in verse 24 he
says the story of Hagar and Sarah, of Ishmael and
Isaac, is, for his then immediate purpose, an
allegory; what he goes on to talk about is obviously
an allegorical application of the story. There are
two spheres in which the relation of Ishmael to
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Isaac in the allegorical field enshrine this idea of
“persecuting”.

In the first place, although all the O.T. evidence,
such as it is, goes to show that the literal Ishmael
and Isaac lived their lives apart without interfering
with each other and came together in friendly fash-
ion at the burial of their father, the same was not
true of their descendants. The tribes sprung from
Ishmael were often found amongst Israel’s foes
and at this very day their descendants as rep-
resented by various Arab peoples are Israel's bitter
enemies. This is one sense in which he that was
born after the flesh (Ishmael) persecutes him that
was born after the Spirit. Thiswill not always be so;
God told Abraham that He has a purpose for th”
sons of Ishmael also, and would make of them a
great nation dwelling in the presence of their
brethren of Isaac. We can expect a reconciliation
and unity in time to come which may seem most
unlikely today when one looks at the political
situation.

The other sense within the context of St. Paul’s
meaning concerns the relation between national
Israel “after the flesh” and spiritual Israel, the
Christian church, “after the 'SpiriFT'This was a
matter oFmoment in St. Paul’s own day. Natural

Israel, Jews under the Mosaic Covenant, bitterly ~

opposed the incipient Christian church and did all
in its power to arrest and thwart its growth. This
aspect is the one St. Paul had particularly in mind.
“Even so itis now’ he says; “We, brethren, as Isaac
was, are the children of promise” Although
opposed, persecuted and liable to be ensnared by
the “children of the bondwoman” he exhorts his
Galation readers to ‘Stand fast therefore in the

liberty wherewith Christ hath made usfree, and be\*

not entangled again with the yoke of bondage”
(Gal. 5. 1). Even here, of course, the “persecu-
tion” and the enmity is not to endure forever.
Again, in the coming Millennial Age, God has a
place and purpose for the natural House of Israel
which will bring them into harmony and amicable
relations with the spiritual House. The Church of
Christ in the heavens, and restored and purified
Israel on earth, will then be twin instruments in the
Lord’s hand for the conversion of the world and
the establishment of everlasting righteousness.

[—
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LANP OF L/iNO OF
ASSYRIA H/IVILM1

That land, said the ancient chronicler, was the
land known in his own times, 25th century B.C. as
the land of Nadu (Nod in the AV) on the present
coast of Iran to the east of his site for the Garden of
Eden, which is what Genesis says. The name
remains to this day in the name of its chief river,
the river Mand. A rugged, mountainous and inhos-
pitable country, it rises to heights of six or eight
thousand feet, with just a narrow plain through
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which the River Mand makes its way. A valley
about thirty miles by twenty is the only place where
Cain could settle and raise crops for the sustenance
of his growing family. Here the sons of Cain must
have eked out a meagre living; in the eighth gener-
ation they were miners, extracting copper and iron
from those same mountains, as men did in historic
times thousands of years later.
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happening. One of these was on the return of the
‘seventy’ (or was it seventy two disciples?). As the
disciples had gone around preaching and healing,
Jesus had seen the powers of darkness shaken and
realised that the conquest of evil was in sight. Luke
records that “at that time Jesus, full ofjoy through
the Holy Spirit said, | praise you Father, Lord of
heaven and earth . . . ” and again “Father, | thank
you that you, heard me” (John 11. 41.). It is
apparent from the accounts that Jesus need not
have made audible public praise, for communica-
tion with God was continuous from within. Yet so
that the disciples and the people around should
know what was going on, He spoke audibly in
prayer and thus the praise of God overflowed
among those who were with him in spirit.

The deep feelings are of another nature in the
next chapter when Philip brought the Greek
enquirers to him. The glory of the Father can only
be fully revealed in the intense suffering and death
of the days ahead. From this point onwards until
Gethsemane, He utters groans and questions, with
tears and sighs of intense agony. These are refer-
red to in Hebrews 5.7, “During the days ofJesus’s
life on earth, he offered up prayers and petitions
with loud cries and tears to the one who could save
him from death, and he was heard because of his
reverentsubmission .. This was learning obedi-
ence through what He suffered and attaining
maturity through agony of soul. In all these experi-
ences Jesus wanted only to know and to do the
Father’swill, so that God could be glorified in the
life and death of his Son. It is when we catch the
spirit of those glories and groanings, joys and
sorrows, for that one reason and purpose, the glory
of the Father, that we truly follow Jesus.

On one occasion the disciples went to Jesus
while He was praying and asked him to teach them
to pray (Luke 11.1). Do we need to learn to pray?
Surprisingly Jesus had already given them some
instruction in prayer during the Sermon on the
Mount. What prompted the question now? They
were aware that John the Baptist had taught his
disciples to pray and that it was the custom of the
Pharisees’teachers to do the same for their follow-
ers. They were also becoming aware perhaps that
Jesus’ approach to God was very different from
anything they or anyone else had ever been taught.

An examination of the parable of the two sons
(Luke 15. 11-32) gives us an insight into the way in
which we may first approach God. We, like the
prodigal son, come to our senses at last and realise
that we ought to seek our Father. It is one of the
most enlightening stories in the world. It teaches us

*1993

how the most derelict sinner may draw near to the
great Creator of the Universe, the majestic and
holy God. If coming to him so often with our every
want breeds contempt by familiarity then we need
to ponder his majesty and greatness. Our percep-
tion of him is almost certainly too small. Should we
not adopt the attitude and spirit of the prodigal
who was determined to go to his father and confess
his faults and admit that he hardly deserved the
lowest place in the household. At once the vision
changes and we see the outstretched arms of the
father wanting him to come home as a son. How
much that picture of God reflects the words of
Jesus to a sinful woman of Samaria—*“the Father
seeketh such™, to worship him not on a sacred
mountain or in a mighty temple, but anywhere, so
long as the searching is made without hypocrisy but
in sincerity and in reality.

The same attitude of heart and mind is shown in
Jesus’ other teachings about prayer recorded in
Matthew 6 and Luke 18. It is so easy for committed
disciples of the Lord Jesus, now, to think that the
religious leaders and pagans of the First century
were the only ones to have the wrong spirit con-
cerning prayer. When Jesus told the parable of the
two men praying in the Temple, He had in mind
also those who would believe on him because of
the message of the early disciples. Many a
Christian has silently prayed wishfully “dear Lord,
I give thanks | am not as that Pharisee”. There is
such a danger in the Twentieth century to believe
that we can enter the presence of God with feelings
of pride, of achievement and of self exaltation, to
the extent that we suffer from the sin of conceit in
our hearts and lives. If that is so, then we shall not
be ready for what follows in the teachings of Jesus,
northe model prayers ofMatt. 6. and Luke 11. The
primary principle of prayer is the hardest lesson to .
learn and is focussing attention upon God rather
than upon self. In the parable it is not the words of
the sons which are of paramont importance but the
words of the father. In the joy of reconciliation,
there is a gentleness in the rebuke of the father, not
of wrath and upraiding. His one desire was to have
the erring son back in the homestead, to restore
the relationship and renew the fellowship. The
story should be read alongside every passage in the
Old and New Testament which speaks of the wrath
of God. The question for the believer today is
“Have | truly come home?”—nhave I really entered
into the spirit of that home and have | discovered
the compassion and joy of that home? The Father
eagerly awaits his child, but the child may yet have
disappointed the Father.
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Handsome of person, tall and lean, thoughtful in
demeanour and a man of few words. That is how
the mediaeval Arab commentators of the Koran
described Jethro the Midianite—Shoaib as they
called him, surnamed Khatib al Anbiya, “preacher
of the prophets”. The Koran says it was he who
gave Moses the power to work miracles before
Pharaoh, and speaks with pride of the fact that he
was Moses’ father-in-law; pride, because Jethro
was not an lIsraelite, he was an Arab, and as an
Arab was used to play a prominent part in the out-
working purposes of God.

The Koran has not much else to say about
Jethro, and what there is has little value compared
with the much more detailed and life-like picture
LFgiven in the Bible. This hitherto unknown desert
sheik was destined to play a vital role in the prep-
aration of Moses for his memorable work as the
Leader of Israel in their journey to the Promised
Land.

The story commences forty years before the
Exodus, when Moses, becoming aware of Israel’s
need of a champion, had killed an Egyptian
taskmaster and in consequence was being hunted
by Pharaoh's officers. Somehow or other he must
flee Egypt and find refuge in some distant land
where Pharaoh could not find him. He got across
the frontier without being apprehended and found
himself on the Sinai side of the Red Sea where
forty years later all Israel was to cross with a mighty
deliverance. His first impulse was probably to
make his way to Canaan, two or three weeks’jour-
ney through sparsely inhabited territory, but he
would quickly reflect that Canaan was under
Egyptian influence and he might easily be detected
)or betrayed and taken back to Egypt. The alterna-
tive was to turn southward and plunge into the
mountainous terrain of Central Sinai. Even so he
must needs observe caution, for in that direction,
only forty miles from Mount Sinai itself, were the
copper mines of Serabit el Khadim, where astrong
force of Egyptian soldiery superintended the work
of the slave miners, and the high road to the mines,
always busy with travelling officials and convoys of
copper being taken to Egypt. Moses must have
made his way cautiously, perhaps travelling mostly
by night, until he was clear of the mines and well on
the way to the south.

So it came about that, seeking to put as great a
distance as possible between himself and Egypt, he
rounded the southern tip of the Sinai peninsula.

BIBLE STUDY MONTHLY 19
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climbed the mountain barrier which rears its peaks
five thousand feet in the air and divides Western
Sinai from Eastern Sinai, and then, looking down
from those heights, saw the place he sought.

They call it Sharm el Sheikh nowadays; since the
six-day war Israel has built a holiday resort there.
When Moses looked down upon the land he saw a
green plain something like fifteen miles long by ten
wide, bounded upon three sides by the mountains
on which he was now standing, and upon the fourth
by the blue waters of the Gulf of Akaba. A perfect
haven, he must have thought; cut off from the
world, far from Egyptian influence—he had come
nearly three hundred miles since leaving Egypt—
and an opportunity for his identity to be lost so that
Pharaoh would never hear of him again. Thank-
fully he made his way down the mountain slopes
into the grasslands and sat down to rest beside a
well.

It was there that the seven daughters of Jethro
found him—seven shepherdesses, come to draw
water for their father’s flocks. Once more Moses
found himself involved in a fight. A party of
shepherds jostled the girls out of the way in order
to get water for themselves; Moses intervened and
compelled them to desist. The seven went home to
their father full of their story of the Egyptian
stranger who had so chivalrously taken their part.
And Jethro, true to the traditional hospitality of
the Bedouin Arab, insisted that the stranger be
found and brought to his tent as an honoured
guest.

Jethro was a Midianite, and Midian was a son of
Abraham by his third wife Keturah. Nearly six
hundred years had elapsed since Abraham's time;
the descendants of Midian had grown into a
company of tribes inhabiting both sides of the Gulf
of Akaba, Sinai on the west side and Arabia on the
east. With some of these Midianite tribes Israel
was later to come into violent conflict and after the
settlement, in the days of Gideon, to win a notable
victory over them. It is evident, though, that here
in this remote corner of Sinai the little community
of which Jethro was the head had become more or
less separated from its brother clans and was lead-
ing a quiet untroubled existence undisturbed by
their fellows in the wider world. The fact that
Jethro is described in Jud. 1.16 as “the Kenite",
which in the Hebrew is "of Kain", shows that he
had a forebear named Kain who gave his name to
this sub-division of the Midianite people. The
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God had promised a new Covenant, one that
would succeed where the old one had failed, one
that would take away the stony hearts of Israel and
give them hearts of flesh, one under which every
man would know the Lord and sit under his own
vine and fig-tree with none to make him afraid.
And now Jesus had told them that in his own
Person He was about to make that new Covenant
possible by the offering of his life to God, just as
the blessings of the Old Covenant were made pos-
sible by the offering of a sacrificial bullock to God.
The day had not come, even when Jesus spoke, for
that New Covenant to go into operation. Sin must
reign unchecked yet for a season. The stony hearts
could not yet be turned into hearts of flesh, nor the
pure language be heard on the lips of the people.
But the offering had been poured out “for sin”
(Isa. 53. 10). For three and a half years had the
anti-typical bullock lain on the altar, its blood
covering the mercy-seat which is in Heaven itself,
mute testimony to the loving devotion of that Son
who had said & "  * % *

. ! * ! r"'D/

(Heb. 10. 7). But even with the final consuming of
that offering the time had not come. Although
those early believers knew it not, sin was to con-
tinue yet for another two thousand years the while
the offering continued. “Drink ve, all of it” the
Master had said. Slowly the realisation filtered into
each mind that they, too, were called to devote
their lives’ best endeavours, their abilities, their
talents, their resources, al! that they had and were,
to this same laying down of life because of the
world’s sir! and the world’s need of reconciliation
from that sin.

What wonder then that in after days Paul told
them that God had made them *“able ministers of
the New Covenant” (2 Cor. 3. 6)? They were to
stand as representatives and ambassadors of that
new order of things which was to be instituted at
their Lord’s return. More, they themselves were,
by their devotion to and association with their
Master, to be joined with him in the grand future
work of writing Divine law in the hearts of men. By
virtue of this mystic ceremony they had become
separated from all that was of the world and were

“The teachings of Jesus do not have the appear-
ance of a fresh philosophical theory or of a new
truth, Kkindling in him a constant surprise and
intensity. It seems rather like unconscious know-
ledge. He speaks of the great invisible world as if it
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now - ! [ |

D H They were a company of
brethren, looking forward to a life of sacrificial ser-
vice until their Lord should come, and then to the
ministerial duties of that New' Covenant under
which Israel, and not Israel only, but the whole
world of man, are to receive the Divine blessing of
life.

So that brave-hearted brotherhood stepped
out—into the unknown. It was on the promises of
God that they took their stand, and in full assur-
ance of faith that they challenged the world with
their witness, it was not long before dark storms
began to rage against them—the arrest of Peter
and the anxious time when the Church, gathered
together, made prayer unceasingly on his behalf
(Acts 12); the trial and martyrdom of Stephen
(Acts 7); the menace of Saul of Tarsus, and finally,
the fearful catastrophe of A.D. 70, when the
armies of Rome encompassed Jerusalem and the
ageing men and women who had been youths and
maidens when Peter preached his Pentecostal ser-
mon hurried quickly out of the doomed city and
across Jordan to Pella. They remembered the
Master’s prophetic words, told them by their
fathers in the faith, -1 *

* ot M
+ *

* / (Luke 21. 21). And
when they returned, Jerusalem was no more. The
alien had destroyed the city and the sanctuary, and
nothing was ever the same again.

But in the hearts of those whose faith had sur-
vived even that crowning disaster there burned still
the passionate hope -3 ! * 4/ They
waited still, and year by year continually, as old
age crept upon each one of the fast diminishing
brotherhood, they comforted one another with the
sure and certain knowledge of the things they had
learned in past and happier days, and talked of that
Jesus Who had walked with and taught them forty
years before. And year by year continually, as they
gathered together to keep the feast, shaking hands
held the cup, and quavering voices repeated, in
tones of certainty and triumph, the thrilling words
- 3 *4)

had always lain before him and, as familiarly. as to
us stretches out the landscape which we have seen
since our birth. The assertion of a future state is
scarcely to be met with in his teachings: the
assumption of it pervades them”.

3 1
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“principal plant”. Ellicott suggests that - #
#*/ here is a corruption of - */ which
means black, and this supposition if accepted
creates a harmony between these horses and those
of the later vision in chapter 6, which lends
support. On the assumption that this conclusion is
justified there is a certain fitness in the colours.
The red horses picture the Assyrian power, the
first to exile Israel from the land and carry them
away - 0 red is the colour of blood
and hence a symbol of war, and Assyria more than
the others waged frightful and unrelenting war in
the pursuit of its ends. The black horses picture
Babylon, the next nation to enslave Israel. The
Babylonians were not so outrageously cruel as the
Assyrians; they waged war only for the attainment
of their object and Israel’s bondage to them was
characterised more by the hopelessness of captiv-
ity in a strange land without hope of release. The
blackness of death was a fitting symbol of Baby-
lonian bondage. - %

! borgtr 1o x> 6

(Psa. 137. 1). In contrast to that, the Persian rule
which succeeded Babylon was one of tolerance and
favour, opportunity for the exiles to return and
rebuild their homeland. Hence the white horses
fitly indicate Persia.

Now the wanderers have returned to the home-
land. They stand among the myrtle trees, and with
them is their princely champion, the Angel of
Jehovah, himself riding a red horse. He also has
come forth for war, but in his case it is war for the
deliverance of the oppressed people. They have
someone to plead their cause before God and to
lead them unto victory. This is not the first time
that the Old Testament hints at an other-worldly
power pledged to the defence and triumph of
Israel. Joshua, contemplating his plans for the con-
quest of the Promised Land, was met by a celestial
visitant, a soldier with drawn sword, who told him

$ & * 1 */

(Josh 5.13-14). In the days of Hezekiah the Angel
of Jehovah appeared in the night and decimated
the Assyrian army (2 Kings 19.25). In the last great
conflict, said the revealing angel to Daniel,
Michael the great prince will stand up to deliver
Israel and bring the evil powers to an end (Dan. 12.
1) and Michael here is but a cover name for the
Angel of Jehovah. His true identity is made known
in the Book of Revelation, where in chapter 19 the
Heavenly Rider appears to make short work of the
armies of evil, and reveals his name; the Word of
God! Here in Zechariah, then, the Angel of
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Jehovah is the Divine & later to be
personified on earth as Jesus Christ the Son of
God, here pictured as superintending the regather-
ing of Israel and the overthrow of Israel’s enemies.
In all of this there is a vivid foreview of a greater
regathering and a greater overthrow when this
same Divine Word, - * /' is revealed
in the power of his Second Advent for the world’s
deliverance.

The Angel of Jehovah cried to the Lord for an
end to Israel’s exile and suffering; the answer
came, not to him but to the revealing angel with a
message for the prophet. - &

0 *[ * 6 !

[ / (“jealousy” in the O.T. has the mean-
mg for which we now use the word “zeal”) +++

*' * P
$ S $
& x 6 "
% (ch. 1 13-17).

Here is the basic promise. The people shall be
restored and lIsrael shall rise again. The national
enthusiasm aroused by this message did indeed
have the effect of creating a revived Jewish State,
even though subject to Gentile rule, for a few cen-
turies, but eventually the heavy hand of the
oppressor came down upon them again. The prom-
ise had only a limited fulfilment, for the people
were not yet ready for their high destiny.

- $ * | "

/ (ch. 1 18). These were most likely
representations of the horns of bulls, used so often
in the Scriptures as metaphors for the idea of
power or brute force, and by extension of ideas to
denote, prophetically, earthly powers or king-
doms. Thus - O(Jer. 48.
25) denoting the end of Moab as a nation; there are
many similar instances. The angel explained the
horns as symbolising the powers - % M

" */ (ch. 1 19).
Immediately behind the horns came four - $ M

/[ (AV.). The Hebrew word means any
craftsman or worker whether in wood, metal or
stone; perhaps “craftsmen” is the happiest render-
ing since nothing is said as to whether they were
carpenters, blacksmiths or stonemasons. Whereas
the horns pictured the earthly powers which had
desolated Israel, the craftsmen, said the angel,
represented a further power which was to destroy
the horns - ! % M

* $ 0

[ (the craftsmen) - * *!

/ (ch. 1. 21). This
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word “fray” is rendered by most modern trans-
lators to terrify or frighten; “fray” in modern
English means to rub or file down or to wear
away, but in mediaeval English and therefore in the
A.V. it meant to terrify or affright, and is the root
of our modern words “afraid” and “affray”. It is
tempting to think of the four horns finding reality
in the four empires which held Israel in thrall,
Babylon, Persia, Greece and Rome, but in such
case there would need to be found four individual
powers to act as their conquerors. It might well be
that since the number four is associated with the
idea of universality as respects things on the
earth—four winds of the earth, four corners, and
so on—the idea here conveyed is that of the entire
assembly of hostile nations at enmity with Israel
helpless in the face of a new development, the
appearance of a corps of craftsmen, of builders,
who not only cannot be resisted but eventually
strike terror into the hearts of the enemy. From
this point of view the vision may well picture the
commencement of a great development in the out-
working purpose of God. Up to this time, the
people of God have been helpless in the grip of
their enemies. That grip has been loosened and
there now appears a company of builders, of
craftsmen, who are going to build the Temple of
God and make it an architectural and artistic
creation to the glory of God, and there is nothing
the nations can do to stop it. And when that
Temple is complete its builders will become a
means in the Lord’s hand to annihilate all evil. No
wonder the enemies are terrified. The horns of evil
are to be broken and scattered; the craftsmen,
rejoicing in the edifice they have erected, will
emerge triumphant.

To a decree this vision had an application in the
building of the Second Temple and the restoration
of the Jewish State in the days of Zechariah, but
only to a degree. Other horns were afterwards to
appear with their threats of oppression; other
builders come upon the scene to build an even
greater and spiritual Temple. The symbols must
surely find their full scope in the work of all God’s
servants, whether Old Testament Jew or New
Testament Christian, labouring to build that
edifice which will become the meeting place
between God and man in the coming Age of bles-
sing. The builders of times gone by, the builders of
today, all will find that their combined life’s
labours have resulted in the weakening and final
downfall of the horns of the nations. Had Israel in
the days of the Restoration been all that was
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indicated, one solitary craftsman could have filled
the picture; the fact that four craftsmen, as four
horns, are seen, denotes that in them is included
the entire, the universal, company of labourers for
God in all ages, united together in one great work,
the builders of the symbolic Temple of God and
the elimination of all evil from among the nations.

All this was still in prospect. Jerusalem as yet
was still in ruins and the prophet was painfully con-
scious that his people needed positive assurance of
the future. That assurance was now given. Chapter
2 opens with a new character in the drama, a man
carrying a “measuring line”, more properly a sur-
veyor’s cord, for this man is a surveyor, come to
measure out the ground and plan the new
Jerusalem. This was the answer he gave to the
prophet’senquiry. “To measure Jerusalem’he said
“to see what is (to be) the breadth thereof and the
length thereof’ (ch. 2. 2). This is the first result of
the promise given in chapter 1 “1 am returned to
Jerusalem with mercies, saith the Lord of Hosts,
and a line shall be stretchedforth upon Jerusalem””.
The city destroyed seventy years before by
Nebuchednezzer was to rise again.

But there is a new aspect to this restoration of
the ancient city. Whilst the surveyor was getting on
with his task, the revealing angel left Zechariah’s
side and “wentforth”’to meet “another angel”’who
was advancing towards him. It seems very likely
that this “other angel” was in fact the “Angel of
Jehovah” of chapter 1, for the words he speaks in
the following verses and the position of authority
he seems to occupy are hardly appropriate to any-
one of lesser rank. He gives the revealing angel an
instruction. “Run, speak to this young man™ he
says, referring to Zechariah, who was a silent
observer ‘Saying, Jerusalem shall be inhabited as
towns without walls for the multitude of men and
cattle therein”(ch. 2. 3-4). These fewwords expand
the scope of the prophecy at one step to include the
glory of Israel at the end of this present Age. The
expression “towns without walls” is exactly the
same as the “unwalled villages” of Ezek. 38. 13.
“Perazoth” denotes unfortified country villages,
incapable of defence against an enemy. At only
one time in history can Jerusalem be described by
the epithet “perazoth”and that is when the inhabit-
ants thereof have put their entire trust in God for
deliverance from their foes. “For I, saith the Lord,
will be unto her a wall offire round about, and will
be the glory in the midst ofher’”(ch. 2. 5). This isan
expression definitely associated with Israel’s final
triumph. “The Lord shall be unto thee an ever—
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TRAVELS OF ABRAHAM

2. Sojourn in Egypt

Quietly settled at Shechem after the four
hundred miles trek from Haran, Abraham had
time to consider his position. He had probably
been something like four months on the journey
travelling in stages of perhaps ten miles or so every
alternate day, pitching camp at night and resting
his flocks and herds the next day and starting out
again on the day following. As a moderately pros-
perous stock breeder at Haran he probably had a
labour force of twenty or so men with their wives
and families and a few personal attendants
together with a tradesman or two, a carpenter, a
blacksmith and a medical helper with some cooks
and workers in fabrics for tent and clothing
makers. Altogether there could have been as many
as seventy or eighty persons in his entourage
together with sheep and goats and cattle, and now
they had entered a sparsely inhabited rural area
they had to be completely self-sufficient for all
their needs. And somehow or other when passing
through Damascus he had picked up an individual
who later figured in Ch. 15.2 as "Eiiezer of
Damascus” who became steward of his house and
a trusteed overseer of all his possessions. It isprob-
able that the entry of his sizeable party into Canaan
was quite an event in the lives of the existing
inhabitans.

Shechem later became the Capital of Samaria,
the Ten Tribe Kingdom, but in Abraham's day it
could not have been more than a village, it was,
however, obviously even then an important
centre, for the foundations of a massive fortress or
walled area, dating from this time, have been
discovered. Some important chieftain exercising
authority over the surrounding area must have
made this his centre and around his stone built
headquarters must have nestled the wattle huts of
his people. The village lay in the middle of a fertile
and well-watered plain about ten miles by eight
and there was probably plenty of room for an
immigrant with the consent of the local chieftain.
Abraham settled down and began farming; his
food stores must have been getting exhausted and
he needed fresh crops of grain and foodstuffs for
his people and his stock. That meant a twelve
months stay while the crops were growing by which
time something like a permanent settlement, a
village, would have grown up. He built an altar to
the Lord (Ch, 12.7) which looks as though he
expected to stay, but he could not have remained

in Shechem for more than twelve months—just
enough to replenish his food stocks. Then it was
tent-pegs up and off again, still going south.

No reason is given for the move. It may be that
the existing community of Canaanites began to feel
that this comparatively numerous party of settlers
was going to threaten the resources of their little
valley and the early friendship began to come
under strain. It may be that Abraham himself
became conscious of a Divine leading urging him
to go farther—this was not the place the Lord
intended for him. At any rate, Ch. 12. 8 has him on
the move again to the district of Bethel up in the
highlands thirty-five miles away, so that a week
later found him selecting a suitable spot not
already occupied by Canaanites and there he
pitched camp again and built another altar to the
Lord, Presumably he thought that this was to be
the place of his settlement. It was not to be. Within
another twelve months, time enough for another
crop of foodstuffs, he was on his way again, this
time to an undefined place vaguely described in
Ch. 129 as “journeying” to the south, i.e. the

the southern part of the present land of
Israel where Hebron and Beer-Sheba are located.
This was probably another forty mile journey and
he most likely finished up somewhere in the
>$ " the fertile plain lying between the
Judean Highlands and the sea; here perhaps
resides another possible reason for this constant
journeying from place to place, for Ch. 12. 10 says
ominously “ P 5+
One of those periodic famines which in later times
figured so much in the history of Israel, as in the
story of Jacob and later of Ruth, was afflicting the
land, and the provision of food for a travelling
company such as that for which Abraham was
responsible became a vital problem. Apparently
even the fertile plain of Judea was insufficient for
his needs, for vs, 10. goes on to say - ( *
! ;% 8 " *
' % H+

Less than three years after entering the Land of
Promise Abraham was leaving it again, making his
way to astrange land and a strange people, with no
guarantee that he would be well received, only
hoping that he could find a place where he could
settle awhile and sustain his people. That must
have been a trial of faith! It was a long journey,
some two hundred miles through what is now a



36 BIBLE STUDY MONTHLY $ (!

desert waste, but in that day well forested almost
down to the sea coast and relatively uninhabited.
He probably followed the coast trade route, find-
ing abundant water and enough wild growing food
to feed his company for the two months or so he
was on route to Egypt. So at last, he came to the
land of the Pharaohs, where the famine had not
penetrated. Here he came up against an un-
expected obstacle, the “Shur”, the wall and line of
fortifications which in much earlier times the
Egyptians had built along their frontier to control
the entry of Asiatics into their land. Here he must
have encamped for a while whilst the Egyptian
officials took down in writing full details of his
company, the place from which they had come,
their purpose in coming to Egypt, the proposed
length of their stay, all the formality and “red tape”
of modern officialdom, and a long wait whilst all
this information was transmitted to Pharaoh and
his august decision awaited.

The verdict was favourable. Abraham and his
company were to be permitted to enter. They
passed the massive ramparts which guarded the
frontier into a land strangely like their own native
land of Sumer which Abraham had left twenty
years or so previously, a land of wide fertile fields
with running streams, rural villages of land work-
ers at intervals, and here and there cities with
magnificent buildings and monuments just like
those he had known in those past days. He must
have wondered why the Lord had allowed him to
come into a land so much like the one he had left to
go to Canaan. But he settled down; there was
plenty of room. The population of all Egypt at that
time is said by Aldred (“The Egyptians™ 1961) to
have been no more than a million or so that for all
its magnificence the land was very sparsely
inhabited.

He took over a piece of unoccupied land and
began to build up his probably by now somewhat
attenuated flocks and herds. This was not the
Promised Land, Abraham must have been fully
conscious of that, but he was without doubt con-
tent to wait until he received a definite indication
from the Lord as to his next move. In the mean-
time, however, trouble threatened, Sarah’sbeauty
attracted the attention of the Egyptians, and the
fact was communicated to Pharaoh. The known
history of Egypt at this early period is not very
exact. Unlike the Sumerians in Abraham’s native
land, who inscribed their records on baked clay
tablets many of which have survived to this day to
be recovered intact and deciphered by inves-
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tigators, the Egyptians wrote theirs on a kind of
parchment made from the papyrus reed which
grew profusely in their rivers and streams, but
which perished with the years, so that what is
known is derived mostly from paintings in the
tombs of dead and gone notabilities. Abraham’s
visit coincided with a time when Egypt was emerg-
ing from a period of general confusion and dis-
order on account of contenders for power; one or
other of these rulers must have been the Pharaoh
concerned in the narrative but there can be no
certainty which one. What is certain is that, in com-
mon with all eastern kings of ancient time, this
Pharaoh arrogated to himself the right to take into
his harem any woman who took his fancy.
Abraham had anticipated this possibility and had
told Sarah not to reveal that she was his wife —
eastern kings were not above having a man mur-
dered if that was the easiest means of obtaining his
wife —but to say that she was his sister (Ch. 12.12-
13). The word rendered “sister” means any female
blood relative; “kinswoman” is the best English
rendering, and Sarah was of course Abraham’s
niece as well as his wife. He probably reasoned that
this artifice might give him time to appraise the
position once in the country and get out again in
time if this eventuality appeared likely. He mis-
calculated; Pharaoh’s emissaries got there first,
and Sarah found herself added to his probably
already quite numerous collection. Before con-
demning the Patriarch too heavily for this evident
temporary lack of faith it might be realised that he
was approaching a people and a culture he had
probably heard of by repute, but with which he had
no practical experience, only that it was violently
different from his own, and he was temporarily
quite unsure how to act. Even the best of men do
have their off moments. He need not have worried
— this Pharaoh was evidently an honourable and
upright man. As soon as he discovered the truth he
restored Sarah to her husband and roundly
upraided him. “Why didst thou not tell me that she
was thy wife? Why saidst thou, saying, She is my
sister? Behold thy wife; take her, and go thy way”
(Ch. 12.18-19). He had apparently given rich gifts
of slaves, flocks and herds to Abraham in consider-
ation of the arrangement, and there is no indica-
tion that he asked for them back. But Abraham
was no longer acceptable in his country; he was to

O.

’ It was the Lord who indicated the truth to
Pharaoh, by the infliction of what is described as
“great plagues” upon him and his house (Ch. 12,
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of land.

An interesting confirmation that it was just at
this time the famine did cease comes from a totally
different source. From the chronological indica-
tions afforded by the Old Testament and by known
Sumerian and Babylonian history of the period, it
is possible to deduce that Abraham’s expedition to
Egypt and his return took place some years before
2000 B.C. The 20th Century climatologist, C.E.P.
Brooks, in his “ * ( (1948)
has shown that about 2200 B.C. the world in
general entered upon a two-century period com-
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mencing with an excessively hot and dry climate
lasting more than a hundred years or more fol-
lowed by a change to a heavy rainy period towards
its end.

Abraham must have returned to Canaan about
three quarters of the way through this period. Just
one of the many incidental confirmations that Old
Testament history is remarkably accurate.

And so, for the second time, Abraham found
himself in Canaan, the Land of Promise.

Note on Matthew 12.40

@ !
1o " >
/
(Matt. 12. 40).

On the surface it seems a simple statement relat-
ing to our Lord’s lying in the grave, between his
death and his resurrection. The somewhat unusual
expression “the heart of the earth”, does provoke
the question as to whether some other and less
obvious meaning is intended.

This is the only one of the some hundred and
fifty instances of - /  in the New Testament
where the word does not refer to the human heart.
In English usage “the heart of the earth” implies a
considerable depth below the surface; a body
interred in a cave tomb only just below ground
level hardly merits the term and it is this which
usually gives rise to the query. But what did the
term really mean on the lips of Jesus?

The Old Testament speaks of the “heart of the
(Red) sea” (Exod. 15. 8) and the “heart of Egypt”
(Isa. 19. 1) where the obvious meaning of the term
is “midst”. The Hebrew for “heart”is or "
appearing some 450 times in reference to the
human heart, but also translated in the A.V. four-
teen times “midst” where this is the obvious mean-
ing. Thus we have “midst of heaven” (Deut. 4.11)
“midst of the sea” (Psa. 46. 2. Prov. 30. 19 Ezek.
27. 4) and Absalom caught by his hair “in the midst
of the oak” (2 Sam. 18. 4). More relevant to the
point at issue is Jonah 2. 3 “thou hadst cast me into
the deep, in the midst of the seas”. Perhaps this is
the source from which Jesus took his allusion. Both
in the Hebrew Bible and in the Septuagint Greek,
which latter was in general use in Jesus’ day, this
reference to Jonah’simmurement in the “midst” of

the seas uses the word "heart". Jesus normally
spoke in Aramaic, which was the contemporary
form of Hebrew, but whichever language He used,
it could well be that He was thinking of Jonah’s
expression “the heart of the seas” and repeated it
for his own case except that it then became “the
heart of the earth”. Nothing more than a preview
of his own death and burial precedent to his resur-
rection would appear to have been in his mind.

The “three days and three nights” has also pro-
voked much discussion and not a little controversy.
The accepted Christian tradition as well as custom-
ary reading of the New Testament allow for parts
only of three days including two nights, from three
o’clock on Friday to dawn on Sunday. Various
reconstructions have been worked out to extend
this period to a full seventy-two hours but these of
necessity come up against two apparently unassail-
able facts; one, that 14 Nisan of A.D. 33, the year
of the Crucifixion, ended on Friday 3rd April at
6.0 p.m.; two, the fixed conviction of the Early
Church that the Resurrection took place on
Sunday morning. Much more can be said on both
sides of the question than will be attempted here,
but it is possible that the expression “three days
and three nights” in the Greek New Testament is
analogous to the Old Testament Hebrew “even-
ing-mornings”, metaphorically indicating any
period extending over parts of the stated humber
of days. We use a similar collogquialism today in
saying, for example “lI shall be away for three
days” although in fact we leave at midday on
Wednesday and arrive back at 3.0 p.m. Friday.
Nothing more than this may be intended by the
New Testament narrative.



It is impressive how fast the years glide by. As
the various special seasons of the year come and
go, it seems so little time has elapsed since the last.
So Memorial follows Memorial, the years glide by,
and we are growing older. With the passing of the
years this present evil world becomes more un-
stable—so from two angles one wonders how many
more Memorial seasons the church of God will
keep this side of the vail, or this side the Kingdom.
As one grows older, physical strength weakens,
and at the same time the demands made by the
modern world grow greater under the acceleration
of the great increase of knowledge in this day of
rushing to and fro. Consequently one hears on all
sides the lament of weariness—*1 am so tired™.
Physical weariness may, to an extent, be offset by
taking more rest and reducing the pressures
around one by doing a little less, and this is often a
wise procedure. But as consecrated Christians
attention is toward the things of the Spirit. When
peculiar difficulties of the “narrow way" are added
to the physical weariness of “earning a living” and
“providing things honest in the sight of all men"”, a
Christian sometimes faces a special dilemma. God
has not ordained that those striving toward joint
heirship with Jesus in the throne of his Kingdom
should have an easy and trouble free life. The way
is one in which one can expect to feel weariness.
How do we re-act? May the Heavenly Father make
it profitable to reflect for a short time upon an
answer to this question.

Jesus came to give his life a ransom for all. As a
perfect man He knew no sin, therefore need not
have suffered or endured any weariness. But time
and again his healing hand reached out to some
poor ailing sinful human, and each time “virtue
went out of him"; in other words He surrendered
some of his own vitality or strength. Many such
occasions during the three and a half years of his
ministry brought him to a condition, physically,
much on a par with the fallen creatures He had
come to save, so that as He was led to crucifixion
He stumbled beneath the weight of his cross, and
another was commandeered to help him carry it.
The same healing missions doubtless, caused him
to sit down on the well, “being wearied with his
journey", as He talked to the Samaritan woman. It
was because of his many wearinesses' that our
Lord became such a great High Priest—Hebrews
4. 15 reads, “For we have not an high priest which
cannot be touched with thefeeling of our infirmities
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IN MEMORY OF HIM

A memorial talk

mm —no, indeed. He experienced what we experi-
ence; and so it is that we are able to come so boldly
to the throne of grace, and obtain “mercy . . . and
help in times of need” . The Amplified Version of
Hebrews 4. 15 is so simple and beautiful—*For we
do not have a high priest who is unable to under-
stand and sympathise and have afellow feeling with
our weaknesses and infirmities and liability to the
assaults of temptation, but One who has been
tempted in every respect as we are yet without
sinning”.

It is this One upon whom thoughts especially
dwell at this season of the year—the Memorial; He
“who in the days of hisflesh offered up prayers and
supplications with strong crying and tears unto him
who was able to save him from death . ..” (Heb. 5.
7). Truly, He is touched with the feeling of our
infirmities; all who remember him are fully assured
He understands their trials, and will ever reach out
his help at every call. Memorial services are occa-
sions to pay tribute to the memory of one who has
gone from us, to recall features and characteristics
of the departed one's life which proved inspiring
and helpful. With earthly friends, particularly
parents and close relatives, we sometimes spent
moments musing upon memories; and as Christ-
ians it is most profitable to dwell often upon the life
of our Saviour, the perfect One. He trod the way of
weariness which all know something about. What
were his re-actions? The answer should be the
same to the earlier question. What should be ours?
If one falls short of it. as many do in their imperfec-
tion. yet it is the will, the desire, to draw examples
which can be set before us, to follow as nearly as
one can. Long before our Lord’s time, the Psalmist
David wrote several psalms which were largely
prophetic of our Lord's experiences. One such is
psalm thirty one — used now particularly
because of verse five. The Lord had many times
delivered David from his enemies, so that he had
learned to put his trust in him when he was oppres-
sed, and verse five is how he expressed it—“Into
thine hand | commit my spirit . . .” (my life, my
being). He trusted God to take care of him. So also
did Jesus during all the earthly experiences as the
Lamb of God who was to be sacrificed to take away
sin. How He suffered, was straitened, in difficulty,
until his baptism unto death was accomplished
(Luke 12. 50), but He never lost the peace of God
in his heart! Into his Heavenly Father’s hand He
committed his being, though we do not find him
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IN THE WORLD THAT WAS

2. BeFruitful and Multiply

No picture of the antediluvian world can be com-
plete without giving some attention to the question
of population. The general conception of that
world is one that was occupied by swarming
multitudes something like the world we know
today. A little thought will show that it could not
possibly be anything like that. The Genesis narra-
tive declares that the human race started with one
pair. Biologically there is nothing whatever against
that, and since our first parents, fresh from the
hand of their Creator, were obviously free from
present day demerits of “inbreeding” the story is
logical enough. It follows therefore that for quite a
few generations the number of human beings on
the earth was exceedingly small. Since from the
data given the length of life and interval between
successive generations was ten times that usual at
present, the associated time scale, measured by
present day standards, was exceedingly long.

The antediluvians are said to have lived for
periods of more than 900 years. After the Flood,
according to Genesis, there was a gradual drop to
two hundred at the end of the next thousand years.
Later Biblical records brought it down to some-
thing like the present in another thousand.
Historians of two thousand years ago record ear-
lier historians of athousand years before their time
as confirming much of this with examples of such
long-lived men quite independent of the Bible
account. No one knows why. It may have had
something to do with climatic changes, for experi-
enced climatologists like Brooks have shown a
pattern of world climate deterioration since 3000
B.C. which almost exactly mirrors the steps of
shortening human life recorded in the Bible
& % ( > ? AEL+
Ancient Babylonian, Sumerian and Egyptian
records give the same picture of extraordinary long
life in very ancient times. Fantastic as the idea may
seem to the modern mind, it must be accepted as a
fact.

It is noticeable, too, in the Genesis account, that
the ages of marriage and first births increased in
proportion. Before the Flood eldest sons were
born when their fathers were 160/200 years of age.
In the first thousand years after the Flood the age
was around 130. In the days of Abraham it was
down to 70. It is evident also that the ratio between
the woman’s fertility period and the length of life
was the same as now, and this implies an age span

of about 170 to 500 of the average antediluvian age
of 920. This determined the rate of growth of the
population.

The other factor is the size of the average family.
The Scriptural data is very scanty. Adam had three
recorded sons and other sons and daughters, but
how many more is not stated. All his recorded
descendants had sons and daughters. Noah, at the
end of the period, had three known sons and no
intimation as to others. His three sons who sur-
vived the Flood with him had, respectively, seven,
five, and four sons; in these cases it is implied in
Gen. 10that these were the only ones. The average
family of sons between all these and a few succeed-
ing generations is only a little above four. If the
much later cases of Terah, Abraham, lIsaac and
Jacob by their most fertile wives is included the
average is still the same. Jewish legends stemming
mainly from the immediate pre-Christian centuries
credit Adam with, variously, five, seven, and nine
sons, but these quite definitely have their source in
the fertile imaginations of enthusiastic Rabbis. For
the purpose of building a tolerably realistic picture
of the antediluvian world, therefore, it might be
discreet to adopt a figure of six sons, and as many
daughters, per family, born over a period of 340
years in each case. There can be no certainty, yet
on the other hand there is no means of approximat-
ing nearer the truth and this will at least afford an
idea of the likely position.

In such case there would have been a birth at an
average interval of thirty years, ten times a very
usual figure nowadays, just as the normal life span
then was ten times as much. Since records began in
relatively modern times it has always been found
that male and female births are consistently, and
remarkably, equal in number. Experts in eugenics
can explain why this is so, but usually in technical
terms not always understood by others. It does
indicate though that each man in those early days
could find for himself a wife, although for the first
generation or so from Adam that wife would have
to be asister. In this connection it israther remark-
able that in the apocryphal - . / (c
150 B.C.) enshrining Jewish legends about those
days, it is stated that Cain, Seth, Enos and Kainan
in the first three generations all married their
sisters—only after that did the relationship extend
more widely. The Genesis narrative does put the
ages of the firstborn of these at a higher figure than
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their successors, as though they had to wait for a
younger sister to grow up.

Seth was born, according to Gen. 4, when Adam
was 230 years old (130 in the AV) which allows for
Cain to have been born at the lower limit of 160/
170 and a daughter a little later on who eventually
became Cain’s wife. This figure of 230 may pro-
voke a question in the minds of some since the AV
gives Adam’s age at the birth of Seth as 130, and a
word on this point is desirable here. The figures for
the ages of the patriarchs between Adam and the
time of Abraham in the AV are those of the
standard Hebrew Bible, which was last revised by
the Jewish scholars known as the Masorites in the
ninth century A.D. This revision was on the basis
of a former revision made by earlier Masorites in
the first century A.D. In both cases certain altera-
tions to these ages were made by the Masorites to
avoid the claim that, because the pre-Christian
Hebrew Scriptures indicated the near close of six
thousand years from Adam at the birth of Jesus his
Messianship, appearing at about that time, was
vindicated. All ancient writers of the day, includ-
ing Josephus the Jewish historian, many of the
early Church Fathers, and Apocryphal books such
as the Gospel of Nicodemus, the Book of Adam
and Eve, and the like, together, with the Greek
Septuagint which was translated from the Hebrew
Bible about 250 B.C., unite in testifying to the
longer ages. A number of internal evidences go to
show that in the first century revision the
Masorites deducted six hundred years from the
ages of some of the antediluvian patriarchs so that
the six thousand years would not terminate until
about AD 1100 and so refute the Christian claim.
By the 9th century the critical date was getting
uncomfortably near again and the Masorites of
that era did the same with the post-diluvian
patriarchs and so advanced the date to the 17th
century A.D. There is no question at the present
time as to the general accuracy of the Septuagint
chronolgy.

With Cain gone, Adam and Eve were alone until
Seth was born, perhaps not many years after the
tragic death of Abel. “God hath appointed me
another seed instead of Abel, whom Cain slew”
(Gen. 4.25) said Eve. It has been surmised that in
fact Cain and Abel were twins, and there may be
some basis for the supposition. Instead of the usual
formula “and Adam knew his wife, and she bare
Cain” (or Seth later on), Gen. 4.2 has it “and she
again bare his brother Abel”, where the word
“again” means addition or completion, as though
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the second half is indicated. This would at any rate
fit the time periods of the story for it could allow
both Cain and Abel to be say fifty or sixty years old
at the time of the tragedy and Cain’s banishment,
and allow for one sister, born in the interim, to
accompany him into exile, later to become his
wife. Presumably Adam could have had four more
sons and five daughters, born between Seth at year
of the world 230 and the last son or daughter at
year 500.

So, five hundred years after creation, Adam’s
family was complete, one son and daughter in
exile, the remainder fast growing up and taking
their share in the work of raising food for suste-
nance. By that time Seth could have had three
children and Cain, away in the Land of Nod, five.
The human community was very small, twenty-two
in all, and the Divine sentence was “tursed is the
groundfor thy sake, in sorrow shalt thou eatofitall
the days of thy life. Thorns also and thistles shall it
bringforth to thee, and thou shalt eat the herb ofthe
field. In the sweat of thy face shalt thou eat bread,
till thou return unto the ground” (Gen. 3, 17-19).
The nature of the world outside the Garden has
always been a matter of speculation, it is probable
that it was very largely forest, as was most of the
world in early historic ages. Men have to cut down
the trees and make clearings to grow crops for
food, as they have done throughout historical
times. It must have been a hard life, largely a
struggle to glean the wild grain (the herb ofthefield
which is upon the face of all the earth, Gen. 1, 29
and 3, 18 denotes the wild grain from which our
modern wheat, barley and maize etc. have been
developed through the ages), an arduous process
of daily food gathering until they could clear areas
of ground for cultivated grain and other foodstuffs.
Until he was more than four hundred years of age
Adam did not even see any grand-children, and no
sign of any action on the Lord’s part to indicate his
moving to fulfil the promise that eventually the
seed of the woman would bruise the serpent's head.

This may be the reason behind the rather cryptic
comment on the birth of Enos, first son of Seth and
first grandson on whom Adam's eyes fell. Four
hundred and thirty five years after Adam awoke to
conscious life in the Garden his grandson Enos was
born, says the chronicle (Gen. 4.26); “and to Seth,
to him also there was born a son, and he called his
name Enos. Then began men call upon the name of
the Lord”. The marginal reading in the A.V. “to
call themselves by the name” has nothing to com-
mend it; the Hebrew preposition is definitely “on”
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of them were born. The third generation yielded
about 400 but many of these were not born until
after the death of Adam. Altogether, calculating
from the ages and geneological figures given in
Genesis, the two communities at Adam’s death a
thousand years later could only have amounted to
about 200 in the land of Nod with Cain, and one
thousand born of Seth and his other brothers
somewhere near the lost Eden.
In the year 930 Adam died. That must have been
a shock to the entire community. Apart from
Adam, Eve, Cain and his wife none of them had
ever seen death. The eldest ones among them had
lived eight centuries and not seen death. The event
must have brought home to them the grim reality
of what their fathers had repeatedly told them but
they themselves perhaps could hardly visualise.
Perhaps again, as in the days of Enos five hundred
years earlier, they - *
& H Like the Psalmist many centuries later,
some must have wondered if -D
H A thousand years of human history
and all that is known or can be inferred is com-
prised in the story of the Garden of Eden, the
crime and banishment of Cain, and that on the

{ ! % "
D
ool $
D +/  (Acts 14. 28).

What is so extraordinary about this report made
by Paul and Barnabas of their missionary trip is
they did not tell the Church of Antioch all that
had done and how had opened a door of faith
to the Gentiles. They gave God all the glory! There
is not the slightest trace of self-glory in this report.
They could have recounted some exciting experi-
ences that had befallen them, for they had travel-
led through Cyprus, crossed the arm of the
Mediterranean Sea which separates Cyprus from
the mainland, travelled through the provinces of
Pamphylia, Pisidia, and into Galatia. They had
founded churches and ran into the opposition of
Jews who resented the success the two missionaries
had among the Gentiles. The opposition grew into
violence - " %

* +/ (Acts 13.50). Later, after
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birth of the grandson Enos * $

* & H In that thousand years the
human community had increased to less than two
thousand persons, probably occupying an area no
greater than ten or twenty miles square. It has been
reliably established that in ancient as well as
modem historical times primitive peoples tend to
grow in communities to a maximum of a hundred
persons; the community then divides to establish
two or more and repeat the process. This could
well have been the custom in those pre-Flood days,
by Adam’s death a scattering of a dozen villages
a few miles from each other.

The antediluvian world was a very small one in
those early days. But now things were going to
change. Population was going to increase rapidly
and the generations after Adam’s death would
change the scene. This is marvellously confirmed
by the first verse of Gen. 6- * $ "I
* * $ /+
Another generation was to see a population of
something like a ten thousand, and growing
rapidly. And at the same time, the shadows began
to darken.

an attempt to stone them in Iconium, -

& N H More wonderful things hap-
pened when Paul healed a man crippled from birth
and the crowd, thinking they were gods come
down in likeness of men, wanted to offer sacrifices
to them. With great difficulty the two missionaries
restrained the multitude from offering up the
oxen. Following this, the Jewish leaders again
stirred up the people and seized Paul, stoned him,
and left him for dead. Oh, what a story they could
have told the brethren, with themselves as the
heroes, but they did not! They said God was the
one who had done wonderful things.

What a lesson for us whenever we begin to think
God cannot accomplish his purposes without us.
That which is of greatest import is not what we are
doing, but what God is doing with us. Unless it is
God working through us, all our activities come to
nothing. We are his instruments to achieve his
purposes, and only as we yield ourselves to him,
will his blessing be upon our efforts to serve him.

- Wy
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The little priestly settlement at Shiloh, where
the Tabernacle stood for four centuries during the
period of the Judges, had lain desolate since the
disastrous day when the Ark of God was captured
by the Philistines in the time of Eli and Samuel. It
was still inhabited, but its glory had departed, for
the Tabernacle had been hurriedly taken down and
re-erected at Nob out of the Philistines’ reach.
Later it went to Gibeon, and now, in the middle of
the reign of Solomon, it had for twenty years past
been superseded by the magnificent Temple the
Israelite king had built at Jerusalem. But Shiloh
had still one claim to its credit; it was to produce
the first of the long line of Hebrew prophets who
rose up, one after another, to call kings, priests and
people from their indifference and idolatry back to
the worship of God and allegiance to the Mosaic
Covenant. That line terminated in Malachi, who,
four hundred years before Christ, foretold the
coming of a Herald of Messiah and then Messiah
himself, the Sun of righteousness, to arise with
healing in his wings. Malachi was the last of those
prophets, and the first, more than five hundred
years before him, was Ahijah of Shiloh.

Ahijah, like Malachi, recorded his prophecy in a
book. Unlike Malachi, his book has not survived.
All that is known of his preaching and work is con-
tained in the First Book of Kings. From that brief
record we can draw a picture of the man and his
character, a picture which is tantalising because it
is so dim. But the fact that he conveyed the Divine
message to the principal figure in the secession of
the Ten Tribes in the days of Rehoboam shows that
he was a man of God and stalwart for the delivery
of his message in a day of general apostasy.

It was at the time that King Solomon, at the
height of his power and glory, had begun to relapse
into idolatry himself that Ahijah comes on the
stage. The great king had multiplied himself
wealth and possessions beyond all kings of his own
time and before, extended his dominion from the
borders of Egypt to the Euphrates, increased the
number of his wives and concubines, erected
imposing buildings and splendid palaces, and now
all these things had stolen his heart away from
God. Among the people, who had been compelled
to pay heavy taxes for all this glory, and labour at
the arduous work involved, discontent was rife.
The prediction of Samuel had come true, and the
people who had clamoured to have a king over
them like other nations were now paying the price.
And God, looking down from heaven, foresaw
unerringly the disruption to which all this must
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inevitably lead. So he sent Ahijah to declare his
judgment.

At a time which cannot be closely determined,
but was probably about ten years before
Solomon’s death, his attention had been attracted
to one of his servants, an upstanding, courageous
and industrious young man named Jeroboam, an
Ephraimite of Zereda, a village in the Jordan
valley. Solomon needed a trusty man to supervise
the forced labour levies in Ephraim;Jeroboam was
given this commission and set out to assume his
new duties. As a member of the working classes he
probably had no ambitions beyond earning a
reasonable living and keeping out of trouble;
better men than he had dabbled in politics and
either succeeded or failed and that was not for him.
The duty now laid upon him by the great king was
an honour and a promotion and he considered
himself fortunate but that was as far as his thoughts
went. Until he met Ahijah!

The way to Ephraim from Jerusalem led past
Shiloh. As he drew near the almost deserted vil-
lage he saw coming towards him a strange figure, a
man, clothed in skins, with flowing beard and
burning eyes. Jeroboam knew that this was a
prophet of the Lord and entitled on that account to
some respect but he could have had no idea what-
ever of the message and the admonition he was to
receive. The story is found in 1Kings 11; “it came
to pass at that time when Jeroboam went out of
Jerusalem that the prophet Ahijah the Shilonite
found him in the way; and he had clad himselfwith
anew garment; and they two were alone in thefield.
And Ahijah caught the new garment that was on
him, and rentitin twelvepieces” (vs. 29-30). Rather
strange conduct, and disconcerting, to say the
least. Jeroboam, conscious of the dignity of his
new position and the desirability of impressing his
subordinates and workmen, had invested in new
apparel suited to the situation; now this complete
stranger had come up to him and torn the garment
into twelve pieces. But before he could so much as
expostulate, Ahijah had thrust ten of the pieces
into his unwilling hands and told him that God
intended to sever ten of the tribes from the king-
dom of Solomon and make Jeroboam king over
the. Because Solomon had forsaken God, and
worshipped the abominable gods and goddesses of
the surrounding nations, and had failed to keep
God’s statutes as had David his father, then at his
death this judgment would come upon his king-
dom. Came the charge to Jeroboam “itshall be, if
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brought him up in the “nurture and fear of the
Lord” to such good effect that the son had not fol-
lowed his father into apostasy. He was probably
the heir to the throne, and Jeroboam was deeply
concerned. In this concern, he bethought himself
of the prophet Ahijah whose prediction so many
years ago had come so startlingly true. He told his
wife to disguise herself, go to Ahljah and ask what
would be her son’sfate; - !

* +/

This is where the prophet comes back into the
picture. It does not seem to have occurred either to
the king or to his wife that if the prophet could
indeed read the future he could also see through
any disguise. And, of course, the disguise was use-
less. 1 (8

* " |

|
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Then, in all its awful solemnity, came the judicial
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D 0 @ * *
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So the unhappy woman returned, and as she
entered her house, her son died, and all Israel
mourned for him, for he was well loved. But
Ahijah had said that he only of all the house of
Jeroboam would go to his grave in peace because
he only was righteous in the Lord’s sight and he
was to be taken from the wrath to come. And from
that day to the time two centuries later when Shal-
maneser of Assyria overran the Ten Tribe King-
dom, and brought it to an end, and transported its
people to remote corners of his empire, there were
no good kings, only bad ones, and the people sank
further and further into idolatry. There were many
prophets sent to them after Ahijah, but they
heeded them not, and at last the penalty of the
violated Covenant was exacted from them.

Of Ahijah we hear no more. He probably died at
Shiloh, and with his passing a light went out of
Israel. He wrote his prophecies in a book, for it is
referred to in 2 Chron. 9.29 and from that refer-
ence it would appear that he must have lived
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through the reign of Solomon; the story in 1 Kings
reveals that he was old and blind when Jeroboam’s
wife visited him. As a youth he probably saw the
rise of the kingdom under David and shared in the
high hopes of so many at that time that the king-
dom would endure forever under David and his
successors, by the power and blessing of the God of
Israel. As a mature man he lived through Sol-
omon’s reign and witnessed the gathering worldli-
ness and indifference to the things of God which
increasingly characterised king and people. He
must have spoken out against that. Then came his
mission to Jeroboam and perhaps he had high
hopes of this enthusiastic and upstanding young
man whom God had appointed to make a fresh
start with Israel, only to have those hopes dashed
when he saw the old evils, and more, creeping in
again. So, as an old man whose life’s work was
nearly done, he became the messenger of judg-
ment and knew that after his death final disaster
must come. Perhaps, though, it was also revealed
to him, as it was to Daniel at amuch later date, that
despite all these apparent failures of God’s pur-
poses with Israel, there would at the end come
success, a day when lIsrael shall have learned the
lessons and come wholeheartedly to God in a loy-
alty that will thenceforth never falter. Like so
many of his fellow-prophets, he must have died in
supreme content, assured that evil will one day
pass away and everlasting righteousness be
supreme.

Ahijah's book has not survived. It is just pos-
sible, though, that part of the First Book of Kings
is from his hand. Chapter 11vs. 1to chapter 14 vs.
20 constitutes a self-contained account of
Solomon’s decline into idolatry and its conse-
quence in the emergence of Jeroboam, with
Jeroboam’s own similar course, ending with his
death. The details given can only have been known
to someone familiar both with Solomon’sreign and
the intimate incidents of Jeroboam’s life. A man of
God, living in the northern kingdom, is indicated.
It is to be noted also that only in this account is the
story of Solomon’s idolatry to be found. The
remaining portion of 1Kings, and the parallel nar-
rative in 2 Chronicles, contains no hint of this and
from these accounts it would be assumed that
Solomon was fathful to God to the end of his life.
It might well be, therefore, that these particular
chapters in 1Kings represent all that remains of the
lost book of Ahijah the Shilonite. If that is so they
constitute a testimonial to a faithful man who lived
his life in obscurity but was used of God to do great
things.



* 4

“Take us the foxes, the little foxes, that spoil the
vines, for our vines have tender grapes” (Cant.
2.15).

Jackals, they were, abundant in Israel in those
days—the AV translators were rather weak in
their Natural History. Packs of little jackals, nib-
bling voraciously at the stems of the vines, inhibit-
ing their growth so that the fruit withered and died.
The Hebrew word for “spoil” means to corrupt to
destruction. Fitting simile for the little things of
daily life which can lead astray unless regulated by
our knowledge of the Divine Will.

But how to discern that Will? In the bigger
things of life the way is usually fairly clear; the
dividing line between what is right and what is
wrong in the Lord’s sight is so plainly stated in the
Word, so evident in the light of our knowledge of
the Divine principles, that there is little doubt. We
choose either the right way or the wrong way,
knowing what we do, and abide by the outcome.
But in these little things, so apparently trivial, so
everyday in their occurrence, so seemingly un-
important, does it really matter so much? Is the
Lord really so concerned? Will it really have so
much effect on our Christian lives?

It is then that we have to remember the little
foxes.

Just a little nibble at the stem, and the fruit
withers.

It is related of William Penn, the celebrated
colleague of the Quaker leader George Fox, and
later on founder of the American State of Pennsyl-
vania, that shortly after his conversion he had such
a problem. William Penn was a highly placed
member of society, a nobleman in the 16th century
Court of King James of England. As such, and in
common with his equals, he was expected to wear
his sword at all times when in public; to appear at
Court, as he was frequently required to do, with-
out it, would be taken as an insult to His Majesty.
In the past care-free days that presented no
problem, but now that he was a Christian, and a
Quaker to boot,—well, that was different. What
would the Lord have him do? So he came to
George Fox with his problem.

The Quaker leader surveyed him dispassion-
ately. “Wear it as long as thou canst, friend
Wiliam” he said.

At their next meeting Fox looked at his friend.
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“Where
enquired.

The answer came equally seriously. “I took thy
advice, friend George. | wore itas long as | could".

There, perhaps, lies the answer. Our Lord is not
so demanding that we in our insufficiency must
make the right decision in this field in every little
problem and facet of life as that we think about it
and decide for ourselves what would be the right
thing to do. Ifwe have made the wrong choice in all
sincerity, He can easily put it right—or perhaps
leave it to the outcome so that we can learn the
lesson for ourselves. Pupils in the school of Christ
do not always get their sums right first time, but so
far as the Teacher is concerned the important thing
is that they pass the examination at the year’s end.
In the meantime, “he knoweth our frame, he
remembereth that we are but dust” (Psa. 103.14).

St. Paul had a healthy outlook on questions of
this nature. In his day one of the minor problems
was the propriety in the Lord’s sight of eating food,
usually meat, which had previously functioned as
an offering on the altars of the pagan gods of
Rome. Such food was afterwards sold in the public
markets (I Cor. 10.25), and formed a major part of
the daily food of the poor—and many of the early
Christians were poor. Said Paul “1 know, and am
persuaded by the Lord Jesus, that there is nothing
unclean ofitself—but to him that esteemeth anything
to be unclean, to him it is unclean” (Rom. 14.14).
The Lord places more importance upon the sincere
endeavour of the Christian to form a right judg-
ment than upon the rightness of the decision.
Should he or should he not devote a measure of
time to the pursuit of good music which might
otherwise be given to the study of the Scriptures?
The Lord loves good music; he spoke of little chil-
dren playing their pipes, and anyway there are
harps and trumpets, or their celestial counterparts,
in Heaven. Is it judicious participation in a social
festivity? One of the first things our Lord did after
his baptism was to attend a wedding; not only so,
when the wine ran out He provided some more. Is
it a due meed of personal adornment? The first
clothes any human being ever wore were fabri-
cated by the hand of God in the Garden. Itisforus
to use all things gratefully, moderately, wisely, to
his glory. “Whatsoeverye do, in word or in deed, do
all to the glory of God.

is thy sword, friend William”? he
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carried over nigh on three thousand years of time,
to see the events which this Syrian invasion in the
days of Ahaz and Hezekiah pictured. He saw the
last great onslaught of the forces of darkness, the
hosts which we call the armies of Gog and Magog,
descending upon God’s ancient people at the end
of this age. Isaiah still beheld Assyrian soldiers,
he still identified the people and the villages and
the scenery of the land he knew, but with that mys-
terious certainty that is sometimes our own experi-
ence in dreams he knew that he was looking now at
a scene representing the end of this Age and the
time of the greatest deliverance of all; and as he
looked, straining to see into the murky blackness
which all but shrouded the vagueness of the mov
ing figures, men, women and children writhing
under the terror that had come upon them, he saw
something else, something which caused him to
look up and break into the tremendous declaration
that commences at verse 2 of chapter 9.

-$3 . St

exultation, - % 0 !
! e ¥
+/

Away there on the horizon, beyond the tops of
the eastern mountains, above the darkness of the
present terror, the glorious radiance of coming day
was racing up the sky. The time of light, the time of
life, was come, and the darkness would soon be
overpast. The Lord was coming as it were from
Teman, and the Holy One from Mount Paran, his
glory covering the heavens, and his brightness as
the light of day, as the sun. Isaiah saw the Assyrian
soldiers cower and flee before that terrible
radiance, the arrows of Heaven’s artillery raining
upon them, and all their armies put to flight. The
Lord had risen up to the defence and deliverance
of his people, and from behind the hills there came
into sight the rising of the Sun of righteousness,
with healing in his wings. And the people, so lately
bound in the darkness and in the shadow of death,
rejoiced in this great appearance which had
delivered them from the kingdom of darkness and
brought them forth into the kingdom of light. That
is what Isaiah saw, and for the moment all thought
of his countrymen’s present troubles and dangers
was forgotten, the while his eyes drank in their fill
of those resplendent glories symbolising earth’s
Millennial day.

This is the Christmas vision indeed, the turning
of the old, darksome, dying year into the new,
lightening, living age of light and life for all men.
Here is at hand the time of promise and of gifts
unto men, the prospect of harvest and all the joys

he cried in

that come with harvest, the toil of ploughing and
harrowing but a memory. Here in very truth is the
day for which Isaiah so long had looked, and
concerning which he was yet to preach and teach
persistently and consistently through many dark
years. But for the present the vision was leading
him onward into a glory of revelation.

- $
8 +/ So the Margolis version has it,
and Rotherham confirms with -
0 *
8 +/ (The - / in verse 3 of the AV. is an
incorrect rendering). - 8 M
% " * 8 |
% $ +/ Here is a picture of mankind,

freed at last from the fear of evil things and evil
men, from death and all that death implies,
“multiplied” upon the fair Millennial earth,
destined to be the home of resurrected hosts.
Isaiah sees here the beginning of the Millennial
kingdom; perhaps he saw, or thought he saw, the
promised multiplication of his own nation,
Abraham’s seed, “as the sands by the seashore”
but it is just as correct to apply his prophetic
outburst to the greater increase of all men, the
entire human family, in that day. He had just seen
the great light burst upon a world of evil and put
the darkness to flight; now he sees the consequent
increase of men and the increase of their joy. -
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Why do they thus rejoice? The next verse
supplies the answer. @ .
$ " +/ The
rout of the Midianites in the days of Gideon was
one of Israel’s greatest victories. The brave three
hundred, having nothing but lights concealed in
earthen pitchers, by that means and that alone
defeated the enemy host. Did the Holy Spirit
suggest that defeat of Midian to Isaiah with set
intent? Is it not true that this coming greater defeat
of the powers of greater evil at the end of this Age
is going to be because another “three hundred”
will have had their inner light revealed by the

breaking of their earthen pitchers? -

*
@ 4/ (Matt. 13. 43).
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" +/ Thus runs the Margolis
rendering, and other translators agree with the
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thee and me that thou bring him not to me. For when
I heard ofthepower ofhis word, | trembledforfear,
and all my impious company were disturbed . . .
And while Satan and the prince of hell were
discoursing thus to each other, on a sudden there
was a voice as of thunder and the rushing of winds,
saying. ... Liftup your gates, Oye princes: and be
ye lifted up, ye gates of hell, and the King of Glory
will enter in .. . And the mighty Lord appeared in
the form of a man, and enlightened those places
which had ever before been in darkness; and broke
asunder the fetters which before could not be
broken; and with his invincible power visited those
who sat in the deep darkness by iniquity, and the
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The birth of Isaac, the child of promise, at Gerar
soon had its repercussions. It was between twenty-
five and thirty years since Abraham first entered
Canaan and he was now a prosperous farmer and
stock breeder occupying two substantial areas of
land, one at Hebron and one in the vicinity of
Gerar some forty miles distant, absorbing the
energies of a large labour force whose families
depended on him for their living. He had one
fifteen-year-old son and another recently born and
the continuance of his family tree seemed assured.
It was now, perhaps, that he began to feel settled
in life and could begin to take things more easily.

It was not to be. Trouble loomed on the domes-
tic front. Gen. 21. 8 records that - "

1 ( * *

* A The time of
this occurrence is a little difficult to determine. In
modern times the weaning of a child is normally at
an early stage in the childs life; in this case it is said
that - I/ a word which means literally
- and implies at least some years
of life before the word fits. The account goes on
to say that Sarah saw Ishmael the son of Hagar
“mocking”, and this aroused her resentment. This
word in the particular grammatical connection
means to play with or make sport with, and this
again is more likely with a child several years old.
It has been suggested that weaning in the East is,
or was, delayed until the child was four or five
years old; whether this is so or not the balance of
probability seems to be that the incident happened
when lIsaac was about three to five years old and
Ishmael therefore seventeen to nineteen. Some
playful familiarity between these two at such ages
would be the most natural thing in the world.

Sarah, however, did not see it that way. She was
still bitterly resentful of Hagar and Ishmael and
also apprehensive that the elder lad might yet
supersede her son as the principal heir of
Abraham. -

[ she said to Abraham contemptuously -

| *

"% ! H The depth of her resentment
is shown by her use of the term “bond-woman”, for
according to the law and custom of the time Hagar
had become a free woman upon the birth of
Ishmael and was Abraham’s legal second wife, and
there was nothing Sarah could do about that.

The patriarch was in a dilemma. - !

% % ( *O
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A+ But the Lord intervened and told him to
accede to Sarah’swish; He himself would take care
of the couple and eventually Ishmael would
become the father of a great nation. That word,
incidentally, was amply fulfilled. A substantial
proportion of the Arab peoples now in Arabia are
descended from Ishmael; the prophet of Islam,
Mahomet, claimed descent from Ishmael, and
some of the tribal names of the Arabs are those of
some of the sons of Ishmael.

Abraham, of course, knew nothing of all this,
but he probably realised the wisdom of the Lord's
instruction. There was going to be no peace with
Sarah and Hagar in the same house So early in
the morning, he - . "

% 3
she 4 > K

Abraham has been criticised for an apparently
heartless action in sending a woman to almost
certain death in the wilderness. It was really not
like that at all. His plan was to separate the two
women, at least temporarily, until the storm blew
over. Some twenty miles from Abraham’s head-
quarters lay the oasis of Beer-Sheba where the
immediate sequel shows that his stockmen had
dug a well and evidently made a little local centre
for his widely spread interests. (It was not called
Beer-Sheba at that time; it was just a place in the
open country where they had found water, as yet
unclaimed, although it became the subject of dis-
pute with the king of Gerar’s herdsmen very soon
afterwards.) What more natural than that
Abraham should instruct Hagar to make her way
there and settle down with his stockmen until he
judged it safe for her to return. The bread and
water was sufficient for the day and she could be
there before evening.

Unfortunately the girl lost her way. There were
no roads, only occasional track-ways, the country-
side largely desert with occasional fertile areas
surrounding springs of water and her goal probably
no more than a collection of huts. Ch. 21.14 and 21
intimates that she wandered in the -

> and finished up at last in the
wilderness of Paran. A look at the map shows that
she must have passed the Beer-Sheba settlement
five or ten miles or so to the south and after that got
completely lost. She probably encountered a camp
of Bedouin in the desert and threw in her lot with
them, and there the lad Ishmael grew to manhood.

{ * [ runs the account, Abraham’s

! / and



+= "#$ % & ()* # N ovember/D ecember, 1993

1/ 9: > 7 : , : 9
o/, 90 , / S 9, : #
S /1, , C Take now thy son, thine only son Isaac, whom
7< !/ 9 ; = thou lovest, and get thee into the land of Moriah;
, 7 7 ? and offer him therefor aburnt offering”. 7/
Y 9 90 0,;8
! ., 7 807,: ;< /9,
> 10, 1: 7 "7 <, /[?: 0 "o
< 0,9/ < A 7 > < X
7 80 7 ; , = 00, 0/
7 , < M ;177 , 70
80 7T ; J , 7 ;P 0/ : .
7 Y ; 0, : 9 > 0 9 <
, o+ ++6 + I& , 7 9 <
807,: : Q/ , < 0 <; #
[:7 ; < 19 < 7/ / 80 7
0 , 080 7< ; by 2 " <
7 0< /70, , <, , 7 /1 0,
. 9 <; /,, 9 7 / , " 0:7
80 7 9 0 7:0, /, 9 /, : #
, <80 7; , [ = 7 I< ; /<
80 7 7 ) 6% 0< 80 77/ 9 |/ , . <
7 c ., D< 77 # T, 7
7 < 79 I/ / [ 71 9 :7 7
) 0 9: T: T #
> , 0/ / < W< 7/ 0 i 7 A 4
) / 6% 0<; : 00, * , o ;/, 8 7
, 0 7 7< 00, 2 7; "< 2 7,
: 0, 0/, 7 8 " /
: 9 ? " > ;9 <,
Dl : 0 &7 :/ , 9 0: : 0 ;
/; $ 77 90 5 C God was able to raise him up, even
o/ 79< 00, /7 from thedead” A 0 <4! :/,
07 80 7T [ i< ;0 < ,9 [:7 >
o<, < 9 : N
7 71/ (/ ( 7,
0, 80 7 , : D < 9
0 , 79< , : 70, 7,
9 J6J5; 7 , o/,7; 0 0/,< : ,
C 9D < o ! 7 71 > 9 7
# . W 9D 8y //,, / : 9 %
C D< 9 9 / 7 <; 8 7 9
, 7 < /< | 7
“eshel” 7 77 1, 9, #
: 9 < " oo, , X
/ , 7 80 7 :9,; , 0=
1/ D .o o, I/ [|?: : ,
A . ++ ++6+5 “And it came to pass after these
80 7 7 7 1/ : thingsD A "ol “that it was told
77 90 7 77 |/ Abraham, saying Behold, Milcah, she hath also
, M ,6 ; 7 (/ borne children unto thy brother Nahorw<
( Do "o 0 " 7 < 7 :
# ( 90 / 80 7 ;
?, ;80 7:7 7 00, :7 7 7
# (77 7 < 0/ 7 . 7 X /



November/D ecember, 1993

Beer-Sheba on the road from the north to Egypt. It
emerged that Nahor was now living at Haran and
like his brother was a stock-breeder and farmer.
Nahor and his wife Milcah, Sarah’s sister, had
remained in Ur of the Chaldees when the others
had emigrated to Haran more than sixty years
previously but had evidently in their turn moved to
Haran at some later date unknown to Abraham.
One of their sons was Bethuel, father of Rebekah
who eventually became the wife of Isaac. This
might well have been the first news of his elder
brother Abraham had received since he himself
left Ur of the Chaldees.

There comes now something like a twenty year
break in the narrative during which nothing of
moment happened except that at some time during
this period lsaac, now a young man, started
farming on his own account at Beer-lahai-roi, sixty
miles south of Beer-Sheba, where Hagar met the
angel at the time of her flight from Sarah. Whether
this betokened a further extension of Abraham’s
own activities or was Isaac’s own venture is not
clear but this remained Isaac’s headquarters at
least until his father’s death.

But now, long before that climax to the story,
there came another bereavement, equally close
to home. His mother Sarah, who had shared the
vicissitudes of her husband’s career for so many
years, died at Hebron at the age of a hundred and
twenty-seven years. It is not said why she was at
Hebron when Abraham was at the family home at
Beer-Sheba. Perhaps she was on a visit; Abraham
still had business interests at Hebron. At any rate
chap. 23 tells of the burial ceremonies, how
Abraham, possessing no suitable burying place
there, negotiated with his neighbours for asuitable
tomb. His old Amorite friends, Mamre, Eshcol
and Aner (ch. 14, 13) were apparently no longer
there, or at least had now been joined by a tribe of
Hittites, the ‘Ssons of Heth” (ch. 23.5). So
Abraham bargained with one Ephron the Hittite
for the purchase of a field possessing a suitable
cave, the cave of Machpelah, (ch.23.9) and after a
typical piece of Eastern bargaining the tomb was
his.

The tomb is still there, in a crypt below a
Moslem mosque. Abraham is a revered prophet to
Moslem as to Jew and Christian and the tomb has
been jealously guarded for nearly four thousand
years. It is claimed that the remains of Abraham
and Sarah, Isaac and Rebekah, Jacob and Leah,
are still there, but no one really knows ifthat is so,
nor perhaps will know until the coming resurrec-
tion when those worthies live and stand again upon
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earth. But there, in that crypt below that mosque,
is the place where the three great faiths of the
world, all united in the worship of the One True
God despite their differences, are united in one.
There is no record of any more travels of
Abraham. He was now a hundred and thirty-seven
years old probably beginning to feel the weight of
years. He apparently spent the rest of his life
quietly at Beer-Sheba. But now one thing began to
trouble him. Isaac, now nearly forty years of age,
was as yet unmarried. The evidences are that at
this time in world history marriage and fatherhood

was generally at an age of fifty or sixty years but
Abraham would not be the God-fearing man he
was if he did not feel that before his own death he
should play his part in securing the continuance of
the line through which the Divine promise would
eventually be fulfilled. And itwas unthinkable that
Isaac should be joined with his neighbours,
Canaanites, Amorites, Hittites, all of alien race.
The bride of Isaac must be of Semitic blood.

It was then that he thought of the news he
had so recently received regarding the children
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The last of the visions is simple in its elements.
Two mountains, from between which come four
chariots, passing before the watching prophet and
his angelic guide to proceed in differing directions
until they are lost to sight. Apparently insignific-
ant, but in reality full of meaning.

- * * ] |
* " * | * ' |

[ (copper)(ch. 6. 1). What is signified by the
two mountains? The Hebrew text has the definite
article - two mountains” as though something
specific is intended, not just mountains in the
general sense. What could such an expression have
conveyed to the Israelites who first heard
Zechariah’s words? Mountains consisting of solid
copper are unnatural to say the least, but every
Israelite was well aquainted with the Divine
promise to their forefathers concerning the land
they were to inherit -  + + + !

* $$ / (Deut. 8.9). Primitive
Israel existed in what we call the Bronze Age, in
which copper held the place today occupied by
steel, and the land of the mountains of copper, to
every true lIsraelite, was the land of Israel. The
two mountains of the vision, then, might very well
picture the dual kingdoms of Israel and Judah, as
they existed side by side in the years before the
great captivities.

Against the background of these two kingdoms
are displayed the four chariots. The foremost one
was drawn by red horses, the second by black, the
third by white, and the fourth by what the A.V.
calls - / horses (ch. 6. 3), actually
“dappled strong” horses. {*  */' rendered
“bay”, is a word meaning strong, active or nimble,
as applied to horses. (The A.V. “bay”, meaning a
deep red, arises from the desire of the A.V. trans-
lators to find a place in verse 7 for the red horses
appearing in verse 2 who otherwise have no
assigned destination, and is based upon the
assumption that * * should be read

*** for which there isno warrant). In reply to
the prophet’s query the revealing angel told him
that these chariots were the -  $

% " ! *

& ! / (ch. 5. 5), that the one
drawn by black horses goes into - M

/ and is followed there by the white, and that the
dappled ones go into the south country. Here the
A.V. confuses the issue by postulating an extra
chariot drawn by the “bay” going -

/ and this has to be corrected. The
sense of vss. 6-7 is that the dappled ones go forth
first toward the south country, and that being
active or nimble (the “most strong” as the Douay
version has it) proceed to penetrate other parts of
the earth. They ™ I says the narrator
- * |

(vs. 7). This expression “to and fro”, is derived
from the verb “to go” continuously as with
settled intent, in specific directions not otherwise
defined but not necessarily an alternative on a
single path as is meant by the present usage of “to
and fro”. Our modern term “hither and thither”
more accurately represents the term to us today.

Now what is the explanation? It will not escape
notice that the colours of the first three horses are
the same as those of the riders in the vision (ch. 1
8). (The notes in chapter 1have already shewn that
“speckled” in that chapter should properly read
“black™). The fourth colour, gristed or “dappled”,
is new. It must also be noted that although four
chariots come before the prophet’s attention only
three are assigned destinations. Of the first, the
red, nothing more is said.

As a symbol the chariot plctures judgment,
usually Dlvme Judgment @ &
| |
P ! + +

(Isa. 66. 15). - D !
+++ & * ® >
+++ D & *
D I I * o+ o+ o+

$ /
(Psa. 68.17-21). These chariots, said the angel, are
synonymous with the “four spirits—or winds—of
the heavens”, and the four winds of heaven are
also used as a symbol of Divine judgment. The
eloquent passage in Psalm 13 illustrates that. -
. * ++ 4+ &
% +++ I

% "'& +++
/ (Psa. 18.7-15). -1 * I
(the Lord) . % %
* (Isa. 11 15). Speakmg of his

Judgment on Israel, God says -

[ | *
S (Zech 6. 14). Hence these four chariots
are vehicles of Divine judgment, symbols of the
wrath of God going out to whoever and whatever
is represented by the “north country” and the
“south country”.
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“Take from the exiles Heldai, Tobiah and
Jedaiah, who have arrived from Babylon, and
go the same day to the house of Josiah, the
son of Zephaniah. Take from them silver and
gold, and make a crown.” H%Y
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“Thus saith the Lord of Hosts:
Behold the man whose name is THE BRANCH,
For he shall build the Temple of the Lord,
And he shall bear the glory
And shall sit and rule upon his throne.
And he shall be apriest upon his throne.
And the counsel ofpeace shall be between
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+ One could picture this declaration as
the Divine announcement to all the world at
the time of the investiture of earth’s rightful
King in the dawn of the Millennial Age, calling
all men to take heed to the new world order
headed by this Priest-King for their salvation.

It is noteworthy that whereas Joshua was
used in chapter 3to prefigure the cleansing and
development of the Church during this present
Age he becomes, in chapter 6, the symbol of
the reigning Christ in the next; it will not
escape notice in this connection that the
Church is destined to be associated with her
Lord in the kingly-priestly work of that Age so
that the use of Joshua as a symbol of both
“Christ the Head and the Church which is his
body” is perhaps not altogether accidental.

! "3 "

" " * %

*$ & + (

* *$ & /
(vss. 14-15). Two minor corrections in the text
have to be made. 3 */  invs. 14 is obviously
3 |/ as in vs. 10, this is evidently a
copyist’s error at some early date, the

(D1) at the end of the word having been
mistaken for ** (M), a mistake due to
similarity between the characters if written
somewhat carelessly in the manu-script.
-3 / in the same verse is not a proper name
and by some translators is linked with a word
meaning favour or kindness; thus the R.V. and
others render “for the kindness of the son
of Zephaniah” which removes all disparity
between this verse and verse 10. It is now
possible to take a look at the apparent meaning
of the statement. The crown, following its use
for the ceremonial crowning of Joshua, is said
to be laid up in the Temple as a memorial to the
three pious men who brought the original gift
from Babylon, and to record the “kindness” of
Josiah the son of Zephaniah who received
them into his house and provided a place in

God took time to frame the world and to fit
it for human habitation; time to give the world
its necessary experience with evil; time to
prepare for the advent of Christ as the world’s
redeemer; time for the preparation of the
church to share in his glorious reign; and time
must be allowed for the shaping and adjusting
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which the ceremony could be performed.
Since the entire proceeding has its setting in
the Millennial Age and the “crown” is laid up
in the newly built Temple after the Priest-King
has been crowned and therefore presumably
entered upon the duties of his office, the
Temple can hardly represent other than the
edifice built during that Age, the all-righteous
system of world government instituted and
presided over by our Lord and his Church—
corresponding to some extent to the Holy City
of Revelation. Within that system of administ-
ration there will be a memorial of some who in
a past time brought their gifts away from the
lands of unrighteousness, and within the con-
fines of a friendly house contributed their
symbol of faith that the time for the reign of
earth’s great Priest-King had come. If we take
it that those three unknown men, Heldai,
Tobiah and Jedaiah, pictured all of Israel who
in the Last Days come in faith, away from the
lands of the old world into the friendly land
which is to be the nucleus of the Kingdom on
earth, and for a short time join concert with
those who, like Josiah the son of Zephaniah,
are already in that land living in faith and
hope, expressing their belief in the imminent
coming of earth’s new King, then perhaps the
house of Josiah can symbolise the land, and the
four figures in the tableau, the people, whose
faith and works immediately prior to the estab-
lishment of the Kingdom in full sight of all
people will be remembered for ever—a
“memorial in the Temple of the Lord.
Logically enough, it is then that -
* *

& OO+In that glorious Age men will come
from all nations, from earth’sremotest bound,
to play their part in the building of the new
social system which is described so succinctly
in the New Testamentas- ! %

I +

of the individual affairs of all his people.
God has not forgotten when the answers to
our prayers seem to tarry long. He who heeds
the sparrow’s fall and numbers the very hairs
of our heads is not indifferent to the faintest
call or the smallest necessity of his humblest
child.
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turn, since the loaded weight of a vessel is equal to
the weight of water displaced, leads to the calcula-
tion that the loaded weight of the Ark was 27,000
tons. An approximate estimate indicates that
probably about 6,000 tons of timber was used in
its construction: the cargo therefore would amount
to some 21,000 tons - much of it food for the
occupants for twelve months, but also doubtless,
in considerable degree all kinds of articles and
materials wherewith to set up the normal activities
of life when it was all over. There must have been
some signs, in those closing days of the old world,
that the forces of Nature were gathering strength
for the final act. If the Valian thesis is correct in
detail, the aerial canopy was now visibly moving
towards the poles and tending to the catastrophic
descent. The skies may not have been as clear as
they are today but there would probably have been
a noticeable difference. If so, it went unheeded,
for Jesus is authority for the statement that -

[ * *
I &+ The preaching and warnings of Noah had
gone unheeded. In a sense the position was as it is
today, when after millenniums of human history
during which Nature has remained relatively
unaffected by man’spresence on earth, the present
depopulation of its resources and pollution of land,
sea and air is appreciably creating a condition in
which life will become impossible. Such voices as
are raised against this continuing process go
unheeded and humanity proceeds to what would
surely be the disappearance of the human race in
measurable time if it were not that the imminence
of the Divine Kingdom on earth will arrest the
process and create a new order in which Nature
will come into her own. Said Jesus, in talking of his
Advent and the conditions on earth which herald
the Advent - $ "

% e
/ (Matt. 24. 22).

And so at last, the work was finished and the

Ark stood waiting. There must have been a great
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deal of scoffing and ridicule on the part of those
who had witnessed the progress of the work over
the term of years. No one else believed; no one else
had any faith in God. - %

/ said the Lord to Noah
(Gen. 7. 1). That word was spoken during the six
years following the death of Methuselah, who
could have been the last God-fearing man of the
old world apart from Noah and his sons. Had there
been any others they would have been saved. But
there were no others.

So they went in, and all was silent. There is some
element of doubt how long they waited. According
to Ch. 7.1 the Lord told them to come into the Ark
because in seven days’time the Flood would come.
In verse 23 it is stated that it came - *

/ that they went in. The two statements can be
harmonised by assuming that they were given
seven days’ notice to complete their preparations
and get inside. Obviously the storage of goods and
provisions would have been completed - several
thousand tons of such would require weeks of work
- and probably the animals were safely installed
and being looked after. An analysis of the story
shows that the wild carnivorous animals, called in
the O.T. “beasts of the earth” or “beasts of the
field” were not taken in. They survived on the
surrounding mountains, untouched by the Flood.
Those in the Ark were the - * /' the mainly
domestic and herbivorous animals, called “cattle”
inthe O.T. They need not have been so numerous
or extensive as is popularly supposed. Perhaps it
was that at the last minute the Lord gave the signal,
and that this is the meaning of the expression in 7.
18- & * R

And the jeering, scoffing, unbelieving crowds,
tired of gazing upon the silent structure with its
closed door, went back to their eating and drink-
ing, planting and building, marrying and giving in
marriage, and knew not.... Until ....
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