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This journal is published for the promotion of Bible 
knowledge, maintaining the historical accuracy of the 
Scriptures and the validity of their miraculous and pro­
phetic content viewed in the light of modem understand­
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“,Good News for AIT'’
The article appearing under this title in this issue 

might possibly be used as the text for a leaflet. For 
some readers of the BSM have asked to have a leaflet 
or pamphlet which could be handed to a friend, con­
taining just the simple outline of our belief in an 
opportunity׳ in life after death, clearly identifying the 
Bible references. We hope that this might be a step 
toward fulfilling that wish. We are open to sugges­
tions to improve the text.
Data Protection Act, 1984

Bible Fellowship Union uses computer files to 
record the names and addresses of all readers of the 
Bible Study Monthly. This is done simply because it 
is the quickest and most reliable way of keeping 
records. This method saves us many hours of work 
each month. The only information kept on those files 
is to be found on the label of each magazine sent out. 
This information, including readers’ names and ad­
dresses, is confidential to the Bible Fellowship Union 
and is never passed to any other organisation.

If any reader objects to his/her name and address 
being recorded in this way, will he/she please write 
to us or mention it on their renewal form. Such a 
reader would still be able to receive the Bible Study 
Monthly regularly with their records kept manually.

(Unite from us
— —

Sister Joan Chorlton (Billinge)
Brother Michael Heaton (Eire)

Brother Alex Charcharos (Tring)
Brother Gordon Griffiths (Liverpool)
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“Till the day break, and the shadows flee away׳
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“But the land you are crossing the Jordan to take 
possession of is a land of mountains and valleys that 
drinks rains from heaven. It is a land the Lord your 
God cares for; the eyes of the Lord your God are 
continually on it from the beginning of the year to its 
end.” (Deut. 11.11, 12NIV).

Lias the journey of the last year been through the 
wilderness or in the dark valleys? Have we experi­
enced some really hard trials or stumbled amid 
temptations? We have left that behind. Sin confessed 
is cast into the ocean depths. Each experience has 
brought us new lessons. Perhaps some have brought 
tears but maybe some have brought laughter. We go 
forward into the New Year with the good land lying 
before us. Each experience is part of our life with 
the Lord. Each experience is part of our education 
for our Heavenly Home.

He came to my desk with a quivering lip -
The lesson was done -
“Dear teacher, I want a new leaf,” he said

“I have spoiled this one."
In place of the leaf, so stained and blotted 
I gave him a new one, all unspotted,
And into his sad eyes smiled 
“Do better now, my child.”

I went to the throne with a quivering soul -
The old year was done -
“Dear Father, hast Thou a new leaf for me?

“I have spoiled this one.”
He took the old leaf, stained and blotted 
And gave me a new one, all unspotted.
And into my sad heart smiled -
“Do better now, My child.” (Poems of Dawn)
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3�����6��)�,3�����������*)����/��� ����)�!�4�)���(���
?	����������������)(L���������(�� �������)'�,�����	���
��')�.���/�,,��(,�����,�2�3��,�/4�(6��'��)�(�
�)���������2�(����4�(�3������2��)�����������)�K����2�5����
��5�2��3�����)�6����������/��(�/����)���,�����/���26�
5)���������)�/4�32��������'�)�� ��8�(�

D����������GG�)��������')����3��F����()��4�5����
�)�,� ���� '��(��� .������� �����(� �)�,� ����$����� ���
8�(6������5��������'�)��� ����, ��A�����(�5)����'����
����5���6���(�������'���/����(�����)�2���4��������4��/4�
��'����)�5������))�)��$��4��5�3���)����������)*)���1
����� � ������ 5�)(�� ����� ���� "5��)� � ������ 	�,*���
.�������5����*�����'���������(��,��?D��'��(��������
3����/�����(�����(�5�����'6L�����3��������3)������(�
*��'������,,��'��*�� ��,��2���������6�,��2������1
����������')�5����������(����������(�,��2��������5��/��
���� ���� ��������(� ���� '��(��� *)�,���� ��)��'�� ,�)���
5��4��������	���5�)(���)����5�3������2��)������'���
	��2� ��.���3�������,� ���� /����6�(�/���.����)�������
�����5�+�('�(��5�)(��	��2�/������3��'������(��	�����
��(� ,��2�����)�� ��4�� ���,� ��.�� ��� *����)���(� ����
,��(��� ��,�������������2�()�,���/��������������2����*�
)��(��2�����������'����)�����*����#�����A��5�)(���/1
/����'���.�(6�?	�����)������,��PL�5�)��8�(A��5�)(��
�������5���(����/)��4�(�2���(���*�����'����5�2�5����
��6� ��� ����5�)(��������� ���2�)�� ������*)������ � ������6�
?D����(������������)�����0��NL�5�)����)�3�4���������
5��� )��� �5�2� �)�,� ����)�*��/�6� ����)����4���(� ����
/�)/�,����/���5��/���)������)��5��*�/����)�/������'��

	������)2�� ������5�,�����4�������(����)26��.��(�(�
32� ��,�� ��)�2�/�*2����� ��� ���� /���)�.�)����� �)�����
*�����(���)�/�,��)�6�������������)��'�� ���)�����3��������
9���6�5������������)�/��������5)���6�5���������4��2����
,��������()�,��� ��9�����5)����'�5�����������'�)��������
(���6� �'��)��'����� ��2�/�����'�� ������ ����+)�'�������
,���5���)����(����������.�)2	�,*��6�()�''��'������
����*)����/������*��)6�(����.����(�.�/��,��������5����
3���.���)�� ���4��'� �*� �)�,� ����5)����'�$�� �*�4��
5�)(�� ��� ��5� ��(� *�����(� ��� ������5)������ ��)�����
)���)��������7���(������?$����������5������������,��'�
2���������,���)���/�����������������)�L�9�����)���,�(�
����5)����'��D�������5)������(�5����������(������/�(�
���� �//���)��� "���32��������2� �������2� ������ �5�26�
�3����(����,��������3��5���(�)��������)��������*)��1
��/�����8�(�5��������)��5��)�'������������?	�2�5�)(�
����)���L6� ��(� �)���� ���� �� ���)������'�����/�� �*�������
'�),�� ��������������6����� ���(�� � ���.��� )��*����3��

Part 1 o f this essay took as its theme “The words�
that I  speak unto you, they are spirit and they are�
life” (Jno. 6. 63), dwelling first upon the words�
o f  Jesus during his earthly ministry6�leading to�
consideration o f  Jesus as the Living Word, the�
Alpha, and the Omega, the Saviour o f the world,�
at which point this concluding part takes up the�
thread.

J� J� J

D����9�����������.��������5���������� ��!����������
����)�����'��)2�� ��5�����)��,���6��2���� �����,����(�
3�)�����(� ����6� ��� ��5� ����� ���� ���)*� �5�+�('�(�
�5�)(� ��� ���� ,������ 	���� 5��*��� � �������)��2� ���
)�/�'����(������������'��2,3�����)�����D�)(�� ��8�(�
;>�.�� ���� ��<�� $�� 5��� )�����(� ���� ����/��� �������
����)��� �5�)(�(�)��'������))���������.����2��F��**�(�
5���������*�)�������5�)(�32�5��/�������3(�����(���1
��)�/������������������������5�)(�5��/����2��5�(���*���
����/�))�*������� ���������)�6���)�4��������������5����(�
,��/����������'+����3�����(��.���*)�/��/��6����)/���'�
��(�*)�3��'��������.�)2�)������(�/�)�� � ������ ��,���
,���(�����$�� ��� �.��� ��5�����8)������2��/���6� )�1
.�����'� ,��� ��� ���,���.���5���� ���2� ���4���� ��,�
��(�������������,���)��'������5)������5�)(6�3��������
������,��5����3��?Q��'�� ��4��'����(���)(�� ����)(�L�
5����*�5�)�����,���(��$����5�)(�5�����,������(�����6�
��3(�����(�/��F��)6�/����)�,�, ��A��)�/������(��(�2�
/��4�)� � ������ ����� ��(� 3)��4� (�5�� �.��2� �3���/���
�����5���(�4��*�����)�,��)������(�������-������D�)(����
����3�'�����'�/)����(6�����D�)(����������(�5����)�/1
)������D����3���(�������D�)(���(�����5�)(��$���*�4��
�����)����)����������5�)(��� ��,��6������.�)2(�2�5�)(�6�
����5)������5�)(�6��������F�������'�+���5��5�)(�6�����
�)���)26���*����)������(�3�,3����5��/���)�����������
,�/��/����3��5��3���)���.�)2�5��(6����,�/��/)�/4+�
���'����)�����(����**��'��5�'����(�����(��'�3)���N

D����8�(�5)����6�,���*������������5����$������
5)������� D���� 8�(� �*��4�6� ���� ��)��� �)�,3���� ��(�
,��� �)�� ��)/�(���� �������� -�� ������ ���� ���2� !�����
��(�����*��*����)�,3��(��������.��/��� ��8�(�������'�
���� /�,,��(,����� �)�,� ���� �,�4��'� ��,,��6� ����
,��������� ����� �)�,3��(�� “The voice o f  the Lord�
divideth the flames o f  fire. The voice o f the Lord�
shaketh the wilderness”� ;����,� ��<�� ��� ���� *�/��)1
��F��� �,�'�)2�� �������)��5�)(������"�(�	����,����
5)���)�� ���.������� ���(��3��� ������*�5�)���� ����/���
��������*�4���5�)(�� ��8�(��	�����)����3�2�������.�)2
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� ��������������(�������(�����3���������������
	��)��5�)����,���5�����.������� *����4��'�� ����1

)����5���(�,3�5���������/�6�����3�/�������6���,����)�
� ��5�)(�6� �B*�)���/�(� �� ���)��'�� 3��� 3�/����� ���
)������(����� �������2�����.��� �����5�)(�� �������*)��1
��/��� ��8�(�5���)��(���������)���8�(�(�����������(�
, ��@��5�)(��3��� ,��� ���(�� ����5�)(�� ���8�(�3�1
/��������2��)���*�)�����(� ������	���5�)(��� ��8�(��)��
,�/��,�)�������'��(��/���	��2��)�����)'����'�5�)(��
5��/��*�����5�����������������5��������)�����(���)��
�)��������(��������)��'�� ���)����� ���������)��� ����.�)����
3�/�,�� �� *�)��/�� ��,�� ��)� �� *�)��/�� ��/���2� �/1
/�)(��'��������*)�,�������8�(���(��������*�)�(�.�������
� ������*�������(�*)�*����6����,������)���3�/�,������1
����� ��)���� +���� !������� ��� ���� ����� ��%���4� ���� ��� �
���� ������ ,���� �������� ������� ��% � ;$�3�� ��� �R<��
	��� 5�)(�� �)�� 3���� �� )�3�4�� ��(� �� /�,,��(�� -�
���������)���,�������/���������� ���*)��)6�� ��5�)���(�
/�,,�����6����.�/���)�����6�� ����,������(�������)����
� �����'����� D���� �.����� ��.�� ������2� (���)�2�(� ��
,��*��/�(��)�������,�/�����6�,���2���(�,��6���/���1
����(�)�/��5����3��*��� ��� �� ,��(���� ������� ��� ����5�
��,��*��)��� ��F�����

���������*�)��(��� ���������,�(�����������������.��/�����
8�(�������)(6������,���/�,���������)����������(�����P�
5�������2���.�����(��� ? (������� . ��������������� 5
���� ������ ���� ������� �����������%������������� �� �
��%�%������ ���� ��%�� ����� % �� � / � ;����� ���� ���<�
	������)��8�(A��5�)(�6�5�)(���������)��/����(���*�6�
5�)(��� ��������! ��A����(��.��)�����*��/����(�F���1
��2������ ��)��3.�����)������6����� �*�)������ ��(� ��/����
���,�����(�����.������������)2������� ���)��3��(���,��6�
3��� +���� ����� � � ����� !���� ����������� � �  � � / � ;��
����� ��� ��<�� +6�� ��� ���� ������ ����������� ���� �
����%����������������������������/ �;!����� �&�� ��<�

-���5���)��6����5���/����/��,���������.����(�'��(1
5�������5��/��������������)���.�)������ ��/��)�'�6��)���6�
4��(����� ��(�0����/��5���� *)�.���6�5���� )�F��)�� ��5�
5�)(��� +����� �����. ������ ��� ����������� ������� ���5
������� ����� ����� %��� ���� ����� ����� ���� ��%�� � � �
���� !������� ��� �� ����� ���� �������/ � ;S�*��� ��� �<��
�������������.������� ��������5�/�.����������5��/�����*�1
���/���2�4��5�� ��� ��)�(����>����)�(6�9���� ���)(� ��
,�'��2�����(�)�� ��*)�����3�)����'��)�,��������)������
��'�)6� ����4���� ,������(���� 	���� ��5� ��(� '��)�����
����(� ��� )�/�'����(� �����')����*����� ����)��,*�6� ��
�2,�� � ��)�0��/��'�� $2,�����.��3���� ��/���/��,�1
(��,�� ��*)�������)�7�)�������*��*������/��������'����
���'�����)���3��,��/��)��� �����������,6�?8��)2����
8�(� ���������'�������(������)���*��/�L�� ��������.�

��)�������.�)�6�(���)��,����(� ����������32�5��/������
5�)�(�(�/��.�����(����(�/��.�(�

+* ��������� ����������%�������������,����������� �
�� �� �������� ��� ���� ���� � � �7���%���&� 8��� ��� ��� �
������ ����� ������ ���7� ������ � � ���� ��� ���� ����� �
�������������������%���&�/ �;!����� ���� ��+��<�� 	����
�������3�)��'�����'��6�����5��/��,�'���5�������,�����
��))�������5�)(���*����(�����32��.�)2���,���/)����)��
�B/�*������(�,3��9��������4�������5C�)(�� ��)�����2�
��� ��(�/����'� ���� �)��� ������ � ������ ���)�� ��(� ,��(��
%)�.�����6����**������4��(6�(����2��6���0���6�/)���6�*�)1
��/����6�(��3��+��(�(6�,���/����6���26�����(�)���6�/)���26�
��*)�����3��6���4��(6�������4���6������26��,*�)�6���/�6�
��/��	�������'�/�����'���� ����0�)�����5�)(�����5��/��
�������'��� ��(�*��� �)�� /�*�3��� ���� �*)��'� �)�,� ����
*������(����������� ������,��(��$�5������2�������(�,1
�'��'�5�)(�����*����6����������(�'��36�2�����5����56�
��5�������'�����5�)(��� ���*���'26�������2�/�,��������K�
��5���5�����5�)(��� ������/����� ��(� *)����6� ���)�)��
����)� ���/�)��2� ��� ������ ���*�/��(���� �,*�2�������)2��
$�5�(�,�'��'�����5�)(�� � ��.�����/�6� ����(�)���(�
�����

$�5�(��/��)�'��'� �������5�)(� ������� /)���/� ���*1
*��'�������5�6� ��5�.���� ���� '�33�)���������*����� ���
4��5��('�6���5���)��'�����(���� � ���'�33���'���)��'6�
��5� ������ ���� '����*6� ��5� ����2����� /�����)�5��)��
,�)��������5�� �)���)����)�� ,�����'����)����(��/����
���������)������)���(����(��/F�������/����-)���(�,��2�
��/����)��/����3������)�����'��������)��'���������2����
5�)(�� .����2�3�����'� ���� ��)6� � ��/���/����)�� ��4��'�
/���/�����'����)����3)��'��.�)2����'����������'��	���
�������'�(�,�'�'��6������/)��,��'�,�36������)��1
G��(�������/������)���2����,��'�����5�)(��5��/��(���2�
3�����3��������)�.��.��'���)��� ��4�������(���),�

��������/�������/� ����)2���� /�))�/����������� ����(� ���
�)�**�(� ��,�5��)�� ��� ���� ��)2� 3�'� � ������ ��)��@��
��,��*��)�6���,�(�2����3��/�*��)�(���(�)�*)�(�/�(6�
����� ��5��//�)����5����3������5�)(��� � ����� ��)(� ���
����(�2����0�(',������(���5�*����/�����0����/��5����
�������������3�������(� �����/)���5����3��������(��)�,�
���� ������ ��*�� ;��4�� ���� �+�<�� +"��� � � ������� ��� �
%����� ����� . �7��� �� �� � �9 � ;��4�� ���� ��<�� 	���6� ���
�.�)6��������'����5����3�������/�(6���)��������'������.��
�����(� ��(� ������� ���)��5���� )��*�/�����5�)(���9�36�
����� ���)� *�)��/�� ,��6� ���(� +. � �!�7�������%������%� �
���� ������ ������ �����%�� %�&� . � �!����� .��%����5
������ ����������������� ��%����� �����/ � ;9�3�� ��� �R<��
-��������)�(����3����9�,�����(�9����(5������������.���
���5�)(���)�,���������,��3������'��6�� �������,*��1
��3����2� � �� *�)��/����� ��� ����� )��*�/�6� )�'�)(����
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be written into the very fabric of man’s nature. "I 
will put my law in their inward parts and write it 
in their hearts ” (Jer. 31.33). This will be the great­
est feat of writing ever achieved, the finest words 
put to the best use. No longer will men need to con­
sult books, with their mixed ideas and varied advice, 
their complicated rules and complex explanations. The 
written instructions for the new man will not be some­
thing he can lose or misunderstand. They will be so 
plain, so much a part of himself that even a simpleton 
could not go wrong.

Imagination alone can visualise w׳hat sort of words 
will issue from the regenerated hearts and minds of 
these new days. The arts of the past will fade into 
insignificance before those which the inspired talents 
of the men and women of the future will give to a 
golden age of peace and life.

These things shall be; a loftier race 
Than e 'er the earth hath known shall rise 
With flcune offreedom in their souls 
And light o f  knowledge in their eves.
New arts shall bloom o f finer mould 
And lovelier music thrill the skies.
The harmony of the times will require new and 

finer words. Whatever their form they will be beau­
tiful words to gladden the heart, to ennoble the mind, 
to carry the spirit of man into hitherto unexplored 
realms of thought and happiness. Coming from him 
whose words were always gracious, who spoke as 
no one else had ever spoken, they must be and will 
be w׳ords of peace, spirit and life.

conjured their finest sentiments to fit that vision, to 
extend that praise to every corner of the earth, so 
that somewhere, every hour, a more worthy set of 
words might be heard ascending to the ear of the 
high and holy One sitting upon the rainbow-circled 
throne.

Vulgar, coarse, inferior and common words have 
been somewhat offset by uncommon words, by beau­
tiful words of prayer and praise.

Sing them over again to me,
Wonderful words, beautiful words,
Wonderful words o f life.
Above the torrent of profanity and worldly words 

the sweet chorus of praise and the solemn w ords of 
prayer rise unceasingly, an offering and an incense 
to heavenly places. “A word fitly spoken, how good 
it is, like apples o f  gold in pictures o f  silver” 
(Prov. 25. 11).

The spoken word is powerful, swaying multitudes, 
changing lives by its spell-binding tongue. Unless the 
words are recorded much of their power is lost, their 
eloquence blown like the spray from the surface of 
the sea. When God would have his words impressed 
into the minds and lives of men He either wrote with 
his own finger or commanded his servants to write. 
“It is written” is the sharp reminder to those who 
would plead ignorance or loss of memory. The man 
with the writer’s ink-horn in his belt was the man 
who w ent about making notes for future reference, 
setting down what he saw and heard. The immortal, 
essence of words is the truth they contain. "They 
are spirit and they are life.” They are eventually to

��������"�"� ����������

tomed powers of Nature. For there is a spiritual law 
within, and thus above, every natural law. which, be­
ing necessarily in perfect hannony with it may dignify 
and expand its operation, but can never contradict it. 
If we feel disposed to regard miracles as works re­
quiring the suspension of the laws of Nature, it is 
again simply because we do not understand — and 
in this, our present life, probably cannot so under­
stand —  the immensity and fullness of the laws of 
Nature, nor see how occurrences, apparently quite 
at variance one with another, may yet be in harmony 
and be quite compatible when viewed by the light of 
some grand and omnipotent principle which originates 
and includes both.

��� ��� ����	��� ��� ����

“Everything that occurs in Nature is the result of 
some law instituted to bring it to pass. No phenom­
ena are in opposition to the laws of Nature, nor are 
the laws of Nature ever set aside in order to bring 
about conditions or circumstances that would be more 
conducive to men’s welfare, than the operation of 
the original laws themselves. Even “miracles” are, 
no doubt, in strict conformity with the primitive and 
immutable scheme of Divine government, which has 
maintained the universe in its integrity and sublime 
order ever since the time of that sweet aurora when 
the "morning stars sang together, and all the sons 
o f God shouted fo r  jo y ”; we call them "supernatu­
ral, ” simply because they are effected, not by 
suspending the laws, but by exhibiting the unaccus­



January/February , 1998�������	�� �! "#	$� �

���� ������ � ���� ����� �
� � � ��� �����

!����"��������"��
13. The Den of Lions
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/��)���� ��0����/�K�����*)�.���������5����*�����)��������
�����	��2�/���(������,*�'���)�,���'������/��)�/��)6�
��)�����,���4��5���,����3��3��,��������(��))�*)��/�1
�3����-�(� ���(��*�)��������������������,������(� “We�
shall not fin d  any occasion against this Daniel,�
except we find  it against him concerning the law�
o f his G od”{�/��� ��� .��� �<�� 	��2�/���(� ���2� ��*�����
3)��'��3��������(�5����������������32�,�4��'�������21
���2����8�(���/)�,������������

�������*����5��� ���/��(6� ���5��� ����,*�������'��
�/��,�� ��/������3�)�� �(�����(�/)����(� ��,����A��
,��(��%)�,� ����.�)2�����)�����/���(�������������5�)4��
������A�� .�)2� ��),����� � ��/��)�/��)�5���(� 3�� ����
��)�� '��)������ � ������ ��(���'�� -������(�������5�)��
�����(�(� ��(�(��/����(� ���)��5���(�3��,��2���(1
(��'����(����(�/�.�)���,������	���9�5�5������'��(�
���(��(� ��)��(2�� �)�3�3�2�����*)��/�*��� /�����������
��)�������A�� ����+��+3��.�/��������/��3�'�������2��
����������)��*�/�����.��2���(� ��(�)�����/�.�)�� ����
�*�)��������)����������(��/������6�3�'��������4����/��
����)�A� ,����)�� ��)����� �����)� �/)�,3��� ��)�*�5�)�
5��/��5���(� �����5� �,,�(�����2�������� ��(� 3����
(��*���(����

-')��,���� )��/��(6� ���� 3��(� � ��)�'���� ���'���
��(���/��5��������4��'6���(��������(�����)�*)�*������
�)����2�*��6����*)�.�(�(��������)���*�)��(�������)�2�(�2��
��**��/���)2�*)�2�)������(�3�� ����)�(���� ��� '�(� �)�
,��� ��.�� ���� 4��'�� 	��� 3)�����//����� ��� ���� ��B���
/��*��)� � ��������� '�.��� ��� ��**�)���'� )������� ��)�
������**�)����2�*���������*��/��� �������)���)�����,6����
�)'�,�������0�����2�5����,������.���**��)�(����3����
*�)��/���)�2�����������(�.�*�(�(�/)����#�.�)��������
��������'�����,�2�5������.��,�(��������/������)�����)�
)�F����6���(������5�������)�.�����'������)���*�)*����
3����(������/��,���	�����32��������5�)��5�)���*1
*�)�� � �� ,��2� '�(�6� �*�)���� ��(� (�,���6� 3��� ����
��)������5�)��,�����������6�5�)���**�)���������'�(6�
-��)�+!�G(�6����� '�(�� ����'���� 	����)'�,����,�2�
5���� ��.�� 3���� ���������� ���)�2�(�2�A� (�/)���5���(�
��.����������/��� �����*��(��'���,*�)�)��2���������.��
*��*��A��/����,�)2�5�)���*���(����)�(�/��'����,����
�����(���� ��,����������/�5�)���*6�����5�)���*�� ������
'�(���������/������'�(�� ��������)������5�������5����
4��5�������32���6�5�2�����������,�3��5�)���**�(����
���� *�)���� � ������ 4��'� ��� ���� )�*)��������.�N� 	����
���� .����2�� ����)����5���(�3�� ������)�(� ��(� ���� ��)�
�����,�)��5�����'�2��������*)�*������	���>�,����,1

��� 5��� (�)��'� ���� ��.��� ,�����A� ���)�� )��'�� ���
��)���� ���� !�(�� ����� ������A�� ���,���� ,�(�� ����
,�)��I ����.�����'I ����,*�����'���)�(�� ����,��	���
����5�)����(�,�����(���).�.�(�,��2���/��*������������
/��)���� ������ ���'� ����K�*�)��*��32���5����5���'��1
���'����(�������,��-����2�)�������)�� ������ ��(�/������
���������������5�.�)�(�����������'�������-������B�,*���
� ��������)��'��� � ��/��)�/��)�����),� ������ ���8�(� /���
(�.���*� ��� �� , ��A�� ����� ���� ���)2� � ��������� ����(��
��*)�,���#�.�)�(�(� ��� /��/�(�� ����0��� �)�������� ���
������)/���� ���������,2K���������,��5�)������*)��/�1
*���� /�,*)�,���(�� %��)����� 3���)�� 4��'�6� ��,3���
3���)��8�(6����������)�.����������/�,3��������� ���)���
��)��'�����(�(�*��(����*����/2�5��/��,�(����,� ���
��������������)�,��������������(�� ��8�(��D��/������4�
��)����3����)�������/���,��'�����)�/�)(��� �����������
,��� �*���5��/�����,�(��� ��)��5��7�)������� ��.����
��,�� ���)��5�)�6� �����5��'�9����� ��)��� ��,�6�5���
��)��(�3�/4���(�?5��4�(� ��� ,�)��5���� ��,�L�	���
��,�� ��(� ��F����5)����� “finis ”��/)�������� *�'��� � ��
,��2�3����.�)�A� ��.���5��������(��/��)�'�,��������
����5�26������**��������� ��8�(A�����,���6��������)�/1
������ �������)�����'�6� *)�.������ ��)��'� ��)����� ������
��(���*��5��/��������5�������3�����2�(��/�*������?��1
(�)�����������(�L���4����)���� � ����(6�5���?/���(�����
����)����3�/������ ����3�����6L����(��,��2�7�)��������
�����)���(������ �������5��(�)�����������(�� ��,�)/���'�
��5�)(��������)������)�,���(����(��	����B�,*������
������A�� ����� ���5��5���� �����B�3���(�.�������������
����'��� ��8�(���(������4��3����������������*�5�)���(�
*)�.�(��/��/���(�������,���5���3���(������������'��
�������������A���B*�)���/��

#�����'� � �������5��� ��� ���� ,��(�� � �������� *)���1
(�������(�*)��/���5�������������,��5�)��/���*�)��'�
�'�����������������/)�*������,����������5�)�(6�(�1
��),���(����(��*������/����(���)������ ������,���5���
32�����)�/����(����(��*)�'�������5�����/����������)����
��� ����)�����)�����5�2�6� ���2� ���/��(� �� *����5��/��
���,�(� /�)����� � ����//����� #�� �)(���)2� ,����(��
5���(�(�K������5�����,�����/�))�*��3��6�*)�����'������
�����)���)����� �)�3)�3��6� �������/�(� ������)� 32� ���)�
��)�')��(��#����� �������)(���)2�,����(��� ���/���.1
��'�����)��30�/��5���(���).���	��2�/���(������//����
��,� � ��(����2���2���� ���� 4��'� �)� �����6� ��)� ��� 5���
,��������2���������� � ������')��2�� 	��2�/���(� ���� ��1
����������������5���'����2����*�)��������)�/�,�����)�,�
����*�3��/� *�)��6� �)� � ����4��'�3)�3������ *�).�)�����
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/��/�))��/��� +6���� ����� ���� ������� �� ������� &� &
>�? / ���(��������	)�������'�6��')��(����������*�/���'�
4��'K���(�/)���5��/�6���/����'��(6�/������3��)�.�4�(��
	����5���������5�� ������!�(�����(���)��������(�����
4��'�/����),�(� ���� �*���(��'�� ������ ��5�� 	���� ����
,��4� 5��� ��)�5�� ����� +�����<������� ������ ��� � � �
���� ��������� � � ����� ����� ���� � � ������ 6���������� �
���� ������ "� ,����� ���� ���� ������� ������ ����� ���� �
�������� ����%�,���� ������������� ������ ��%��� ��� � � / �
;.��� ��<�

	�������6�����4��'�*�)/��.�(������)�*������5��/�����
��(� �������� M�)��� �&� ��2�� ����� ��� 5��� +���������� �
����� ��%����&�/ � $�� ,���� ��.�� )������(� ����� ���� ����
,������/���(�)����2��)����5�����56�32������5�����*�(�
�/����6�/��(�,��(����(������$��,�'����������.��)�1
���/��(�����������,����6�(�*)�.�(�� ��������@����2���2�
��(� ����')��26�5���(�3��,�)�� ������� ,�)/2����������
�/��,��'�/���*�)���)��������.�)�3���)��� ������ ? ��5
������������� ���� ����������� � � ����� ���� ��� ���� �� �
��%&�L

	��� *)���(����� ��(� *)��/��� 5�)�� )��(2� ��)� ������
	��2�4��5� ���5���(� /�,��� ����)�� ���'� ���2�5�)��
3�/4��'���6�)�,��(��'�����4��'�� �������3��'���������+�
(�)����������7�������������	���4��'�)������(���������)��
5������5�2����K�����������/��5���(���.�����3���B1
�/���(�����,������.��3����5���������.2����)����������
'�.�� ���� ��/����)2� �)(�)�6� ��(� ���� ����/�� '��)(��
5���� ������� �))���� ���� ������@�� 7�����!������)� ��(�
3)��'���,��������*��/��� ���B�/������

M�)������������������*�GG���'�����)��(���������'����)����
����)�(� ������� ���������8�(6�5��,� ��� ��).�(�/��1
�������26�5���(�/�)�����2�(���.�)���,��D�����)������5���
��� �B*)������� ��������� �)�,�)��2����������'� �������1
��)��/�������,������)�'�)(�(����'��(����(��(6��������
/���)K� 5���� ��� /�,�� ��� ���� (��� ��B�� ,�)���'� ���
5�����������������)���3�������� �������5�����5����������
��)���)���)����4��	�������)��/�,*��2�/�,���������(��6�
������2�����)'��)���(�*������5��/���������,����/���(�
)��,� �)���2�3����)�,�5��/�����2�/���(� ������/�*�6�
�**)��/��(�32�,��������������*�2����*��'���������)�,�
������)��/���	�����)�������'�.�/��,�5���*����(�(�5��
����������� ��(� ���(� ���*�����2�������� ����)��������*���
5��)������ ������ �5����(� ��,�� 	��� �)��� ')����� �������
���)��/����������������5����������(���/4�(���(������(�
5��������4��'A���������(�������� ������/���*�)���)�����
����� ���)�� ���(� 3�� ��� ���*�/���� ��B��,�)���'� �����
��2�����,*�����(���.�)�����/��(�,��(�,�����(�3����
,�(��� 	��)��5���(6�� ��/��)��6�3�� '��)(�� *����(����
���� '���6�0���� ��� /���� ��2� � ��������A�� �5�� �)���(�
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��'����)�����,���������'�����5���3)�5+3������ �����
��'���'�� ���,�'���5���� ��.��3��������6� ��/�(�5���� ��
�����(��)����� ����������*)��/�*���,����B/�*��������6����
2���(�(��'�����������5��3����)�0�(',��������,�'�������
��.���//�))�(������,�������������5���(��30�/���������
(�/)��K� ����)� ���6� ������� ��,�����5��� �� ,���������6�
5�)���**��'�����8�(6���(�,�'���)������3�2�3���B1
*�/��(������**�)������'���)��� �(���� ��)����*)�3�3�2�
��5��������(����)��/��3��5������������'�(�� ��������)1
������ ��(� ���� ���� 8�(� � � � ������6� ��(� *�)��*��
)������(�����������2�)�����������/���(� ������)�����2�
�30�/���-����2�)���������'��(�

" ��/��)����������3���.�(��������,����)��B*�/��(�
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'���'����3�� �3)�'���(� ��� �//������ ������4��'A��(�1
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���'�������������5����?/�������������,�(����������1
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3�(2�/���3��2���(�(����8�(��������)�,������ ��)�'��1
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���������5���������*�)������)�����2�� ��5��/��������,���
3�(2����3�����*�/��)����.�)2�,�,3�)�� ������?7��)/��
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����� �7� �� � � ���������� ������%���������� ����� ����� �
� ����7� �� �� ����������� ���������� ��� ���� ��������� �
� ��,���� ��� ���� %������� � � �� ���� ������ %�,��� �
��������� � � ����� (�� M������ ���� ��������� � � ���������� �
�� ��/ �;�*���&�� ��<�

"���,�2�/����(�)���������������������������������(�
���)���)�� ��� *�)����� *��2�� ��� ��)� ��)(A��*�)�3�������
��(�����������������������(������5��)�� ����������5���
��.�)��2�)�*)�,��(�(���)�����,�4��'�'��(�����������
�������,����)A����).�/���D����������)�, �,3�)�(6����6�
���������7�)������@����).�/��(��������)���������2��������
)����������*�5��������3)���)���3�������.�)2���*�/�����
(���2�����6��������������'�����������,�'���)�.����,��2�
��((�����������5��/��/���(�3��/���)����2�(�.���(����
����*)������ ��8�(�� -�������2,�� ��2�:�I

+���� ������ ������� ���� ��%%��� ���, �
2������������ ���� ��� �������� ��,�
D��%� ��� ����� ������ ���� �� ���� �
��� ������ ��� ������ ������� ;��&�/
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��(� ��� ��/�� ���� ��/��)�/��)����3���'���),�(�5��/��
5��������/������5��������������,���6�����������,�,3�)6�
��4������ ����������.��'�)�6�,�2�'��)��2�8�(��$�5��)���
�)������*���A��5�)(��?"��������)��'���� ���������4����
����/�3��6�(�*��(��������,�'���� ������/����L��8�(A��
.�������)�����(����)�����)�,�������� ��,���

$�5��,*�)����������/�����,��������'������,�,���P�
�.�)2�(�/�������.�)���4�������))�.�(���������,�,�����
��� ��� �)��� ����� ���� ,�2� *��(�)� ��� �(��� ��)�(�2�� �)�
5��4���)�2��)�6�3��������'���,�,�������2�������(�(�
��)�����������(�/�����6���,���,����))�.�/�3����	�����)���
(�/���������2���(����������5�������5�)4������,�,�����
-3)���,6�/����(�� ��8�(6��,,�(�����2�5������)������
�3�(���/��� ������� (���),���(� ��/�� ��)����� ��� ��).�

��� ,��(����� ����*�� 	��� ������� ���.�� '�)�� ��(� ������ ���
8�(��8�(���� '�.�� �*������),2�5�������F�����������
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�������������,�����)�,��(������ ��������.�����.���
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�����(�����3�(2�5��/��$��5���(�'�.����)����� ��������
����5�)�(�� ��/�� ��������� ����������(� � ������ ��)(�/���
,���� ��� ,�/��
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"����,��6� 5��� ��� ���� ��30�/�� � �� ����A�� �����)� ���
�����,��6�)��� �5�2��)�,� ���� ,����)�� ���� ���4��5�
5��)�����)����"3.�����26��.��������������'�6�?����.�)�
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���� ��� ���� � � �� � �BB �;7���� &�� �<�
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������� %�%���� ���� ��������� ������ ������&� (����� �
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������!�� “So He bringeth them
++++++++++++++++++++++++++++� into their desired haven”
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	�)����)26�9�����5��/��(�������)��'�� ��5���+��+(����,��
��(���)��'�+3�,�.�����)��*��/������)�/����2�'������������
')���� /����6� ��� �*��� .��5�� ������ 5��� ,�'��� /�)�� ���
����� �('��'� ��)� 5�2� ����� ����� ������������� ����� ��
5�(�56� *��)�2+/��(� ��(� ,����2+��(6� /���� ����������
�*�/�����/����)���)��)�.����'���I �5��,����6����.�����
���������������5��������� ��������'�����*���26������.���
����*)�/��� �������'����*�))�5�;!����� �R���<�I �3��6����
5���?������)���.��'LP�D������')�,�/���)�������3����(�

"���5��/������2���3��).�(6I ��(��**)�.�(��D����
����)�3����*�����)���������)+��+3)��4��'���������5���
)������(� ��� ���� 3����(�)� ,�(�� /�,*�)������ !�)��
��������2����P�I ��5��,����� � � � � � ,�)����������2������
	��� �����)�� ���)������ � ������ M��/��5��� '���6� ��(�
��)�����3)����,�,�������������/)�/����(�2��*�����)��
��(��������/����������(����������� -���)����6�,�,,��+�
)�((��� ����'�� ���� ������� ,�'���3�6� ���)��5�)�� ������
������ ��� ��)����5���5���(� /����/)��������)����6�����
�������)�2������������6�/���.��'������.�)�(�)4����'��42K�
�������2� '���� � ��0�2���� ��'����� ��))�5A��3�)(����'�
���(P

��� ��� ���5�������� ��,3�����3)����)��)������)��������
��)(6������������ �������������(�������)�����#����������
���F���/�� ����� �5�2�� ���� )��*����.�� /)�5(� ��)����
���)����,�5���� )��(2�*����#��� ��� /����2�'�������'��(�
��)��*�)4���'�'�,P� "��2������5��,����6�����,���� ���
.����6����������,��'�����**��)��/�6�3�������5��/�1
��'��2��5�������6���(�����������������.���2�.����������
	����,�������$��.���)�����������������������'��I �����
�������)�)�F��)��'���%����)A��*�),����������K���������
�*�))�5�5��/�� ����%����)�(��'������4��5K����� ����
/�*�� ��/��(�5���)�����)�(��������#�,�6���(� � � � � �����
�5��,�����5��/��/�������������A�����P

����5����/���,�����(�N���)��*���*��4����2� �������
5�)(�

Only a little word, softly and kindly,
Breathed in the ear o f the sad and oppressed.

Oh how it tenderly steals like a melody�
Over life’s billows, and lulls them to rest.

Only a little word, softly and kindly�
Dropped in a heart that is blighted and�

chilled,
Oh how its gentle strain tunes every chord�

again
Waking the echoes that sorrow has stilled.

�������� ���� ������� 5�)(� 3�� ���� ��4��� � ��2��)��5��
,�����6������/�����������������)����)2�� ��2��)���)(6���(�
$��5�����//�*��������2��)�?���L�

$�5�(��*�)����'�2���5�5�)����������)��(���� �������1
��/�������(�(���'���(�)��'�������.���)A�������2��)����
��)��P� $�� 5��� ��/)�����'�2� 3�/�,��'� �� ?!��� � ��
��))�5�� ��(� �/F������(� 5���� ' )�� �A�� -� (��*����'�
/���/������������������?��(L���)�5��/��$����(�/�,��
�����)���5�����)��(2����,��'�(�)4�2�����(�()�.����,�
)�*����(�2����,�������+��*��)�������(����)�*)�2�)��%)�,�
������,����������)�����'�)�����������/���/������������
�**)��/���'�(�����*)�,*��(���,����,�4��)���)��/��
��� ���� "decease which he should accomplish at�
Jerusalem”.� 	��� ���5�)(� /�)/�,����/��� � �� �����
/���'�(� ')����2�� 	��� *�)��(� � ����//������� 5�)4� ���
8���������(�()�5����� ������(6�,����2�3�/������ ������
)����������3��,�(����3)��(+��(+����+*)�.�(��'�4��'��
9�)�����,� ��(� ���6� �)�,� ���� ���)�6� �*���(� ���(� �)�
���)�������,6�(��,��'���,�� ��������5�2�3�)��6���(����
���� ���(�F����� �(�/������ ��� ������2� ��)� ���(��� ����
8���������(�()��4�(��*�2�� ��3������'��)�,��������(���
-�(� ��5��.���8������� ��(�?��(� ��� ���5�)�� ���� ��/��
�)�,� ��,L6� ��� ���'�)� ���(��'�3����2� ��� ��,� ����� ���
�����(� (���)�� ���� /�,*��2� � � � � � ���*���(� ��(� )�1
0�/��(�� ��,��6�4��5��'����������(��)����8�������5���
/����(6�����!���� ����))�5������������/����4�������������
'���*����9�)�����,6�4��5��'����������5������5�����
*)�*�����5���(���.�����/�,*��/������3�������2��'�
��,��-��������������)������)������(�')�**�(���,6�,��(�
��(�3�(2����4�6�)�.�����'�����������������������5�)(��
� ��/����)�� �*��� 7�*�)���,� ��(� ���� /������ 32� ����
����� ��� ����� ���5�� ������� ��� ���� �B�/���'� ��),�� *���
�*���(��/�*�����*�I ���/����),�����?������,���4���*�
����/)���L6�I �?/���2��()��4�� ������7�*�������� ������
()��4L�

-))�.��'� ���9�)�����,6�����5�3�� ��,���/�� ��(� ��1
�)�'���3�'������5��.�� ���� ��)��(���3�������� ��)�����
%�)�������/��(���(�/��/������'����)������/�,�6���4��'�
32�5���� �����)��2� $�� ()�.�� ���� ,���2+/���'�)��
�)�,�����%����)A��$������	���������/)�3�����(�7�����
�)���������'��������,������,� �������)��)�3���+,���2�
�)�*K�����)����,�������3����.��'���((�/���6���*��'�
�����//��(�5��)������)�������(6�*)�*���(�(���*���2�
F��33��� I � ��/�� ��(� ���� �� ��4��� � ������ �/2� ��,��1
*��)�������5��/��$����(���)������,������ �.�)2����'�
(�����(������������(�5���()�5��'����)�I ��������)�1
��'�*�/4�������')2�5��.���5�)��/�����'�����*�������)�
*)�2P� $�6� ����5�)��2� ��,3�� ��8�(6� ��(� *)������(�
��,���������9�)�����,� ����� ����*� ��)����� �,*��(��'�
����'���)P
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, � � - � � � .' � � � - � � � 2� /001BIBLE STUDY MONTHLY16

A call to surrender all!����$"����$

In Romans 12. 1-2, the Apostle beseeches his read­
ers to present their bodies living sacrifices. He urges 
them to be transformed, not merely to become in­
formed as to God’s will and purposes, notto reform 
in the sense of becoming moral, but to be transformed 
by the renewal of their minds in order to demon­
strate that God’s will is a good will, a perfect will, a 
most acceptable will. How often the will of God is 
disassociated from the idea of sacrifice, and sacri­
fice from the expressed will of God. This is well 
illustrated in the presumptuous presentation of the 
burnt offering by King Saul and the prophet Samu­
el’s rebuke +��� ����� ��� ������� ����� ����������� ���  
��� ����,��� ����� ����� � � �� � ���%�9  (1. Sam. 15. 22).

In the Beatitudes, as arranged in Matthew’s Gos­
pel, Jesus gives a series of qualities that would 
characterise his followers, and distinguish them. It 
has been said that the Sermon on the Mount does not 
fit this world. Jesus never said that it did. It is said by 
some that these teachings of Jesus are for the King­
dom Age; they are not practical in this Age. But +��  
�������,��������������������������7��������������I  ” 
(1 Cor. 6. 2). The saints could never teach the world 
the righteous laws of the kingdom if they had never 
applied these rules to themselves in this life. The 
teachings of Jesus are for disciples, now; their moral 
and spiritual excellency is not attractive to fallen hu­
man nature.

Consider some of the conditions of discipleship: 
forbidding even a word of contempt; having no im­
pure desires; loving and praying for those who 
despitefully use one; rendering good for evil; warn­
ing against hypocrisy; warning against being over 
concerned about daily sustenance; warning against 
judging, and, at the same time showing the necessity 
of judging between a true and a false prophet; ex­
horting to build on a rock. The question arises. “Who 
is sufficient for these things?”. Jesus foresees the 
difficulty, and prescribes, +#�,�� �%���������������� ��  
���F� ���,�� �������� ����������F� ,���,�� ���� ��� �����  
��� ����������������+&  (Luke 11.9).

Many a professed Christian has taken false com­
fort in these words, thinking that this is of general 
application, that here is a blank cheque which needs 
only to be filled in and presented for payment. And 
we, who have the first fruits of the Spirit, are often 
overtaken in this same fault, as writes James, +H��

Discipleship! How little has this been in considera­
tion during the great doctrinal disputes which have 
marred the history of the visible Church! Rather it 
has been orthodoxy, measured by strictness of ad­
herence to a creed or system of interpretation. But, 
no matter how correct views might be regarding the 
teaching of the Bible, simply holding correct views is 
not being a follower of Jesus, —  is not discipleship.

The word disciple as used in the New Testament 
is not an exact synonym for pupil, or student, or 
scholar. It implies not only an adherence to the teach­
ings of Jesus, but also an attachment to the personal 
Jesus himself. Being simply students of the Bible in 
no way implies discipleship; the word carries with it 
the ideaofbeing disciplined, beingtrained and devel­
oped by instruction and exercise in godliness.

There are many Scriptural illustrations of the rela­
tionship existing between Christ and the Church, but 
this one of discipleship is that by which our lives and 
conduct are being measured by God, the Father; and, 
whether we are aware of it or not, by those with 
whom we come in contact day by day. When Jesus 
was on earth He could say, +#����������. ��%�������  
������� . ��%� ���� ������ � � ����� �����94  but knowing 
that He was not to remain here He said to his disci­
ples, +H��� ���� ���� ������� � ����� � � � ��&� &� &� !�������  
������ ��� ������ �������%���� ����� �����%��� ��������  
����� ���,��� ����������� ����� ׳ 8������ ������ ��� ��  
��� ��9�= Matt. 5. 14-16; John 9. 5). Disciples have 
no light of themselves; whatever of the light of truth 
the world may see in them has to be that much of 
Christ that is reflected.

There is a tendency to put outward activity in place 
of the inward work of grace, transformation of life 
and character, sanctification.. In the closing portion 
of the Sermon on the Mount (Matt. 7. 21-23) Jesus 
warns against this, saying +����� ������������������  
�����%��� !����� !����� ������ ������ ����� ���� ,�����%  
� � ���� ��/�  for many will come presenting their 
works, to whom Jesus will say, +��� ���,�������F  
����������%� %��� ��� ����� ���,� ��������9&  In aston­
ishment they might ask. Workers of iniquity? what 
was wrong about preaching in your name? casting 
out demons? doing wonderful works? They were 
doing this on their own, having their own programme 
and activities, disregarding the Divine instructions, not 
being “co-labourers with God”.
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�����.�,���6�����(�.�����*�)���(�)�/����������')�/����(�
,�)/2�� ��8�(6���� +������������ � �������A������� ����� �
��� ����������� � �;����������� ����� �L�;>�,�� ��� ��<�

��������������/��� ������$��2��*�)������?/��.�/��� �����6�
� ��)�'����������6���(�� ��0�(',���L6������������/�,1
��'���(�)�/��.�/����� �����)��(2�3���'�(�����5����32�
8�(� ��)� ���� *�)*���� � �����(��'� ��� )�*�����/�� ��(�
�.������� (��/�*�����*�� -��9����� ���(6� +��� ���� ��� �
��%�� ����� %��� ������� ��� ��� �� ��� ����� ��%� � � �%� �
8����� �L�;9���������<�������.�������'����������/�,��
���8�(���)���)'�.�����6���(��������)(�����/���6�?	�4��
,2�2�4���*���2�����(����)��� ��,�L6�2�������)��*�����
,����3������)��2�.������)2��	��)��������/��)/�����	����
5��� ����.��� ��� ����/���� ���9����6�5���5��� ? ������ �
� � �; � � / � ;$�3�� ���&<�� $��� )��*�����5��6� +. �������� �
�������������� �L ;�����& R �� E VK�$�3�� �R+�+�<6���(��'���6�
+. ����� ����� %�� ������� � � ���� ������ &� &� &� ��������� �
����� %��8������ �� �� %��� �������� . ����� ����� %� �
����&� ��� %��� ��,��� ������% � %��� . � ���� ��� ����� � � �
% ��� ��: � ;��� �//�)(��/�� 5���� 8�(A��5���6� $�3�� �R��
�R<�� +. ��� �� ���������� ��� ���� ��� ������ ����. ��� � �
���������� ��� ��,�� ��� ����� � �.��� ��� 8�����,����
$�� /���(� ��.�� ��(��5��.�� ��'����� � ����'���� �������
/�,,��(����(���.�)���,��)�,������,*��(��'��)(����
� ���)���6�/)�/���B���6���(�(������$��)�����*)�2�)��������
�����):� +. � ���� ������������� ���� ����� ������������% �
%�F� �� ����������� ���� ��� . � ������ ���� ��� ����� � ���/& �
$�)�� 5�� ���� 9����� /)�����'� ���� � ����,������.�)2�
*����3����2�� �������5��5����3���'��B�)/���(�/���)�)2����
����%����)A��5����

����+(������ ��(� /)����3��)��'�,����/��B����� 	����
�(���� ��/)����3��)��'����,�/��,����(�)����(6����������
,����2�����'���� �����3���'�������(�)��'�� ��������3����
5��/�� ������'�/���3��(���� ��25�2�� -�����'�� ��� ���
���(� � ��9����������$��?��(�)�(�����/)���K�(��*����'�
�������,�L6�2��������������5)�����6� +2���������������? �
8������� ���� ���%�����% ����������F������������������ �
��%��. ��������������� �L�;9���� ������<�� ���5�����������
��(�)��'�� �������5��/��/���(�����3����/�*�(K����5���
����(���'������3���������)�,��������������5�)4��'�� ��
����%����)A��*�������*�����'��5�2�����32�������/)���/��
�����,�����;��7�)�������<�

7)����3��)��'�5��� �*�4��� � ��32����� ��)(�3���)��
$��5�����4������3��/)�/����(K����)���)�����,������.��
��(���'����/��/��5��/��5���(�3��)�/�'����(�32�����
���)�)�6������9�����5���(�������.�����(�����������'�)��
� ���*��/���D�����������,�����'N�7)�/���B����5�������
>�,��� ,����(� � ���B�/������ ��)� /����� � ���B�)�,��
��5��������K�������5��'�/����,*����)�����/��(�,��(6�
���5�������,�4��'���*�3��/��B�,*���� ��>�,�A��)���1

��,&� ��������� �� ����� ������������ ��,��%����� ���� �
����%��������%�� ����������������� ������/ � ;9����&��
�<������+����)����(�,��������������,��6���(�������/���'��
�.������(��/�*����

	�����)���)�F����������(��/�*�����*� ��6�����B*)����(�
32�9����6����3��?*��)�����*�)��6���)�����)�� �������4��'1
(�, � � � � � � � . � �L� I � �� � �� ��6� 3�����( � �)�� �� ��
����+)�����/�(��-�(�������')����5������������)�*�)��(�
5�)(�����9����6�?���������,���(��2���,����6����/��1
����3��,2�(��/�*��L���������(�����+5����,����3��5�))�(�
�'������ ��� �)(�)������8�(A��5���� ,�2���.�� ����5�2��
����+5������(�8�(A��5����/������*��/�����2�/�+�B�������
����,��(�������5���(+3��(��/�*����%����������/����)2�
��)�����6� 3�/����� ���� ����)��� ,��� /��� ���� ���2�����
����)��K� ��(����� ����)���2�������� ,����3�/�,������
,����)��������)(�)���)��������*����,*��/����)������6���(�
�3�(���/����6��������/���'��� ��9����6�/����(���������
$�� ���5���������/)�*��)�����2�$�� ��6�?���� ����������
��.��'�8�(L6������B�/��)�*)������������ ��8�(����,���
;$�3�� ��� �+�K�9���� ��� �+�EK� �� 9���� ��� �+&<�

	��)���)����)��� ��5��5��/�� ��.�����(��5���� ����:�
����+*)���).�����K����������)���K�����+(�������	�����)���
� �����������'��(6���)�?����+*)���).������ ���������5�� ��
#���)�L�� 	�������5�2�8�(� ����5�.�������F�����2����
���)��������/�,*��������� ��, ��A��,�4�+�*��%��)6����
������6������'��(�����'K����'��)(���'��������(��/�������1
������ ���B�����/���	������5�� ������+*)���).��������������
�.��� �������.�'���3���5�)�(������/��3��(��� ��')���6�
��/�� ��)�36� ��/�� �)��6� ���4�� ��� ,�������� ���� �B���1
��/�����������.�)��,���������������/��(�� ����������5�6�
����� *�)������'� ��� ����+����)���6� /��)�/��)����� ���� ���
-(�,A��*����)��26�����)���(��)�,���,�5������)�(�/�(�
����+5��������**�����������8�(A��5���������+����)������1
�.�����������(�.�(�������������,*�)������3�.����������K�
���,�4��� �����������)���(�5��/�� ���� ��� ����5�)�(�)�1
.��.��K���(�����,�)������+/���)�(6�����,�)��,���)�3���
��(���.���������������(�.�(����������������)(�� ��������
��5�6�������������+(�����6� ���3���/��������Q��'(�,� ���
8�(�� ��� 5��� ����/����(� ��,�� ��(� �'���� 32� 9����6�
?�B/�*����,���(��2���,����6����/������3��,2�(��/�1
*��L�

	��(��2���������������2�,����)6���)�����������(��2��'�
������ ����,�����'6�3���(��2��'�����.�)2��������(6�����
�'���#�/����)��26����)���������3������(�F�����,���.��
�����(�/���������3,�)'��'�� ������6���(������,���.�����
(�/��)�(� ���3��?���� )�(�,*�����5��/�� ��� ��� 7�)����
9����L����3��)��'���(�)�(��*�/��.�/�����������6���(�
���(��'��������)�''���'���)�*�)������)�'������������/1
/�,*������� ������� 3��� �� (��*�)� �5�)������ � ������
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come after me6�let him deny himself and take up�
his cross, and follo w me

-������,���(� ��������3�.��*����'�6� ������5��������
��� ������������5�2� � ������+(������ ��(� /)����3��)��'6�
������(����3���'���(���'������(���'�����5�������8�(6�5����
3��*)������(������������/�6�5����������,�5������(�(�1
/���(��������5���� � ��8�(6������''��������)5���� ������
�����/���D��)��(�������� �&&6RR;	����>�.�� �&�&:� “These�
are they who follow the Lamb whithersoever he�
goeth”.� -�����)� ���� 5���� ���(6� �U	��)�� ��� ��� ��/��
����'� ��� ���2� (��/�*�����*L�� D�2� �����(� ���)��3�N�
	���4�� ������,�'����(��� ������)�5�)(���)������5��'�
7�)�����	��3��/�������(�3���)������%����)���(���������
���2���'���K�?���3����4����,6����������,���������LK����
3����*�)��4�)�� ������'��)2K��������5������,����������)���6�
��(�)��'��5������,����3)��'��'�����/�.������(�3����1
��'���������������,������� ��������)��P� ��������������?��)����
'���6���(�����))�5�5�2L6�3���������(����������I ����)1
��������6�������.��������)��

“As great multitudes followed Jesus, he turned�
and said unto them, I f  any come to me and hate�
not his father, and mother, and wife, and children�
and brethren, and sisters, yea, and his own life�
also, he cannot be my disciple. And whosoever�
doth not bear his cross, and come after me, can­
not be my disciple. ”�	����$���B*�����(�5�2��������
�5�� *�)�3���� I � *�)�3���� 5��/�� ��.�� 3���� ,�/��
,����(�)����(:�����*�)�3����������3���(��'�� ������5�)�
5������������/��������(��������������K���(�����������4��'�
'���'����,�4��5�)��'������������)�4��'�5���� ��*�1
)��)���)/���;��4�� �&����+��<��D����9�����������/���'�
���������������������+���)��(�����5��������(�6���)������1
/�)��26���)�����������)�����5�������)��(�(�.���(�����
�������5����� ��8�(6����)��5�����.�������2�3��/�,*)�1
,�����	�������,���������/���)����.�)������������**��������
,�2�/�,���)�,����A���5����������(6���,��26��)���(���
������)�������2�/�,*)�,���� ����������3���������*�)�����
����5���(+3��(��/�*��6� ��)�����5�)�(� ���� ������'����
/�,*)�,���P� ?7����� ���� /���L� (���� ���� �)� )����)6�
�����(����6�/��.�2���������'���� ��(��/��)�'��'�(��/�1
*�����*K�������(6���������5�)���'���������,����3�����/�)�6�
�)����)��5����3��/�,*)�,���6�(�����6���(�/����������
��)���2�����6�����'����)�������'���(���,��6�5����/���1
���'����)���.����(�������������6���)�(�.���������7�)����
��(� ���� ���/���'��� -�(� ����6� 9����� �((�6� “Salt is�
good: but i f  the salt have lost its savour, where­
with shall it be salted?�L6� 	���6����� �������������� �����
���� ��.��)6� ��� ���� ��/�� *)������(� (��/�*��� 5��� ����
/��/�(�(��������*)�0�(�/���� ��������5������(�����5�2�
� ��7�)���I ����5�2�� ��)�'�������������(�'�(������

��������� ��� *�����,���6� ���� /��(�,��(� 5��� /�,1
*����(����/�))2��������*��/��� ���B�/����������5��(���
3��,�� ����� 5�)�� ��� 3�� ���� ,���)���� ��)� ���� /)�����
	���6������/����,�3�/�,���������)/��� ��������'�)�����
�*��/��5��/��9��������(K���(� ���,����6� ���$�����(�
��6� ������������������/��������/�� ���(���'�8�(@��5�����
,�'���3�������5��/��5���(����(����,�)(�)�������)�(�
32� ��)���2� *�5�)�� ��(� ����/������ � ��5����.�)� (�1
')���� -�(� ��� 5�� )��(� ��� >�.�� ��� �R:� “Be thou�
faithful unto death ”���)� ��� ��� ����(�')���� ����������1
��������������B*)����(���������3�(���/���������%����)A��
5���� ��� ���3�/�,���4��5�6� ��� ,����)�5�������� ���1
/�,��,�2�3��� ��/�� ���5���5����9�����5����������2�
;�<� “made himself o f  no reputation,� 3��� ����� ;3<�
“was obedient unto death, even the death o f  the�
cross”� ;������ ��� �+��<�� “He learned obedience by�
the things which he suffered”� ;�B*�)���/�(<6� ��(�
3�/�,������ “author o f  eternal salvation to all who�
obey him� �����5���,� �������(��/�*���6� ���)4����'�
��3,����.��2������,��;$�3�����E6�<�

�����4�� �&�� ��+�&������ ������ ��������������)���(� ���
����)���/���/��� ��������,������)���������)������8�(A��
Q��'(�,6����*�)��4��� ������������� ����.��)������)�(�
��������6������.�������5C���*�5����7�)�����������'�������
�)��� �����.���2��)�'����D����.�)����)���������3���)��
���8�(A��3�����(�5���6���5�2������'�5��������������'�/���
)������5�2�5�������(�3��(���'���,�����'�����6�������
���� *�)�3��:� “I  have bought a piece o f  ground,�
and I  must needs go see i t”: “I  ha\>e bought five �
yoke o f oxen, and I  go to prove them ”: “I  have�
married a wife, and therefore I  cannot come� -���
����������)�����2��B/����K�����)����)��������)�(�/���+�
��'������.������������������)���2��������(�����)����6�����
)������(�'��(6��)��'�.���*)��)��2��.�)�����)�����������
����'��� �������*�)���

�������)������������3����2�� ����������)���,��(����')��*�
��(���(�)����(�������'����/��/����(�5������,������
�����������'��� ��8�(�;�� 7�)����� �&<��	�������5���������
��� )�/�)(�(� ��� !����� ���� ��+�&�5���6� ����)� ����)A��
/���������� � ��9����� ��� U���� 7�)���6� ���� ���� � ������
��.��'�8�(L6�9�����3�'������ ���5�������� �,,�(�����
�����5�)�� ����� “he must go up to Jerusalem, and�
suffer many things o f  the elders, and chief priests,�
and scribes, and be killed . . . Then Peter took�
him, and began to rebuke him, saying, Be it far �
from thee, Lord: this shall not be unto thee. But�
he turned, and said unto Peter, Get thee behind�
me, Satan, thou art an offence unto me: for thou�
savourest not the things that be o f  God. but those�
that be o f m en”.� 	����9�����/�������(� “I f  any will
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����� ������ ���� ������� ������� ��� ��� � � ����������4  
������ � � ����7� � � ����� ���� ���� ������� ��%� �������  
���� ������� �����������������%��� ������� ��������� ��  
���� ������ ����� � � ����� ������� � � �; � � /&  (Hebrews 
�� . � , � ) .

�"���� ���� &����$	� ���*�������� +���	��# 

— objectionable. Such a one is no longer able to bring 
conviction and witness to the reality of eternal life 
and eternal judgment.

Let us then, “���������� � ������������ �����������  
������ ����� ��� ������� ���������� �������� ��� ���� ����  
��������� ���� ����� ����� ��� ���� ������� ���� ���,���

C.T.Ward ��������������� )� ���������� ���	�

From then on, Timothy became a kind of repre­
sentative for Paul, often being sent on missions which 
Paul was unable to execute himself, in consequence 
of which he speedily became well known to the Chris­
tian congregations in Asia and Greece. Unlike Luke, 
who was the constant companion of Paul and never 
left his side, Timothy was away in some distant place 
carrying out some special commission as much as 
he was in attendance on the Apostle. He became, in 
short, a trusted and trusty right hand man whom Paul 
could send anywhere knowing that whatever it was 
he had been commissioned to do would be well and 
truly carried out.

Upon Timothy’s acceptance of this offer of serv­
ice with Paul, the three made their way through 
Roman Asia to the seaport of Troas, where they made 
the acquaintance of Luke, who then joined them. Here 
Paul had the dream of the man from Macedonia, 
beseeching him to cross the sea to Greece and preach 
his message there. So the four found themselves at 
Phillip¡, where Paul and Silas were thrown into prison 
as a result of the affair of the demon-obsessed slave- 
girl. Luke and Timothy appear to have escaped 
involvement in the incident. Then on to Thessalonica 
and Berea — where Timothy and Silas remained 
while Paul went on alone to Athens and Corinth. 
Rejoining Paul at Corinth they laboured together for 
eighteen months in the establishment and nurturing 
of the Corinthian church, then to Ephesus, Jerusalem 
and finally the home church at Aritioch which had 
sent out the two missionaries in the first place. Timo­
thy must have made himself quite at home at Antioch 
and speedily won a place in the service of the church.

This state of affairs was not to last long. Paul’s 
restless spirit demanded renewed travels in the in­
terests of the Gospel, and before a year was out he 
embarked on his third missionary journey, through 
Asia and Macedonia.

This time he headed quite a party; besides Timo­

Perhaps the most human aspect of the Apostle 
Paul’s complex character was the affection he felt 
for the young man he had converted during his first 
visit to Lystra in Roman Asia at almost the beginning 
of his evangelical life-work. “My dearly beloved son”, 
“my own son in the faith’ he called him. The depth of 
feeling he felt for the youth who became one of his 
most loyal co-labourers is manifest by many an allu­
sion. The association between Paul and Timothy 
lasted only some twenty years but during that twenty 
years there was forged a bond that led to one of the 
most pathetic pleas in history —  Paul’s letter from 
the condemned cell at Rome to Timothy at Ephesus, 
urging him to come quickly that he might see him 
once more before he died.

Timothy was evidently quite young, probably in his 
teens, when Paul visited Lystra for the first time dur­
ing the course of his first missionary journey. The 
time, about A.D. 47 about fourteen years after the 
Crucifixion. He w as of mixed parentage, his father 
being a Greek and his mother, Eunice, a Jewess. 
Despite this fact the lad was evidently brought up in 
the Jewish faith and when Paul came to Lystra with 
the good news of the gospel of Jesus Christ, Timo­
thy, as well as his mother and his grandmother Lois, 
at once accepted the faith and declared themselves 
for Christ. Together with other converts, they formed 
a Christian community, a local church there in Lystra, 
and in these surroundings the boy Timothy rapidly 
grew in knowledge and grace. Thus when Paul again 
visited the town some six years later during his sec­
ond missionary journey, his attention was taken by 
the zealous young man, who by now was @@�������5
�������� � ���� ���� ��������� ����� ����� ���!���������  
.�����%/  (Acts 16. 1). The consequence was that 
Paul invited Timothy to join him in his journeys and 
work, an invitation which was enthusiastically ac­
cepted. When Paul and Silas left Lystra to continue 
their journeying, Timothy went with them.
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in the water and too far from the bank to be fished 
out easily. Elisha seems to have shaped a iong pole 
to a roughly flat form and thrust the pole into the 
water in such a fashion as to insert its end under­
neath the axe-head as it lay on the river bed. He had 
only to let go his own end of the pole to have it rise to 
the surface, bearing upon its farther extremity the 
lost implement. The relieved youth had then only to 
reach out for the floating timber, bring it carefully to 
the bank, and recover his axe-head. This is precisely 
what the narrative says +# � � � ��� � � � � � � �� ���  
��������� ���,� � � /&

Why so trivial an incident is recorded at all is a bit 
of a puzzle. The historical books of the kingdom of 
Israel were compiled by many generations of histori­
ans over a period of five hundred years or so and this 
little interlude, 2 Kings 6. 1-7, might well have been 
written down in the first place by the youth who lost 
the axe, a memory of the manner in which the great 
prophet of Israel came to his aid in a relatively trivial 
personal problem. Those responsible later on for com­
piling this part of the Book of Kings might have 
considered the incident worthy of record as illustrat­
ing how Elisha in all his greatness did not abstain 
from quite minor deeds of helpfulness when the oc­
casion came before him. But we need not only ask 
why the compilers included such a narrative; they 
were guided by the Holy Spirit and we also have to 
ask why the Holy Spirit saw to it that this story was 
included. There must be a reason, for +������������  
��� �� ��� ��� ������������ � � �; ��� ���� ��� ����������  
�� � � ���������� � � � � ��������� � � � � ������������ �� �� ��5
���������� �����������������/  (2 Tim. 3. 16). Maybe 
it is that an admittedly learned and devoted man of 
God who might easily be charged with being a mys­
tic and out of touch with the affairs of daily life is 
here shown, despite his piety and “other-worldliness”, 
to be of a practical mind and definitely aware of the 
troubles and needs of his fellows. When the lad was 
in trouble Elisha came to the rescue with a business­
like application of elementary mechanics and his pupil 
was duly grateful. We too, with all our knowledge of 
and insight into the things of the next world, do well if 
w׳e can, w׳hen occasion arises, render practical as­
sistance to those of our fellows who have become 
involved in some everyday trouble. To that extent 
the story has certainly been given for our example 
and instruction in righteousness.

Ever ready to seize upon the miraculous, past gen­
erations of commentators have called this the miracle 
of the swimming axe-head; more than one volume 
of Bible Study helps lists this incident under the head­
ing of “Old Testament Miracles” . There seems 
singularly little purpose in such a miracle. No great 
lesson is expounded or public demonstration of di­
vine sovereignty given. A careless youth had his lost 
axe-head returned to him in the sight of half a dozen 
companions and that is all. The incident is related in a 
casual, matter-of-fact fashion as though it was not a 
matter of any great importance and then the histo­
rian goes on to talk of something else.

The Jordan near Gilgal is between sixty and a hun­
dred feet wide and varies in depth between four and 
six feet, with a well defined channel flanked by level 
terraces on which, more particularly in ancient times, 
there grew an abundance of trees, canes, shrubs and 
reeds. The water was too deep to retrieve the axe- 
head easily and yet not so deep that a little ingenuity 
would not solve the problem. Elisha “cut down a stick” 
according to the A.V. “Cut down” — +������9  — 
means to form or shape, as with a tool of some kind. 
An example is 1 Kings 6. 25 and 7. 37 " . . .  . 
cherubims of one measure and ��L�/  where "size” 
stands for “shape”. The two olive wood cherubims 
in the Temple were both of the same sculptured shape. 
Another example is Cant. 4.2. “Like a flock of sheep 
that are � � � � � the paring of the wool from the 
sheep is likened to the paring down of wood that is 
shaped. “Stick” in the text is +����/  which denotes a 
tree, a branch or any piece of w'ood, shaped or 
unshaped, indiscriminately. Elisha took a piece of 
growing timber and shaped it to his purpose; prob­
ably made it into the form of a flat plank. He then 
“cast it in . . .  . and the iron did swim". “Cast” can 
mean equally cast, throw, thrust or put, and “swim” 
denotes the ideas either of swimming or floating. This 
latter word is in the Hebrew grammatical fonn known 
as Hiphil, signifying the causative +���������������  
�����9�  giving a different slant on the matter than 
that indicated by the A.V., w hich has it as though the 
iron did sw׳im of its own volition. The true rendering 
is shown in several translations such as RSV “���  
%���� ���� ����������9�  Fenton “. . . . ������� ��  (the 
stick) ��������������������������  ", and the Septuagint 
“. . . . �����  (the stick) ��� �������������� �������%�  
��� ���� ��������9�

The axe-head was evidently five or six feet down
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�)���(���*����8��������5���(�(� �����3�2�����9�5����
)���'����� ��,��9�5��������'��/��.�)��(����7�)����1
����2� 5����(� ��� 4��*� 9����O� ,����'�� ��� �� U����/��
��5A���������7���/���,�����'�5��/�������5�(6�9�,���
�����,,��'��*�)�/�����'���5�����)���(����(������ 9;�� �

��� � �� ������� ���� ������� � � ���� ;�������� ��� ��,��� �
���%� �%�������%� ��������� ��� ���������� ��%&�/ �$��
����� F����(� �)�,� ���� *)�*���� -,��6� 9#����� ����� . �
����� �������� ����� ���� !����� ���� �������� ���� ,���5
��%� � � �<� ���� . ������������������ ������� ����%�,�� �� �
������������&�#���������������� � �%��,�����������%� �
��� %�� �������� ;�������� ���%� . ��� �� ���������� �� �
��� %�� ���&�/ � ;-/��� ���� �&+��� 8#�<�� ��� ����� ��B��
8���������)��,�������(��5�/�K�������5���3����'����
8�(���5���(�������;����)����,��4��(<�5���5�������4�
8�(� ����)���)��'�� ��)����� $�)�� 5�� ��.�� �� *�����(�
��F���/������������.������� ������,��4��(�

�������A����)��������)��������7�)��������6�/��*��)� ��6�
5)����'��3��������)���))�/����6���������������5�)(�6�
9#�� ���#��%� ������� � I� ��� ����� ��� A��������������� �
��� %���� � �� �M& � 	��� �,*��/������� � ������� /��*��)�
�)��/���)K� ��,��5����3��)����)�(���������5������*�2��1
/���3�(2���(���,��5�������*�)������3�(2�;�� 7�)�� ����
��6� ��+&�<�� 	��� �����,���� ��� ,�(�� ����� ���� 5���� 3��
,�(�����.���D���(�8�(�)����)��������,����2���(������
��� /��(�,�� ,����� �����,� ��� ��,�� ��),� ������)����
*�����,����5�������)�����**�)�����2����(��/�.�)�����
,�)/2N�-�7)����)�5������������ ����.��5���(�3��,�)��
��4��2����'�.��������5��,�$����(�/)����(����������(�
��**2��������(���������5���������5)�����������/��)/��
��� >�,�� 9#��� ��������� ������ ����� ������ ������� �
�� � � ;��� ��� �� ���� ���� ���� � � � � � � ������ ���� ���� �
�������������� ����������������� ���� ���������� � ����% �
���� ��� ���� ��� ������ ���������������� ������������ �
������%� � � ����� ��������� � � �;��&�/ � ;>�,���� E�� ��+�
��� 8#�<��	������B�����2�,�4������������������,����2�
���*�)��� �8 �(A��/)����������'���'�������)�����������(1
�����0�2�5��/��8�(�����*)�*�)�(���)����

���/��*��)��� � ������A�������)��������/��)/�����>�,��
���)���)����)�����,������,��4��(�3���'� @�� ����  � �: �
32�8�(��������5�2��������K�;'�.����.�)�����)���2�,�����
������� � ��� ��� *)����<�� ��� >�,��� ���� ��� ����� �'����
)���)���������� @������� �@/��(������� ��,��4��(�3��������
��,�����������������8�(�,�(������*��*���*)�����)����
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D����9�����/�,�����*)��/������8��*��6�����9�5��
'���)���2�����'��������8�(A��*�)*������(�3������'�
5���(���'��(��B/����.��2���)����,��	��2�)�/��.�(���
���/4�5�������*)��/��(���������2��'�'������������,��
��5�� ���#�G�)���� ��(� ,�(�� ���/���)������ ����%����)�
��(� ��5�2��3���� )��(2� ��� �B*)���� ���� ��.�� ��)� U����
�������A� ;��4��&�� ��+�R<�� 	���� 5��� ����� ���5�� ���
8�(A��*)�,�������-3)���,������ ? � � �� �������������� �
������ �������� ��������������������9 � ;8������� ���� ��
#�M<��	���*)�,��������/���(� �������,����5��/����1
��)�(��/)�3��'�9����A������)��'�6���(����������)��,*�����
����� 9#������� ����� � � ����� ������ �������%�%������� �
����� ��� ���� !���� ���� ������%������ � � ����� ������� �
����� ���� ����� ������� ��%&�M

	���� ���,��5��� /�������(� 32����� *)�*���� �������
5���� ��� ���(� +����� ��� %�� ���� ��� �� ���� ������� �
����� � � ����� �����4�� � � � ���%� ;���� ���� ������ ��� �� �
����� �� � � � � �������%�� � ����,���� ����������� ���%� �
� ���� ������� ����� �����&�/ � ;����� &��� ��6� ��<�� �����
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�������.��� ������>�,���/����)����;��4�� �<�

9�5����3��������������26� ��� ������/����56�5���(�3��
��.�(�5���/�������(�32�����7�)������� /��)/�� �)�,�
���� ���)(� /����)2� ��5�)(�� ��� 3����*�� (�/�(�(� �����
���2�������5����3�����(�/��)/��,�,3�)���*�5���(�
'��������.����	���)����5���(�3�)�����������	���)���)1
,������ 3)��'��� ������� /���'�� �B/�*�� ����� 8 �(A��
��.��)�����5�)��U*)��������A��-��(���,�����������(�
��/���,����*���(���/������'���� �������5�� ��**�)��)��
������������,����5�)��2�� ���.�)������'������

"�� ���� �//������ 9����� ���(� ����� +���� ���� ���� �
����� ����� ����  ����� ���� ��%�� ���& �L� ;9���� ��� ��+�
��<�� $�� 5���� ��� ��� ��2� ����� ������ 5��� ��(� (����
'��(�5���� ��.����(�������5��� ��(�(�����.���5����3��
0�('�(��	���U'��(A����,�����)���)����������5�����.��
��)��(2�U/)����(��.�)��)�,�(������������O�;.���&<��	���
)����5����3��U0�('�(A�3�������/��(�,��(��	��2�5����
3��0�('�(�32�����)�3���.���)� ����)����2� ��.�� )�����
�)�,�����(��(0�������9����A������5�)���)��3���'0�('�(�
��5�32�����5�2����2���.��;�� ����)�&�� ��<�

D�����������(���)��3���)���)��(��)�,�����)���)���
,�������)2�0��)��2���)��'��5���������5�	�)4�26����2�
5�)�� �//���(�32�9�5�� ���9�)�����,� � ��(��2��'�����
9�5���� ������� ��� 5��� ���(� ����� ���2� ����)�(� 8�(A�



January/February , 1998�������	�� �!"#	$� �&

on me, the one they have pierced and they will�
mourn for him as one mourns for an only child .
. . "�S�/��� ���� �R�� 	����7��*��)� ��� �*����5��������
)�,�)4�3���5�)(�� "On that day a fountain will be�
opened to the house o f  David and the inhabit­
ants o f  Jerusalem to cleanse them from  their�
impurity.� L� 	���� ��� ����5�)4�� ��)����)��'����� ������
��(�4��'(�,�� ����.�(���)��(2�,�������(��)�,�-/���
���� ��� ��� ���3�������5�(�32�8�(�)����)��'� ���� ����'��
�)�,�����3�'�����'��;-/��������<�

��� ���� �����)���� ����7��)/�� ���7������6� ����� ��4���
���� )����)������ ���� ���*� ��)���)6� 5���� ��� �B*������
�����0������������������8�(�5�������������)��'��5��,�
����/)����(�����'��5C�)��,�(�6�0���������������)��'����,�
�������������'��������?3��)�/��/���(������, ����A���������
3�'�����'���,���)�3���������(�3)�4�������)�������1
���*�3��5���� 8�(� ��(� ���� /)�������� !��� ��(�3����
'�.��� /��)'�� � ������ *�2��/��� /)������� ��� ��)��� ��(�
����/����F���/���� �����������)����(�U(����/���(A�����
)���� ������� ����)��� 5�)�(�� ���5�26� ���� )������� ��.��
3�/�,���**�)���������������9����6�32������������(�(����6�
����3����'�.�������/�,,����������)�.�)�������������1
����� ��(�)����)���������)��� ��(���������������� ����������
5��(�)����*��/��8�(��)�'�����2������(�(�

�/)�*��)����)����,���,�����'�+��'���(�5��/�����,�
����*��4�� ������(���)�/������ ����,����2���(�����/�.���1
��������������'�����5�)��������(�� ����������'���%�)���26�
������*�)������������3����)����.�)��3�2�)�/�)(�����*�)1
�3�����(�.������ ������)�� ��5��/��/���3�� ����)*)���(�
����)���2�� ���,����3���**�)������������)�+,�4��������1
,���)�/����(� ������,�����)��5����3�������(����/�����
�*�����,����5��/�� ������(��.��� ��.��3)��'���0�������
���)�� ,���� 3�� �� �/��,�� ��� )�+�(�/���� ������ 5���
��.�� ��.�)� ���)��(�����5�2��� ��8�(�� ���������(����
����/��/��������)�'�����*�)*����� ��8�(��B*)����(����
���� 5�)(�� � ������,� �&��� E+��� ? The Lord is gra­
cious and compassionate, slow to anger and rich�
in love. The Lord is good to all; he has compas­
sion on all he has made. All you have made will�
praise you, O Lord, your saints will extol you.�
They will tell o f  the glory o f  your kingdom and�
speak o f your might, so that all men may blow o f �
your mighty acts and the glorious splendour o f �
your kingdom.�L

The most well known text in the Bible tells us�
that "God so loved the world that he gave his�
only Son, that whoever believes in him should�
not perish but have eternal life. ”� ��� ��� )������3���
�����**���������8�(�5�����.�������5�)�(�5���(�'�.��
�����5�)�(������)� �**�)�����2����3����.�������,���(����
��)����� .����,�0�)��2�� ��,��4��(� ��.�� ���� ��(� �����
�**�)�����2��������������F��������� ����U��/��(�/���/�@�
3���)����)�����*����3����2�� ������**�)�����2�����//�*��
7�)���������.���)�����*)�.�����2���0�2�(������6�5)��1
��'����	�,���2���2�������7�)�������3����.�)�������(�
*)�2���)���������������)��2���)�8�(�?5���������,������
3�� ��.�(L� ��(� ����� ��� '���� ��� ��� ���5� ��5�9�����
(��(������U)����,���)����A6�����3�����������5��/���������
/��)��������,�6�5����3�/�,���)���2��.����3�����������;��
	�,���2���� �6� �<�� D���� ����9�5�� ')�,3��(� �3����
9�����'���'��������B�/����/��)A����)���,���6����)�*���(6�
?	����������!���/�,��������4���(������.����������L�
��(����������,3������G�)���������(����������4�)�������
"When I  am lifted up from the earth I  will draw�
everyone to me.�L�;9���� ���� ��� 8#�<�

9�����/�,������������)���������)��5����,��4��(�����
/����F���/��� � ������� 	����� ��))�3��� /����F���/���
�)�� ������ 5���� ���� $�� 5��� .�)2� (����)���� ��� ���� �����
�)�,� ��� ��� ����� ��� (�(� ��� 5)��'�� $�� ���5�(� ,���
��(�5�,��6� 3�2�� ��(� '�)��� ��5� ��� �B*)���� 8�(A��
��.������/������,����� �����3���3�/����������(�(�������
8�(�5����(����5���'�.�����*��/�����/)��������3�.��
�.�)2������(��.�)2����'�������-��������B*)����(� ��6�
�'����������������)��������>�,���/��)/��;�&��<� "For�
this very reason, Christ died and returned to life�
so that he might be the Lord o f  both the dead and�
the living”.�-��9����A��)����3���)������9�5����7��)�6�
����*)���(��'�0�('�6���'��*)�����7���*�����������(������
9�������������,�5�����)��)��������5���!������6�����
���8�(6� ?�A�Yes, it is as you say, 'Jesus replied,� UBut�
I  say to all o f  you: In future you will see the Son�
o f man sitting at the right hand o f  the Mighty�
One and coming on the clouds o f  heaven'. ”�	�����
5�)(�� � ��9����� )�/���� ���� 5�)(�� � �� ���� *)�*����
S�/��)���� 5��� ���(� “And I  will pour out on the�
house o f David and the inhabitants o f  Jerusalem�
a spirit o f grace and supplication. They will look

����)�����'�����/�����2�3��F�����3���)��8�(�������.�)�
*�2�� ��� �/�� ������2�� D�� /��� ��5�2�� ����)(� ��� 5����
������5���)��2�4��5�����,��(�� ��������)(�

"In quietness and in confidence shall be your�
strength. ”� ����� �R�� ���

	��)�������(��(���)��'������3���'�F�����3���)��8�(��
!���������*)�������(����(���26���(���������(��������'��
��,�����)����)�������������5�8�(����5�)4���������'��
��)���,6�5��������*�������2���(���,3�2�5�����3���)��
��,�� ��� ��� ��������'�������4��3��������6� ��(�F����� ��
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Thou, therefore, endure 
hardness as a good 
soldier of Jesus Christ
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���2��*������,����,�����������)�����������')����)���)1
)�/�����/��*��)�;��7�)�� ��<��������������������������)(�
?�**��)�(����,�)���������.�����()�(�3)���)����������
��,�L�

-������� ��������,�����'������(��/�*����������������(�
��� ,�4�� �*� ���� ��,3�)�� ��U�����5��.�A�� 	��� ��)�2�
3)���)�����.��3����,�/��/)���/���(���)�����)�*)���,*1
����� ��� ���/���'�����*������� ��� ��/�����2�(�(���� ��/��
����'�3���5�)��,�4��'��*�������,3�)�� ��5������������
����)���))�/��������4��5)���������)�/�)(�� ��������)�2�
/��)/�� 5��/�� 5�� ��.�� ��� U-/��A� ,��2�2��)�� ����)�
��(� ��(� �//���� ��� ����A�� /�,,����� ������� ,����)��
 �����5��)����������*�����A�������)6���)��������)�/�)(��
� ������/��)/�����������/������ ��/������'�!��������/��1
(�,��(�� 	����B�,*������*)�2�)�5��/�����2��������)�
������(�����'�5������,����)�� ��/��)/���)'�������������
5�)��2�� �������5����5��)�,�,3�)���5������������
����/����(��)��3����,��'�8�(A��*��*����D�������)��
�����*)�3��,��)���(�/�������������7��)/�6�������)�����(�
,�����,*�)������/�����������*)�26����/�)��2���(�,���1
��'����2�

��� ����(�2� ������� �����/����/�,�� ��(� ���2�5�)��
������ U��'����)� ��� ���� *��/�A�� -'���� 5�� ,�'��� ��4�
U5��)��5�)�����2���(�5����5�)�����2�(���'NA�	��2�
,�2���.��3����*)�2��'� �3������(�(��/�����'�5����
9����� ��(����(����,� (�)��'���������)�2�(�2��� ")(�1
��)2�*��*���(�(�A����.��,�/���//�����������5)������
�/)�*��)��� ��(� ,�/�� (�*��(�(� ��� ����)�,�,�)�����
	��2�5�)�� ������'� ��� �� ������5���� ���� �B/���,����
3�'���3������2�(�(�A�� ���*����)�� ���'�3�/��������2�
5�)��)�*�(�2���))���(�(�32���)����)�3�'�/)�5(���,1
3�)��'��������(������������������������)��B*�)���/��
5������F����	���*��/��5��������(�5����5��������(�(�
��4�� ��'���� ��)/��5��(�� -/��� �� (���� ���� ��2�5����)�
���2������������)�*)����)���������)�3�(���6�3�������(�1
�/)�*����� ��� -/���&�� ��� ��2������)�,�����'�*��/����)�
*)�2�)�5��� U���4��A�� 	��)��5��� ��� ����)�����'� �/1
/������5��������)���))�/��(� ��)(� ����(��,��'�����
(��/�*���6�'�.�����,� ����)�/��������(������3)�����(�
�*������,� ��2��'� 9D���� ������6����3�����/ �;9����
�R�� ��<��9����� ��(� �*�4��� ���#�/�(�,����3��������
�*�)���3���'����4������5��(���(����(� 9�������,�� � ����� �
���,��������������������� ��� �������� �� �������/ �
5���� )���)��/�����3���'�3�)�� �'����� !��2���,��� ���
����)������)2�����*��*������8�(���(�(��/�.�)�(���,�1
����'�� ������*�5�)�� ���*�)���� ��8�(6�3��������5���F�����
��5�� 	���5��(���(�������)��5�)���2,3�����������$��2�
�*�)���5��/��5���������4��'�/���)���� ������)���))��(�)�(

@@2������������� � �����������������%��� ��������� �
���� ��������� ��� ���������&�/ � ;-/��� ��� �<�

�����/����5��� ���� � ������ ��)��� ')���� �����.���� ���
��)���A����5�5��������*��*���5�)�����*)���������,1
���.���3���)��������)(�������(�3����������/������(�2��
���!�����5����������(���)�������3)��'�����U��)���)����A�
�������)�/�)����/)�*����3��*)������(������5�.������)1
��'�����5���3�)��2���).���������.��6�����2�(�2������)�����
U5�.�� �� � ��� ��(� 3���� *)������(� ��� ���� �����.�)�
������� �����(����,�5�������5����)�5�����)���(������
��)�������)���/)�*�������)�����,���2��������'�������,1
,�)6�5�)4��'� �����������(��5�������)���������%��������
	�3�)��/�������U��'����)��'@��	���%������ ��%�)��%)�����
�)� %���� ���D��4�� ��� ��� 5��� 4��5�� 3�/����� ���)��
5��� �� U5��4� � ��5��4�A� 3��5���� ���� �����.��� ��(�
���� ����)� ����� 3�/�,�� 4��5�� ��� �����/����� 	����
��**���(� ��� ���� /����)���� *)��)� ��� ���� ��)��� �(.����
3�/����� ���5�������8)��4���)�U����2A� ��(�(�)��'������
*�)��(����������.��� �����3�/�,������/����(�5��������
U'�.��'� � ������ ��5A� ��� �����6� *�)��*�� 3���(� ��� ���
����)��/�� �)�,� �B�(��� ���� ��� �����/����5������)�1
��)����U����(�2A�/���3)���(�5����,�/��)�0��/��'��	����
5��� ���� �/���� ��(� ��,��*��)�� ���9�)�����,� ��� ����
��,��5����9����A�(��/�*����5����(���)�����U*)�,���A�
� ������%����)�;-/��� ��&<�

9�������(�'�.�������(��/�*����,�/�� ����)�/��������
���� /)�/���B���� �**)��/��(�� ��� ���� 5��4�� ����� ���1
��5�(�����)���))�/�������������'����,����/�������(��
�����(� ,�������/�,*�����/���'�� � ��.��5*������ 	���
F����+���������������2�5�)���,,�(�����2��������,��
*�����/���/���)��� �����)���@�����'���*�(���)�4��'(�,�
�.�)���������������(�'�.���*��/�������)����������������
���2�5�)��5��������� � ������ )���))�/������ 9����� ��(�
,�(�� ��� /���)� ��� ���,� ����� ����)� ���4� 5��� ��� ,�4��
(��/�*���� �)�,� �,��'� ���� �������� ��(� �����5��� ����
'���'� ��� 3�� �� /�,��)��3���0�3�� 	��2�5����(� ��� ���
��,��*��)��� ������2���(�*)�2�)��D������5��(�)����
�B�,*������2�5�)��������'�3���)������'���)����������
7�)�������(��/�*����5��/��5�)����������5P

	��2� '����)�(� ��,���,��� ��� ��� U�**�)� )��,A��
��)��*�����5���������,��� ��9����!�)4A����,��2���(�
*�)��*�� ���5��� 5��)�� ���� U����� ��**�)A� ��(� 3����
���(�� D��(�� ����4��5���������� U���.��A�5�)�����)��
��'����)�5����U����5�,��@���(�9����A�,����)���(�3)���1
�)���-������,�����'����)��5�)�����,��2�����������()�(�
��(��5���2�������5��������)���.�)2���)'���**�)�)��,��)�
��������/���(���.��3������,�5��)���������	�,*���*)�1
/��/����	��)������.�(��/�����-/�����&�K���(���&����������)
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%'������� � � � � � � �����"�������	�������� )� ���	 ��� ����
������������ <��	

����5��/�� ��*�)���(� ���� �����)�)�� �)�,� ����)�������
��/���2��	���)�F��)�,������ ����.���/��� ���5�)����)�/��
��(�3)��'����B/��������)�,�����)���'����6���/������(�
��,��2� '����)��'��� ��*)��2�5��� 5�(��*)��(� �)�,�
����F���2��//�)(��'����>��(������)����(���)������(���
,�)���������.��/�(��� ���2'�����*)�/��/���������2�����)�
���������)�/��/�����������.���/�����5�/��/�)���'���*1
)��2�/�������(� ���������7�)��������)����(�(�)��'�����
!�((���-'�������*)������������)��(�����3�)������).�/��
�.�)������������)��'��)�,�����(��������	��2�5�)�����
'��(� ��� (��(P� ��� 5��� ���)���)�� ����������'� ����� ��
,���5���������(������������(��**)��/��9�����5�������
������������ $�� ,������.��3���� �/F������(� ��� ��,��
5�2�5����9����A�4��(��������	���, ��A��������(��5���
)��*�/����� 3����)�����'�� $�� (�(�A��(�,��(�����������
3��� 5��� /����(���� ����� 9����� /���(� ����� ��,�� 	���
��)(�(�(�����*)����'�����,��A���'��2���2����'�)�3���
�����(�5����/�,*���������)���,6�)��/��(�����������/��
��,�� 	���� ��� �������5���(� ��.����5��(�)���� ������'�
����/�� ��� ���� (������(� ,��A�� ,��(6� ��)��(2� ��� ��1
0�)�(� 32����� 5�2� ��� ��(� 3���� �)����(�� ��,�� ��.��
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both tender and comforting.
He went on to the synagogue ruler’s house. He 

was entering the home of one who might have sought 
to exclude Him from a place of worship. Jarius heard 
the reassuring words “Don't be afraid; just believe 
and she will be healed. ” It would have been im­
possible to make that intimate moment of restoration 
to the parents in quietness and peace if the wailing 
mourners had been present. There is no thought of 
dramatic demonstration in raising the dead. Only the 
desire to reunite the family, with a practical sugges­
tion that the little girl was naturally hungry. As with 
the raising of the Nain widow’s son, Jesus had no 
fear of touching the dead man orthat upon which he 
lay. Every act is characterized by gentleness and 
humility. (Luke 8).

In John’s gospel, chapter 8, there is an account of 
a woman brought to Jesus, because she had been 
caught in the act of adultery. While accepting that 
this story appears to be out of place in John 8 or even 
in John’s gospel at all, most scholars now recognise 
its value in the Gospel tradition. "Few doubt that it is 
a genuine incident in Jesus’ life" and are "of the opinion 
its authenticity is stamped upon its character” to quote 
just two of them. Should any feel that it is w;rong to 
quote John 7.53 —  8.11. the accounts of Jesus’ con­
versation with the Samaritan women in John 4 or the 
woman in Simon the Pharisee’s house in Luke 7 ad­
equately reflect the same sensitive manner of dealing 
with people in that position.

The teachers of the law who brought the woman 
to Jesus (John 8. 3) probably did so because they 
were trying to trap him into breaking the Law of 
Moses by defending the woman or defying Roman 
law by agreeing to the death penalty. Only Rome 
could deal with capital crime. As on other occasions 
Jesus avoided breaking any law and showed that the 
real ׳ law breakers' were those ׳models’ of false pi­
ety, the lawyers themselves, who didn’t care who 
they hurt. It has been suggested that the only person 
present who had the right to throw stones was Jesus 
himself — the only one there who had totally kept 
the law in every respect since birth. Jesus addresses 
the alleged criminal by ’woman’ —  a name used for 
his own mother as well as others. This in itself was a 
mark of respect. He gently warns her to go and sin 
no more. Jesus does not tell the poor soul that she 
could do as she liked. He knows the value of good 
rules. He also knows that “all have sinned and 
come short o f the glory o f G od“■, and that gentle­

to the sufferer with leprosy. Here clearly is an ex­
ample of the ‘mind of Christ׳ . —  an attitude which 
must be in those w׳ho follow Him. This was Jesus' 
gentleness'epieikes' inaction.

Fairly early in Jesus' ministry he reached out in a 
different way to invite a tax collector to become a 
disciple (Matt 9). Law׳ abiding Jews were very an­
tagonistic towards their countrymen who became 
public servants of Roman administration. They re­
garded them in much the same way as quizzlings 
were viewed during the Second World War; traitors 
to Israel. It is doubtful if religious Jews could really 
make a charge against them stick, on the basis of 
Moses’ Law, except that these men were notorious 
for cheating by making people pay more taxes than 
Rome demanded. Thus they were branded thieves 
and liars. Zacchaeus, a chief tax collector, admitted 
this, when Jesus visited the wealthy city of Jericho 
(Luke 19). Both of these men were descendants of 
Abraham and in need of help. Such help was not 
forthcoming from men whose chief aim w׳as to make 
everyone keep the law in a way they believed they 
kept it themselves. They were bent on watching 
whether others would fail in minute detail, and had 
no intention of reaching out to souls that were sick. 
Jesus reminded them of Hosea’s words as they ad­
versely commented on his eating with ' lawbreakers'. 
“I  desired mercy and not sacrifice". The word 
mercy is the same as in Micah 6. 8 (LXX). Jesus 
truly fulfilled the law by searching for sinners, to win 
them to himself by recognising potential repentance 
and goodness and offering compassion that could 
forgive and make whole. He was successful in heal­
ing minds and bodies because he approached gently 
rather than critically. The book of Hosea is a com­
mentary on the word ‘epieikes'.

As he went on his way in response to Jairus’ plea 
to heal his daughter, Jesus was touched by a woman 
who had suffered a disease for a long time and which 
should have excluded her from mingling in such 
crowds as thronged around Him. Again Jesus’ whole 
approach to this woman was extremely sensitive. 
He did not upbraid her for being there in her condi­
tion, nor did he criticise her for a superstitious act as 
some might have done. “Daughter , your faith has 
healed you, ” he said and so declared to ail, that she 
now׳ had as much right as anyone to be present in 
that crowd. Jostled by unfeeling people who did not 
recognise Him, Jesus knew at once when one had 
reached out in faith to Him and His response was
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Sabbath, Matthew recalls the words of Isaiah 96�  
����� ���� �������� ��� ���� ���4� ��� ���� ����� ����� ���  
 ������������������&�#������������������������������,�  
���� �� �%���������� ���,� ��� ����� ���� ���������� ����  
��� ������7������� ���  ������K&  ” (Matt. 11. 28, 29; 13. 
19, 20). No wonder all peoples of the Earth will put 
their hope in Him. “���������� ; �������������%���  
���� �������������� ������ �� ��%� ���� ��%�� ����� ��  
��� �� � ������%��� ��������������%��� � ������� � ���  
,���� �� � � �� � ���� ��� ��� ��� � � � � ��� ������ � ��  
������ ���� ������� ���� � ���� ������� �������� ����  
������ A������ ��� !���� ��� ���� ������ � � �;������� 8�5
����9&  All this because He didn’t grab equality, 
allowed others to treat him like a slave and humbled 
himself in total obedience to death on across. To be 
with Him, we must be like Him, and have his attitude 
towards everyone.

ness and patience is the best way of winning such 
hearts for God. Jesus knew that when religious men 
stood people in the dock and labelled them guilty, the 
society those men had created was the real criminal. 
It was they who must ultimately appear at the bar of 
their own consciences before the Judge of all the 
Earth. Those who hope some day to ‘judge the world’ 
must take note of the way Jesus handled such cases 
and follow his example now.

Our Lord had been the one who had cried out to 
the crowds “A�%�� ��� %�� �������� ���� ���� �����  
���� ���������� ����. �������� ��� � � � ����&� ��,�� %�  
��,�� ��������� �������������% � %����� � � . ��%� ���5
���� ������%���� ��� �������������� �������� � �������� �  
������������ 8���%����,�� ��� ���������%�� ������� ��  
�����&  "Not long after he had said this and following 
one of those sad confrontations about healing on the

WAITING
the world" in common parlance) in association with 
the Lord Christ at His Second Advent at which time 
He puts into operation the second stage of the Di­
vine Plan for human development —  the rule of 
righteousness. This doctrine and expectation finds 
no favour with quite a few serious Christians who 
feel more impressed with the claims for orderly evo­
lution of the human society toward Christian ideals 
than for the catastrophic or authoritarian intervention 
of God Most High to save men from their own folly, 
but the doctrine is a true one nevertheless. The fact 
must be faced, now in this Twentieth Century, that 
man, after thousands of years on this planet and pos­
sessed of marvellous powers of perception and 
invention, is creating problems of survival far faster 
than he is solving them, and the end can only be dis­
aster — unless God intervenes. It remains now for 
the Church of today to rise to its destiny and be wor­
thy of being thus “revealed” when the time comes.

)9�

+����� ��������� ������ ����� ������ ���������� � � ���  
�� �������� � ���������� � � �; � � /  (Rom. 8. 14 RSV).

This is one of those statements which can only be 
understood when it is accepted that God is actively 
working in history to bring about a desired consum­
mation which is yet future. There is nothing static 
about such a statement; it does not define a condition 
of life or society which can be expected to remain 
the same generation after generation into infinity. Here 
is a plain indication of “������� �C� ���<� ����� ����� ��  
������ ���� ������ ���������%� ��/&  Man, says Paul 
in this noteworthy passage, is at present subject to 
futility. There will be no disagreement or dispute as 
to that. One day future, he also says, men will be set 
free from this bondage and obtain liberty. The verse 
above quoted equates that desirable end with the “re­
vealing of the sons of God”. To anyone acquainted 
with Scripture terminology this can only refer to the 
manifestation of the Christian Church to al 1 mankind 
“in glory” at the consummation of the Age (“end of

An Apology

taken to try and avoid such a situation arising in the 
future. We will gladly provide the accurate text if 
requested of a particular article.

We must thank the several readers who have 
drawn attention to the forty or so mistakes in the 
printing of the May/June issue of the BSM. The edi­
tor must apologise for these and steps have been
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fied with the result of the discussions, and felt that he 
must put his own point of view before them even 
although, in that day and age, such intrusion by a 
young man upon the deliberation of the aged and 
mature would be considered the height of imperti­
nence.

Elihu nevertheless observed the courtesies. “'Now’ 
Elihu had waited until Job had spoken, because 
they were elder than he. When Elihu saw that there 
was no answer in the mouth o f  these three men, 
then was his wrath kindled" (32. 4, 5). He was 
indignant, finding that these men who by reason of 
age and experience could reasonably be expected to 
understand and express the relation of God’s pur­
poses to the immediate problem before them should 
prove woefully ignorant when put to the test, "lam  
young” he said "andye are very old; wherefore" 
(as the Septuagint has it) "I was fearing to declare 
to you my own knowledge. I  said 'Days should 
speak, and multitude o f years should teach wis­
dom (32. 6-7); now in a moment he finds that mere 
accession of years does not of itself confer true wis­
dom, and length o f days is not necessarily a 
qualification for dispensing the word of life to those 
w ho need it. There is something else, something far 
more vital, that does not depend upon the attainment 
of a goodly tale of years. “It is the spirit in man, 
and the breath o f the Almighty, which giveth them 
understanding" (32. 8 Leeser). Here is a truth 
which is not fully recognised in many quarters today. 
All too often it is assumed that the wisdom and un­
derstanding which God imparts to men relates 
exclusively to matters theological. That is simply not 
true. Just as the life of man depends upon God, so 
does the whole of man’s intellectual power and men­
tal perception derive from God and can only be 
eternally sustained by the maintenance of a link with 
God. The wise men of today, exulting in the marvel­
lously rapid increase in scientific achievement 
characteristic of this century, do not stop to reflect 
that the discovery and formulation of those physical 
and mechanical and electrical laws and principles upon 
which their achievements are based was the work 
of intellectual giants among men, during the seven­
teenth, eighteenth and nineteenth centuries, who 
themselves were for the most part sincere and avowed 
believers in God and followers of Jesus Christ. From 
Sir Isaac Newton onwards, these men pursued their 
work in the belief that they were working hand in 
hand with God. uncovering his secrets forthe benefit

insist on the inherent justice of God's ways (10 to 12) 
governing righteously, judging impartially and swiftly 
(13-37). From this he passes to the Love of God in 
chapters 35 and 36 up to verse 21. God has infinite 
patience with men (35.1-16) men are disciplined now 
by his love but are ultimately to inherit fullness of joy 
(36. 1-12), even although those who are impervious 
to Divine love must suffer the wages of their sin (13- 
14). Job therefore is exhorted to trust in God's love 
rather than in his own appeal to God for justice (15- 
21). Finally comes Elihu’s eulogy on the Power of 
God, in chapter 36.22-33 and chapter 37. He stresses 
the insignificance of man compared with Divine great­
ness (22-26) and launches upon a description of the 
powers ofNature as illustrative of the power of God 
(37. 10-12). But these agents of his power are them­
selves agents of his work for mankind and have some 
direct bearing upon man’s relation to God (13-18), so 
man is speechless before God; he can only bow his 
head and accept the revelation; for this reason men 
reverence him (19-24).

So Elihu supersedes all the explanations offered 
by the three friends with the categorical assertion 
that there is no explanation. Job's adversity can only 
be seen against the background of God’s eternal pur­
pose and Job must accept the fact that whatever 
God has permitted is an integral part of that purpose 
and will eventually be seen in complete harmony with 
the wisdom, the justice, the love and the power of 
God. In a very real sense Elihu anticipated the Apos­
tle Paul when he said “now we see through a glass, 
darkly, but then face to face. Now we know in 
part, but then shall we know even as also we are 
known ”. Elihu in the Old Testament, just like Paul in 
the New, had attained a very clear understanding of 
the “whole counsel of God”.

� � �� �

With scarcely concealed impatience the younger 
man waited until his elders had finished speaking. 
The three of them , Eliphaz, Bildad and Zophar, had 
spent a long time advancing their theories as to the 
reason for their friend Job’s disastrous afflictions, but 
had succeeded in convincing neither Job northern- 
selves. “They had found  no answer" says the 
narrative "yet had condemned Job ” (32. 3). Elihu’s 
indignation was kindled against them, but not against 
hem only. His resentment was directed also to Job, 
because he "justified himself rather than God" 
(32.2). It is clear that Elihu was profoundly dissatis­
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a satisfactory exposition of the case from the stores 
of their own philosophies—  +����� . ��������������  
����� ����� �������� ������ ���� ����� � � �������������5
 ����������� ��� ����� ��������� ���� �����4  (so that 
ye cannot say) ��� �� ���� � � � � ���� �����%4� ;��  
������������%������� ����%��  ” (32. 11-13). There is 
the indictment; after all the portentous speeches and 
flowery language, Elihu’s pungent comment brands 
with failure the entire session. None had explained 
the mystery, none solved the problem, none satisfied 
Job. The position remained as it was at the begin­
ning.

The answer was so simple, after all. Expressed in 
few words, it was, +;������������� ��%� ������ ���  
%��  The source and meaning of all Job's adver­
sity was to be found in the inscrutable purpose of 
God, and it was there that the three wise men had 
not thought to look. The expression +�������������  
���  "in verse 13 is based in the Hebrew word +����/  
which is difficult to translate lucidly but carries the 
meaning of an opposing alternative. Because the wise 
men had espoused a philosophy which was a false 
one, they were automatically precluded from discern­
ing or expounding the true. Elihu tells them that 
notwithstanding their superior age and claim to con­
sequent wisdom, they simply did not know what they 
were talking about. So in verse 14 he makes plain 
that he has no intention of endorsing their standpoint 
or repeating any of the arguments they have used. 
+6�  (Job) ����� ���� �������� ����� %�� ��� ������4  
�������� ����� . � ������� ��%� ���������� �����������/  
(32. 14).

At this point the narrator passes from speaking in 
the third person to the first person. Up to verse 14 
the writer records the speech of Elihu, referring to 
him in the third person 9*���������� � ��� �&&&�*����  
����&� &� &� *���������  @.��%��� � � �B/  etc. But now in 
verse 15 to 17 there is a change and the writer indi­
cates that he himself is the Elihu ofwhom he speaks. 
It is this short passage which seems to mark Elihu 
himself as the writer of these chapters and probably 
the entire Book of Job. Having finished the record of 
introductory speech, which runs from verse 6 to 14, 
he comments of the three older men, “����� ����  
�%�L���� ����� � ��� ����� ��� %����� ����� ����� � � �  
����,���  ” (32. 12). Astonished at his temerity, the 
three men abruptly broke off the discussion and, prob­
ably, looked at Elihu with some indignation. There 
must have been more than indignation though; some­

of humanity. The impetus of those centuries may 
carry us forward a few more generations, increas­
ingly without God, but the penalty will ultimately be 
paid. Already medical men are beginning to remark 
that despite the apparently greater knowledge and 
ability of today, the level of average intelligence is 
beginning to fall. The average man is tending to get 
less brainy than his forebears, suggest some observ­
ers.

So Elihu gives voice to the scathing rebuke which 
is in his heart. +;�����%��� ���� ���� ������� ����4  
�������������������  (necessarily) ����������7���5
%����B (32. 9). From the dawn of history the aged in 
years have arrogated to themselves the prerogatives 
of rulership and direction, claiming that by virtue of 
their longer experience they are the best fitted to rule 
and direct; the younger in each generation have 
chafed and complained, impotent to alter matters, until 
they in their turn, have behaved in precisely the same 
fashion toward the next generation following them. 
So it has been and is; so it will be; until the weak, 
vacillating rule of man gives place to the administra­
tion of our Lord Christ who will not only render to 
every man according to his deeds but will also give 
each man, young or old, full scope for the useful 
employment of the ability and knowledge he pos­
sesses. But that lies in the future; Elihu, more than 
three millenniums before our own time, is left fulmi­
nating against the elderly men whose pretensions to 
wisdom and knowledge of God he had exposed for 
the hollow shams that they were.

So Elihu takes the situation into his own hands and 
demands attention. +���������� . ������� 6���,��� ��  
%�4� . ������ ����������%���� ��������/  (32. 10). It is 
evident that Elihu had thought long and earnestly over 
the problem of Job’s adversity. Unlike the three 
friends, he is in no doubt as to the right answer. There 
is no pseudo-philosophical reasoning, no sententious 
discourse, no high-sounding speech, as with them. 
His words are straightforward and to the point, the 
utterances of a man who knows whereof he speaks 
and is not afraid to voice his knowledge. But before 
doing so he lashes the three older men with words 
which leave no room for doubt as to the contempt in 
which he holds their failure to achieve their object. 
+(������� . ���������� � ������ �����4� . ��� �� ���� ��  
�������������� ��������� �������������� ��������� � � /  
—  one can sense the bitter irony of his voice in that 
last phrase, eloquently defining the floundering of the 
would-be comforters as they desperately sought for
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nitely it was “now is the acceptable time; now is and then, though in the next instant the heavens fall 
the day o f  salvation” and he meant to utter his about him.
message and discharge his commission there (To be continued)

A. 0 . Hudson THE RANSOM FOR ALL A Study Paper on 
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explained the meaning of this when he said “Christ 
hath redeemed u s . . . that the blessing o f Abraham
might come on the nations through f a i t h ........
Now to Abraham and his seed were the promises 
made not to ‘seeds ’ as o f  many; but as o f  one 
‘and to thy seed' which is Christ. ” (Gal. 3. 13-17).

It will be noted that in the text just quoted there are 
two things necessary before the blessing can be con­
ferred. One is faith and the other is redemption — 
and redemption comes first. A Redeemer is neces­
sary to recover mankind from condemnation to death 
on account of sin. So Elihu the friend of Job says, 
speaking of man's plight. "His soul draw’eth near 
to the grave, and his life to the destroyers. I f  there 
be a messenger (ambassador) with him, to shew 
unto man his uprightness, then he (God) is gra­
cious unto him, and saith ‘Deliver him from going 
down to the pit; I  have found a ransom. ’ His flesh 
shall be fresher than a child's; he shall return to 
the days o f  his youth. " (Job 33. 22-25). That is a 
Millennial promise; it is paralleled by the declaration 
of Peter on the day of Pentecost “Repent ye there­
fore, and be converted, that your sins mav be 
blotted out, when the times o f  refreshing shall 
come fi-om the presence o f the Lord; and he shall 
send Jesus C hrist. . . whom the heaven must re­
ceive until the times o f  restitution o f all things. ” 
(Acts 3, 19-21). That time was spoken of by Isaiah 
when he cried “And the ransomed o f  the Lord shall 
return, and come to Zion with songs and ever­
lasting jo y  upon their heads; they shall obtain 
jo y  and gladness, and sorrow and sighing shall 
flee away. ” (Isa. 35. 10). That this is to include the 
abolition of death and mankind’s entry into everlast­
ing life is indicated by the emphatic declaration “I  
will ransom them from the power o f the grave; I 
will redeem them from death; O death, I  will be 
thy plagues; O grave, I  will be thy destruction. ” 
(Hos. 13. 14).

Our Lord Jesus Christ gave the ransom price which 
achieves this grand purpose. “The man Christ Je­
sus, who gave him self a ransom fo r  all, to be

The human race has been in bondage to sin and 
death since the Fall. No man has been able to es­
cape. “We have before proved both Jews and 
Gentiles, that they are all under sin; as it is writ­
ten ‘There is none righteous, no, not one . . . for  
all have sinned, and come short o f  the glory o f  
God; " (Rom. 3. 9-23). Our first parents were cre­
ated perfect and capable of everlasting life so long 
as they remained in hannony with Divine law (Gen.
1.27-29; 2.15-17), but in consequence of their lapse 
into sin the processes of death commenced to work 
in them. “In the sweat o f thy face shall thou eat 
bread, till thou return unto the ground . . . fo r  
dust thou art, and unto dust shalt thou return. ” 
“In the day that thou eatest thereof thou shalt 
surely die. ” (Gen. 3. 19; 2. 17). All human beings 
subsequently bom were born in a dying condition of 
dying parents. “By one man sin entered into the 
world, and death by sin; and so death passed  
upon all men, fo r  that all have sinned . . . there­
fore by the offence o f  one, judgment came upon 
all men to condemnation . . . for by one man "s 
disobedience many were made sinners. ” (Rom. 
5. 12-19). No man was or is able to redeem any of 
his fellows from this unhappy condition. “None o f 
them can by any means redeem his brother, or 
give to God a ransom fo r  him. that he should still 
live for ever, and not see corruption. " (Psa. 49. 7- 
9). But God promised our first parents, at the very׳ 
time of their fall, that a way of deliverance would be 
found eventually. Speakingtothe instigator of man’s 
sin. He said “I  will put enmity between thee and 
the woman, and between thy seed and her seed; 
it shall bruise thy h ea d . . . . ” (Gen. 3. 15). This 
theme, that the seed of the woman would become 
the means of recovering man from the power of sin 
and evil, runs right through the Scriptures. Abraham, 
several thousands of years later, was told “I  will 
make o f thee a great nation . . . and in thee shall 
all families o f the earth be blessed׳' (Gen. 12. 2-3) 
and later “In thy seed shall all the nations o f  the 
earth be blessed. ” (Gen. 22 18). The Apostle Paul
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of Revelation 9��������� �����%��� ��� ��� ;�����  
���������&  ” (Rev. 5.9). John himself in his prologue 
to the same book declares of Christ that He “������  
������%� ���� ����� ��� ���� ���� �����&�/  (Rev. 1. 5). 
Paul adds his testimony when, writing to the 
Ephesians, he says of Christ 9.�� ���%� ��� �� �  
���� ������� ������������ �����/  (Eph. 1. 7), and to 
the Colossians that he 9%���������� �������� ���  
������� � ����� ������/  and would in consequence be 
the means of reconciling all things to God (Col. 1. 
20); finally to the Romans that +����������7��������  
��� ���� ������� ��� � � � ��� ��� � �  � � �� � �% � � ����  
����������%&�/  (Rom. 5. 9).

Justification by faith in Christ is granted by God on 
the basis of the ransom given by Christ and the faith 
of the believer in that ransom. But this is a different 
subject and will not be enlarged upon here. Suffice 
to notice that this justification constitutes a “redemp­
tion” or “del i verance” from the bondage of sin in this 
present time and results in actual deliverance from 
death when the due time has come for that deliver­
ance. Hence the ransom given by Jesus is often 
referred to as the means of our redemption. (The 
words rendered “redemption” in the New Testament 
have the meaning of being set free, and are usually 
better translated by our English word ‘deliverance”.) 
So Job was able to say with confidence +. �,���  
����� %�� �����%��� �� ����� ���� ����� ��� ������ �����  
������� ����������� ����� ���� �����/  (Job 19. 25), and 
the angel to Joseph “�������������������� ��%����5
���4��� � � ��� �������� �� ��������������%� ����������&  ” 
(Matt. 1.21). The Apostles, preaching at Pentecost, 
made it plain that 9����������������������%���� ��  
������ ��� ���� �������� ���%���� ��� �� ��&�/  (Acts
4. 12). Paul, writing to the Galatian Christians, em­
phasised that “����� ������������� � � ����� ��%��� ���  
��%�4� ;�������������� ����3���& & & � ��� �����%� ���%  
���������� ���������� ����� ��������%���������� �� ���  
���������� � �����&� /  (Gal. 4.4-5). The fact that Christ 
gave his own human life to effect this redemption is 
stressed in the preceding chapter: “A�������������5
���%���������%����������  (cutting-off) � � �����!���  
������%���� �� �����  (being cut off) � � � � ��&�/  (Gal. 
3. 13). He came deliberately for that purpose, as He 
himself testified :���� 3��� � � �	 ��� ��� ��%�� ��� �� �  
����� ������ ���� ����&�/  (Matt. 18. 11). +. ���%�� ���  
���7����� ���� ������� ���� ��� �� �� ���� �����&�/  (John 
12. 47). “���� 3��� � � �%��� ��� ���� ��%�� ��� �������  
%��B�� �� ���� ���� ��� �� �� ���%&�/  (Luke 9. 56). To 
that is added the emphatic words of His greatest

������������� ���� ��%�&�/  (1 Tim. 2. 5-6). Jesus Him­
self said +����3���� � �	�����%��& & & � ����� ����������  
�������%��� � �%���&�/  (Mark 10.45). This word “ran­
som” means ‘a corresponding price” or more 
properly “a price to set against” and used in this con­
nection it alludes to the process known in New 
Testament times as “manumission”, by means of 
which Greek and Roman slaves could obtain their 
freedom. Someone had to pay into one of the pagan 
temple treasuries the price of the slave’s release. A 
friend of the slave, willing to make the financial sac­
rifice, could do this. Then the slave went to the temple 
and the price was paid over to his former master and 
the former slave became technically the property of 
the god. By virtue of that fact he became actually 
free, for whilst he continued the slave of the god no 
one could touch him. Adam had forfeited his life be­
cause of sin and had become the slave of sin. The 
price paid for his release was the perfect life which 
our Lord Jesus gave on the Cross, thereby providing 
the price which at one and the same time released 
man from the Adamic condemnation and at the same 
time made him the property of God. So Paul says 
+8��� ��� ����� ����A������ ����� ������ ���� ������ ���  
�� � ��  (lived) ����� ��� %����� ��� !���� ����� � � ����  
����� ���� ���� �� ���&� /  (Rom. 14. 9). 96�� ����� ��  
�������� ��������� � �� ��� A � � �� �B�� ��� ���&� H�� ���  
������� ����� �������4� ��� ���� � � � ���� ��� ����� � �  
%��&�/ (1 Cor. 7. 22-23). +H���������������������� �  
��� ���� ������� ����� �������4� ������������������ ;��  
�������������� �������������������� ����������; � �B�&�/  
(1 Cor. 6. 19-20).

This fact of our having been “bought” by means of 
a “ransom-price” is therefore a very real thing, and 
we Christians are in consequence the servants, bond- 
slaves, of Christ; a servitude which is, paradoxically 
enough, perfect liberty. The price paid was the hu­
man life of Jesus, often referred to in the New 
Testament as the “blood” of Christ. The Jews had 
always been taught that “���� ����� ��� ��� ���� �����/  
(Lev. 17. 14) and it was a perfectly natural thing 
therefore to be told that they had been “�����%��&
&� &� ����� ������������� ������ � � �A�����&� 1) M Pet. 2.
18-19). Drawing an analogy with the Tabernacle cer­
emonies of older times, the writer to the Hebrews 
says +�������� ��� ���� ������ � � ������� ���� ��� ���  
���� ��� ���� ���� ��������� �������� ��� ����� ����� ���  
������������ �� ���� ��������� �������� ���� ������  
�� � � ��&  (Heb. 9. 12). @����� ����� � �� ��BB  rings the 
heavenly chorus in the “Throne Scene” of the Book
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������ ����7� � ���� � � ���� ��7����� ����� ��� %����� ����� �
��� ��� ;���� ������� � �� ��� ������ ��� ����������� ��� �
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��7������� � �%��4� ��%���� � ����������������������� �
����� � � � � � � � � � � 6�� ����� ������ ���� ������� ��� �
������������ ��������& & & � ��� ���� ���������� � � ��� �
���������������� ��� ���� ���������� � � ���� ���������� �
& & & � ��� ��� ���������������%����� �������������& & & � �� �
���� ���� � ������� � � ����� ����� � � ����� �� ���4��� � � ��� �
�������������� � � �%��������� ���� ��� �����,��� &� &� & �
��� ������ � � ��� � ���� ���� ����� ����� �����4� ���� �� �
����� ���� ���� � � �%����� ����%���� ��������������� � �
���� �������������& �L�;����� ���� �+��<�� �B*������'������
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������ &� &� &� ����� ��� ��� ���� ������ � � �; ��� ������ �
������ �������� � � � ����%��� &� &� &������%���� ����� �� �
���� ��������� ���������,���� � � ���� �� � ����������� �� �
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�������%&�BB� ;$�3�� ��� �+�<�� ����)� �'���� )�0�����5����
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����� ���� ����� ��� ���� ���� ����� ��� ���� ���� � ;���
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appear in the sight of God. There is no thought here 
of a kind of blood sacrifice demanded to appease an 
angry God; that idea is quite inconsistent with the 
Scriptural presentation of the Father, the God of love, 
working in complete amity and harmony with the Son. 
The idea is rather that expressed in Psa. 32. 1 and 
quoted by Paul in Rom. 4. 7: “Blessed is he ־whose 
transgression is forgiven; whose sin is covered” 
and Psa. 85. 2 “Thou hast forgiven the iniquity o f  
thy people, thou hast covered all their sin. ” God, 
speaking through the prophet Isaiah, says '7  have 
blotted out, as a thick cloud, thy transgressions, 
a n d . . . thy sins. ” (Isa. 44. 22).

Jesus Christ came from above and assumed hu­
man form to give Himself a Ransom for All, because 
only through the avenue of suffering and death could 
the Divine purpose be effected. Jesus is Lord of all 
and in His resurrection life He had both authority and 
power, bom of His experiences on earth, to lead whoso­
ever wi 11 of al 1 mankind back to reconciliation to God.

Cross) . . .  by whose stripes ye are healed. ” (1 
Pet. 2.21-24). Paul, preaching to the Thessalonians, 
“reasoned with them out o f  the Scriptures, open­
ing and alleging, that Christ must needs have 
suffered, and risen again from  the dead. ” (Acts 
17.3).

It is in consequence of this understanding, that the 
sufferings and death of Jesus constitute the power 
behind mankind’s eventual reconciliation to God, that 
the Apostle John declares “He is the propitiation 
fo r  our sins, and not fo r  ours only, but also fo r  
the sins o f the whole world” (1 John 2. 2) and Paul, 
writing to the Romans “God hath set forth (Jesus) 
to be a propitiation through faith in his blood, to 
declare his righteousness fo r  the remission o f  sins 
that are past. ” (Rom. 3. 25). This word “propitia­
tion” has certain pagan associations which give it the 
meaning of sacrifice as upon a pagan altar, but the 
original word used means a covering, and is referred 
to the covering over of sins so that they no longer

REPENTED %�/���������  a

4��4$�3���� ���@���

time of the Flood, when “God saw that the wick­
edness o f  man was great in the earth . . . .  and it 
repented the Lord that he had made man on the 
earth, and it grieved him at his heart” (Gen. 6. 5- 
6). The common view ofthis text is that God regretted 
having created mankind and resolved to destroy them 
as unfit for further I ife. That this view cannot possi­
bly be true is evidenced by the fact that at a much 
earlier period, in the days of Eden, God had told the 
first human pair that He proposed eventually to undo 
the harm that had been done by the advent of sin, 
that there would be a saviour from among those yet 
to be born of their descendants. This presupposes 
that God envisaged the presence of mankind on the 
earth long after the Flood had come and gone.

In these circumstances, the first thing to do is look 
at the word for which the A.V. (and earlier) transla­
tors selected “repent” as the English equivalent. 
“Nacham ”, like many Hebrew words, has a variety 
of meanings, largely detemiined by the grammatical 
class, whether passive, active, intensive, and so on, 
most of which is beyond the comprehension of any 
but competent Hebrew scholars and will not be en­
larged upon here. Suffice to say that the general use 
of the word in all the Scriptures, with whatever Eng-

A. O. Hudson AND GOD

The assertion, some eight times repeated, that God 
“repented” of something that He had done has often 
given rise to the question what is implied. Common 
sense dictates that it is impossible for the Creator of 
all things, having all knowledge and foresight, to re­
gret his action in some specific instance and wish it 
had not been so done. “With him is no variable­
ness, neither shadow o f turning, ” is James’ comment 
on God’s ways (Jas. 1. 17). The fact that we cannot 
think of this “repentance" of God in just the same 
way as we understand the term —  which nowadays 
has for the most part a theological significance and 
signifies repentance for past sin —  is evidenced by 
the words of Ballam in Num. 23 19 “God is not a 
man, that he should lie; neither the son o f  man 
that he should repent. Hath he said, and shall he 
not do it? ” God is all-w ise and omniscient; He is in 
full control of the creation He has brought into being. 
It is inconceivable that He can ever be in the position 
of wishing that He had not done something which 
He has done.

If this be conceded, it remains to consider what is 
implied by the several occasions on which it is said 
that God “repented”.

The foremost example —  and the first —  is at the
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He had made man, but regretting the sorry state of 
affairs which had resulted. The Septuagint says that 
“God laid it to heart that he had made man on the 
earth and he pondered it deeply”. There is a small 
grammatical point here; “� � � � ” is a relative con­
junction “that" and also a relative causal particle 
“because”. The translators have to choose which 
meaning best fits the sense. If, instead of “that” we 
say +;�������������������� ��� ����%���� %��� �� &
&� &� �������������%��� ����%��. �%���� ���%�/  the em­
phasis changes. God grieved for the sinful state of 
man because He had been responsible for their crea­
tion in the first place, and so, to bring in the New 
Testament, was in the position of the father in the 
parable of the prodigal son. There was no suggestion 
of reversing his plans for this earth and destroying it 
for ever, but there is the plain statement of what God 
would do to deal with the situation. He declared, in 
short, that He would alter the course of history, for 
man's own sake. The human society upon earth was 
altogether corrupt; if tradition be true, the terse words 
of Genesis 6 constitute a masterly understatement of 
the position. Violence and murder were the order of 
the day; in the expressive words of the Book of Enoch, 
+��� %������������� ����� ������� ���� ������ ���� ����  
��� ��� ��� ��  ” (1 Enoch 8. 4). So God determined 
to take away all that generation and make a new 
start.

It was a merciful decision. There is a future for all 
of them. They will come back in the resurrection to a 
far happier state of society than the one they knew, 
and be able to hear of the saving grace of the Lord 
Jesus Christ. Much later on, God acted similarly in 
the case of the perhaps equally corrupt people of 
Sodom and Gomorrah. +. ����,����%���������.����  
� � � BB He said.

On a subsequent occasion God told Samuel +.�  
���������� %�� ����� . � �� �� ���� ��� 3���� ��� ��� ,���F  
�� � ���� ��� ����������,����%�����������% � /�' 1 Sam. 
15. 110. The decision grieved Samuel "������������  
���������!����������� � �/&  Could it have been a mat­
ter of less grief to God himself? He had chosen Saul 
and presented him to the people, and Saul, at first so 
full of promise, had defected and shown himself un­
worthy. Here surely is another case where God was 
compelled to change the course of events but did so 
with grief.

A different aspect is presented by a number of 
texts in which God is said to repent of the “� ��������  
��� �������� ��� ��� ��� ����� � � � �� /  (Exod. 32. 14). In

lish words it is translated, is the best guide. In this 
particular case the word is derived from the idea of 
drawing in the breath in order to contain one’s grief. 
Hence in the O.T. its meaning is to lament or grieve 
over something that has happened, (48 times), to grieve 
on account of a person or persons —  to pity (twice) 
to comfort others or oneself (45 times), to be com­
forted (8 times). Of all these the A.V. translates the 
word by “repent” 41 times and “comfort” 61 times, 
and on one occasion (Isa. 1. 24) “I will ����  me of 
mine adversaries”.

That such divergent ideas as repentance and com­
fort can be presented as the meaning of the same 
Hebrew word only underlines the difficulties faced 
by translators. To some extent, of course, theological 
beliefs and human standards of conduct must have 
their influence. It could be very difficult to see how 
God could take comfort in the state of affairs before 
the Flood; much more understandable to think that 
God, in his grief, was sorry He had ever made man 
and wished He had not done so. which is how the 
N.E.B. put it +6�� ���� ������ ����� ��� ����%���  
%��� ��� ������ &� & & & � . ��%� � � � � � ����� . � � ��� %���  
���%�/& But when in the account of Isaac’s marriage 
to Rebekah, it is said (Gen. 24. 67) that “.��������  
��%�����������������%������� � � � �� /�  where “com­
forted” is the same word “nacham ” it is obviously 
incongruous to suggest that he repented of his action 
in marrying Rebekah, so “comfort” was the English 
word used. Likewise Judah was “comforted” in Gen. 
38. 12, David in 2 Sam. 13. 39, Rachel “����������  
�����%������/  for her lost children in Jer. 31. 15. All 
these and other examples as in the same passive 
form of the verb as in Gen. 6. 5-6. Many more in the 
active sense include Gen. 5. 29 where Lamech says 
of Noah +����� ��%�� ������ ��%����� ��� ����������  
�������,���������  . . . .  which hardly includes the ׳׳
idea of repentance; Gen. 37. 35 where Jacob’s sons 
“����� ��� ��� ��%����� ��%�/  at the loss of Joseph; 
Job. 2. 11, Job's three friends came +���%���������  
��%����������%�������%  ”; Psa. 23. 4 “�����������  
����� �� ����������%����  me;” Isa. 61 .2  +��� ��%����  
���� �����%����/&  Zech. 1. 17 +���� !�������������  
��%�����U���  There are many more examples; 
these are sufficient.

From all this it would appear that the Divine “re­
pentance” at the time of the flood was a deep personal 
grief at the fact of human sin because He himself 
was man’s Creator and Father. God grieved at the 
consequence of his making man. not regretting that
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T. Holmes ������!�� Reaching a goal

them Paul thanked God and took courage. Surely, blest 
was the tie that bound their hearts in Christian love, 
to produce such an effect as that! As the prisoner’s 
company came alongside the little waiting group, the 
eyes of Paul would search the faces o f each in turn, 
and recognition would be prompt and mutual. Paul 
had many friends then resident in Rome— Priscilla, 
Aquila, Epaenetus, Mary, Andronicus and Junias, 
Ampliatus, Urbanus, Stachys and quite a host of other 
names (see Rom. 16), to whom he had sent love and 
greetings but a little while before. Who, and how 
many of this well-beloved company had come to 
meet him on his Romeward way we cannot say; 
what we can say with complete confidence is that 
the light of a deep affection would be beaming from 
every eye. Prisoner though he was, it was as a brother 
in the Lord that they greeted him.

What a meeting that would be —  love welling up 
from every heart towards this travel-stained and be­
draggled prisoner —  and he, giant though he was at 
heart, found new courage from the out-poured love! 
How had this warmth of attachment and solicitude 
come about? How was it that this had come to ac­
quire such a grip upon the hearts of those he met? 
There is but one answer here —  his absolutely self­
less life, a life spent in imitation ofthe Master whom 
he served. “Not I, but Christ” was the magnet of 
their love.

Not I  but Christ, be honoured, loved, exalted, 
Not I  but Christ, be seen , be known, be heard, 
Not I  but Christ, in every look and action,
Not I  but Christ, in every thought and word. 
Breathes there the desire in any heart to be a ral­

lying centre to the fellowship, a nucleus to the group? 
Let him emulate the man who found that draught of 
pure joy on the Appian way! Let him “live” Christ 
day by day —  Christ Jesus will do the rest!

Then on the other hand if we may not be called to 
occupy Paul’s place towards the fellowship, let us 
not forget that not only Paul was the better for that 
display of love and encouragement —  others, too 
may thank God and take new courage from it! Seas 
of trouble may give to others a bedraggled look as 
we meet them on life’s crowded highway, and the 
light of our eyes and hands may be to them as sweet 
refreshing wine!

Play thou a brother s part,
Strength, love and hope impart.

Bid thou the fainting heart 
Look up again.

It would be a bedraggled travel-stained company 
which, at length, made its passage along the Appian 
Way on the last stage of its journey to Rome. It had 
been a hazardous adventurous journey from Caesarea 
across the Levantine, and up the Italian coast. Only by 
the providential care of God, for Paul’s own specific 
sake, had the journey been accomplished free from 
serious injury and death. At a time when passengers 
and crew expected to be entombed in a watery grave 
the angel of the Lord appeared to Paul to strengthen 
and comfort him, and to assure him that he would, in 
very deed and truth, stand before Caesar to testify, as 
the Lord had intended from the onset of his ministry. 
Additionally the angelic comforter assured him that 
God had granted him the lives of all those who sailed 
with him. (Acts 27. 24.) Presumably Paul had prayed 
for his own and his fellow-passengers safe keeping 
through the stormy darkness, and had been heard. Thus 
for the Lord’s messenger’s sake two hundred and sev­
enty-five other lives were spared, and granted safe 
passage to terra-firma, though apparently with the loss 
of all they possessed. Even so the Maltese bestowed 
on them “unusual kindness ” because it had “begun to 
rain and was cold". (Acts 28. 2).

During this enforced stay among the Maltese peo­
ple, the Spirit of the Lord, in the heart of Paul, availed 
itself of the opportunity to repay their generosity by 
the healing of their sick — the people on the island 
who had diseases came and were healed, and without 
doubt would hear the Word of God proclaimed by 
Paul as he wrought these kindly acts. It is a touching 
commentary upon the native goodness of these is­
landers when Luke could say of them, “they presented 
many gifts to us and when we sailed they put on board 
whatever we needed. ”(Acts 28 .10RSV). From thence 
another ship brought them at last to Italian soil. A mes­
senger was immediately dispatched to the brethren in 
Rome, informing them that Paul and his company had 
landed at Puteoli, and would soon be en-route again 
for Rome.

Presumably the tidings of his coming had an electri­
fying effect among the brethren in Rome, for 
immediately two contingents of them set out at once, 
one of which, when they met him, had travelled no 
less than three and thirty miles, while the other also 
had come twenty-three —  both of them on foot! and 
their attitude towards the prisoner, what of that? Im­
agination must provide the answer here, for “on seeing
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16.The Supremacy of God
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in verse 4 is “ruach ” which word when used in con­
nection with God defines the dynamic energy of the 
Holy Spirit, which is the expression of God in the 
active exertion of his power as in creation ( “the Spirit 
o f  God moved upon the fa ce  o f  the waters ”) 
whereas “breath” is “neshamah”, the life-giving 
influence which is manifested in the breathing of liv­
ing creatures. David had the same idea in the 104th 
Psalm when he said, speaking of the animal creation 
“thou takest away their breath, they die, and re­
turn to their dust. Thou sendest forth thv spirit, 
they are created, and thou renewest the face o f  
the earth" (Psa. 104. 29.30). In this text both 
“breath” and “spirit” are ruach, this because the 
breath is that of the creature, not of the Almighty, 
and ruach is used in its mundane sense of “wind”. 
But in both cases, as so consistently throughout the 
Scriptures, the breath and life of man are indissolubly 
linked and both entirely dependent upon God who is 
at one and the same time the Source and Sustainer 
of life. All life emanates from him and without him 
no life can continue. So Solomon says (Eccl. 12. 7) 
speaking of human death “then shall the dust re­
turn to earth as it was; and the spirit shall return 
unto God who gave it". Later on in his discourse 
Elihu is to show that this is the basis and assurance 
of life after death; man can only attain that after-life 
by means of a resurrection from the dead, but the 
fact that the spirit has returned to God who gave it is 
an assurance that it is in safe keeping and in the res­
urrection will be “clothed upon” with a body suited to 
its exalted resurrection state ( see 1 Cor. 15. 35-54 
and 2. Cor. 5. 1-4).

The first verse of chapter 33 makes plain that Elihu’s 
words are addressed directly to Job himself —  
“ Wherefore, Job, I  pray thee, hear my speeches, 
and hearken unto my words” (33. 1). Now he re­
quests, politely yet firmly, that Job shall put himself in 
a position to refute Elihu’s philosophy, if he can: “I f  
thou const answer me, set thy words in order be­
fore me, and stand up" (33. 5). Lest this attitude 
should seem in Job’s eyes to indicate a claim to su­
periority, the young man immediately hastens to voice 
his realisation that he and Job stand together on an 
equal level before God. “Behold, la m  in the same 
relation as thyself toward God. I  myself also am 
cut out o f  the clay” (33. 6 Leeser). This it the true

Elihu’s first thesis is the inerrancy of Divine Wis­
dom. Because God is all-wise, nothing to which he 
sets his hand can possibly go wrong. If to the untutored 
mind of man it seems that some things are in fact 
grievously wrong, the explanation is not that God has 
erred, not that God is unjust, but that man is unable to 
perceive the full extent of Divine activity, unable to 
see that end which God has in view and toward which 
He is working. In this understanding of the matter 
Elihu is passionately sincere and grounded upon a 
basis of firm conviction. “My words” he says “shall 
be o f  the uprightness o f  my heart, and my lips 
shall utter knowledge clearly” (33. 3). “Out o f  
my straightforward heart come my sayings ” is how 
Leeser translates. There is no boasting here, no ego­
tism. These are the words of a man who knows, and 
who knows that he knows, and is not afraid to speak 
of what he knows. There is a reflection of this in 
words of James the half-brother of Jesus “who is a 
wise man and endued with knowledge among 
you? let him shew . . .  his works with meekness o f  
wisdom ” (James 3. 13). There is an old saying, said 
to have been coined by the ancient Chinese, which 
runs “He who knows not, and knows not that he 
knows not, is a fool; shun him. He who knows not, 
and knows that he knows not, is a child; teach him. 
He who knows, and knows not that he knows, is 
asleep; wake him. He who knows, and knows that 
he knows; is a wise man; follow him.” Elihu knew, 
and he knew that he knew; that is why his words, 
preserved to our own time, still constitute a wonder­
ful exposition of that wisdom from above which is 
the Christian’s guide through life.

Now he comes right down to the fundamental ba­
sis of all things with which mankind has to do, “The 
Spirit o f  God hath made m e ” he declares “and 
the breath o f  the Almighty hath given me life ” 
(33.4). The entire theological system of Elihu stands 
upon this basis and he knows no other. If  he lived in 
our day he would have no time at all for the modem 
theory of evolution from protoplasm; the language 
he employs shows that he takes his stand on the lit­
eral acceptance of the first story in the bible “God 
fo rm ed  man o f  the dust o f  the ground, and  
breathed into his nostrils the breath o f  life, and 
man became a living soul” (Gen. 2. 7). There is a 
striking exactitude about his choice of terms. “Spirit”
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%�������  (33.9-11). This is a pretty sweeping claim 
for a man to make, and a rather serious charge of 
unjust dealing to lay against God. Even the evident 
sincerity of Job in making such a statement does not 
excuse it. He really ought to know better than to 
claim complete innocence and in the same breath 
charge God with unjust dealing because he has en­
tered into a share of the evils which admittedly afflict 
all mankind. But Job is not the only one who has 
been guilty of this lapse. Who amongst us has not at 
some time or another come across someone who 
has been faced with some personal disaster and has 
demanded to know “why has God done this to me?” 
A loved one is stricken with grave illness or the vic­
tim of a tragic accident. “Why did God let it happen? 
She never did anyone any harm? The people down 
the street are regular blackguards and they get off 
scot free and everything goes alright for them. It isn’t 
fair.” Of course it isn’t fair. The incidence of sin and 
evil comes upon all men indiscriminately; the sins of 
one have their effects upon another. The fathers have 
eaten sour grapes and the children’s teeth are set on 
edge, as said the Lord to the prophet Ezekiel when 
he was faced with a similar plaint in his own day. 
And the reason is fundamental; the human race is a 
unity and in this marvellous terrestrial creation which 
God has designed for man’s happiness and well-be­
ing it is and must always be true that no man liveth 
unto himself. (Rom. 14. 7). That is why the sin of 
Adam has affected his entire posterity, why it is that 
in Adam all die. But it is also gloriously true that in 
Christ all men can be made alive, that by faith in 
Christ and acceptance of Christ to the extent of com­
plete dedication of life to Christ, the righteousness of 
Christ can become the basis on which any man and 
every man, “whosoever will” (Rev. 22. 17) can be­
come part of that unity which is brought back into full 
harmony with God in the Messianic Age and ush­
ered into those never-ending Ages of glory which 
God has prepared for those who will eschew sin and 
take their appointed place in God’s perfect and sinless 
creation.

But Job was in no mood to philosophise to this ex­
tent. At this moment he was angry and embittered 
with the anger and bitterness of the self-righteous 
man who feels that God has let him down. Job knew 
well enough that the words of his so-called “com­
forters” were empty and hollow; he knew God 
sufficiently well to realise that nothing they had sug­
gested came as yet anywhere near the root of the 
problem. He was hardly prepared at this stage to

expression of what in other connection has been called 
the fatherhood of God and the brotherhood of man. 
Despite his personal consciousness of the posses­
sion of the Holy Spirit and the spiritual enlightenment 
which comes with that possession, and the magni­
tude of his mission as a messenger of God, Elihu 
insists that he is but a man as are other men, created 
by God to be a co-citizen and joint-heir of thè earth 
and all that is in it. Peter had the same insistence 
when Cornelius would have worshipped him as a 
representative of God, preventing him with the words 
+3�������4�. �%������������%���%���/  (Acts 10. 26). 
And the revealing angel in the Book of Revelation, 
even though of a higher state of existence than the 
human, forbad the prostration of the saintly John, 
saying to him +3��� ����� ��� ��� ���4��� � � . � �%� ���  
������C��� ����� ����� � ����� ��������� ������������� &  
& & & / (Rev. 22. 9). Many a mediæval —  and modem 
—  ecclesiastical dignitary could take a lesson from 
this far-sighted Arab of so many centuries ago, and 
reflect that the honour and privilege of being a Chris­
tian minister is given not for personal aggrandisement 
or because God would elevate the recipient to a po­
sition of lordship over God’s heritage, to use St. Peter’s 
expression in 1. Pet. 5. 3, but rather that he might 
serve his fellows in things pertaining to God. +.�%  
�%���������������������� ����/  said Jesus. So Elihu 
is at pains to insist that any effect of his words must 
be credited to the content of his message and to its 
Divine Author, not to any personal impressiveness or 
power of his own, for he was only an ordinary man 
among men. +	 ��������/  says he +����������%�,�  
����� �������� �������� ������%�� �������� ��� �� ����  
�����/  (33.7). From the purely natural, eveiyday point 
of view, there was nothing in Elihu of which to take 
notice. Only in his message, he insists, is he to be 
heeded.

Now comes the first accusation. Job is to be con­
fronted with his own words and by his own words he 
is to be judged. “Surely ����� ����� ���,��� ��� %�  
��������� ����. ��� �� ����������  ����� � � ����� ������  
�� ��� � . . . ” (33. 8). The following words are those 
of Job, culled from his speeches during the long dis­
cussions which preceded Elihu’s intervention, and 
which the young man has remembered that he might 
use them in his refutation. +. � �%� ������ �������  
�������������/  says Job +. ��%� ��������4� �������� ��  
������ ��������� ���%�&� (������� ����������� ���������  
�������� %��� ��� ��������� %��� � � � ���� ���%�&� 6�  
� � ��� �� � %��� � � � � ��� ���� ����,��� ��� %��,���� � ��
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of angels who cannot be said to have made a cov­
enant by sacrifice?” There is nothing in the Scriptures 
which limits this final gathering exclusively to the saints 
of this age. Old Testament prophecies foretell, as we 
have seen, that God will descend with myriads of 
angels (or saints). Zech. 14. 4 & 5 foretells the de­
scent of God on the mount of Olives with all his saints 
(holy ones, saints or angels). This is the final gather­
ing, planned before the world began. In Eph. 1.9-11 
Paul tells us that God has made known to us the 
secret of his plan He had already decided to com­
plete by means of Christ. God’s plan, which He will 
complete when the time is right, is to bring all crea­
tion together, everything in heaven and earth, with 
Christ as head (T.E.V.).

The original covenant by sacrifice was made at 
Sinai, but Hebrews 12. 18-23 draws a remarkable 
contrast between this and Mount Zion. One writer 
first describes the scene when God met Moses and 
appeared before the children of Israel on Mount Si­
nai, when Moses said “I am trembling and aghast”, 
but he continues, “You have not drawn near to such 
a mountain, but you stand before Mount Zion, the 
city of God, the heavenly Jerusalem, before myriads 
of angels, the full concourse and assembly of the 
first-born citizens of heaven, and the spirits of good 
men made perfect, and Jesus the mediator of the 
new covenant”. What a gathering! All drawn together 
by and with Jesus the Mediator of the New Cov­
enant, and this wonderful gathering is the prelude to 
the ultimate gathering of all things both in heaven and 
upon earth under one Head, even Christ.

What a crescendo of praise will swell over the 
earth and in the heavens when the great cry goes up 
“Blessing, and glory, and wisdom, and thanksgiving, 
and honour, and power and might, be unto our God 
forever and ever”. We long and pray for the gather­
ing of the saints to be completed, so that the blessings 
of God’s kingdom may flow out to this sin-stricken 
world, when the knowledge of the glory of God shall 
cover the earth as the waters cover the sea.

whether the elect are exclusively either heavenly or 
earthly beings, rather let us emphasise the fact that 
all the saints or elect ones are chosen by God to be in 
relationship with him on whatever plane He wills.

The characteristics of the elect are outlined in Col. 
3. 12 (T.E.V.). +H��� ���� ���� ������� � � �;��4� ��  
�� ������� ���������� � � � �� � � � ���� ���&� ���������  
����%����� � �� ��� ��%��������� ����������� ����� �5
������&� ,�������� � ��� ��%�����&� (�� �������� ��� ���  
�������� ������ �� � �� ���� �������&� H��� %����� � �5
�� �� ����������� ��� ������%���������������!�������  
�� �� � �� � ���&� # � � � ��� ���� ������ � ��� �� � , �����  
������ ������������� ����������������&� /  This is but an 
echo of our Lord’s reply to the lawyer who asked 
“what are we to consider the law’s greatest com­
mandment?”. (See also Gal. 5. 14, James 2. 8).

But it may be asked, how does this relate to the 
covenant made by sacrifice? We have already noted 
this warning in the condemnation of natural Israel, 
because their sacrifice became meaningless, devoid 
of true love, and there is another grave warning im­
plicit in the words of Paul in 1 Cor. 13. 2, 3 +. � �.  
����,� ����� ���� ���������� � � �%��� ������������ ���  
�� �� ���� �� ��� . � ����%�� ��� %���� ����� �������  
������ ��� ��������� ��%���&� . � �. ��������� � � ����� ����  
. ���������� � ���� � �. ��� ��%������������������������  
���� �� �� ��� �� ��� . ������ ������������ ��������/&

So we come to the final gathering of the saints or 
elect ones. Matt. 24.31 foretells that at his return the 
Lord will send his angels to gather his elect from the 
four winds, from one end of heaven to the other. 
This is not another gathering apart from the one in 
Psa. 50. 5, for as we noted, the tenn saints and elect 
ones do not apply to different beings. This being so 
the gathering of the saints is a much more compre­
hensive work than we are wont to think. Turning to 
Mark 13. 27 we find a most important difference 
from the prophecy in Matt. 24. 31. Here the angels 
are said to gather his elect from the four winds, from 
the uttermost parts of the earth to the uttermost parts 
of the heavens. This is capable of different interpre­
tations, and it may be asked “what about the myriads

but because of that very fact. Not because there is 
nothing in our life that saddens and wearies us, but 
because by means of these very things we are in­
spired to lay hold the more tenaciously to that which 
entereth as an anchor, within the Veil.

If we are indeed building upon that Rock which is 
Christ, there can be no disappointment, no disillusion­
ment, no discouragement, for we shall be in very truth 
continually beholding, as in a mirror, the glory of the 
Lord, and are being changed into the same image, 
not because our idols do not have feet o f clay,
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9�/�3�����)�������).�/��������� ���/4���),� ��)���.���
2��)�6�����)�5��/�����5���(�/��������������,�))��'�6�
��(������9�/�3��//�*��(�� ������� ���)2�)���K� ? ����� �
��� ����� ���������� � � �D�����F� ��������� ���%�� �
����� ��%� ���� ���� � � ������ � � � � ���� �� �� ��� ���� �� �
� � �/ �;8���� ���� �R<�

7�,��������(�� ��������.���2��)����(���,����)����1
���,���� ������� /���)�/��� ��3��6� ��5�.�)6� ��(�3����
����4��'��>�/����5����**�)����2���.�)2����)�/��.��'�)�6�
3������)��5���������(�)������)6�����6�5��6� �������$�1
3)�5���),����/�))�/��2��)�������(6�5���5����5����(�2�
5���(�/����(���+�2�(����3���5���(���4�����'�����)�����
�������(�K�9�/�3���(�*)�.�(���.�)2�������� ,�,3�)�
� ������5�)4+��)/��3�����/�� ��� ��(� ,�))��(�>�/����
���5���(�5�������3��������,���'����5������)��D������
���������������������,�'���3��(�9�/�3������,� ��)���1
����)���),�� ��2��)��� ������/����(���������,�����4����
�����/F�������/���������5�((��'+�������D�������5���
�.�)�9�/�3� 5��� /��(�/��(� ��� ���� F��)��)�� ��(� ����
3)�(��3)��'��������,��#�����������B��,�)���'�(�(����
(��/�.�)6��������/�����)������6����������5�,���3���(�
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�)�(�������������4�3��(��'�������,��2�� ��-3)���,����
�������#���)�����3)����)��D������)����)���)��(��)�,�
�'2*�����)�/����)��������)�����(��/��(����������3���
5�)�����,�����$��,������.�������)�(����������������
������6� ��)� ��� ���� E��� 7����)2� ��7�� ���� -��2)�����
/����(�#�)����2)����������(�� ����3����6���(������/������
��,����).�.������������,����3������**���(����*�)��
� ������� ���(���(�2�� ��5�)��2�������� /��)�/��)�,�2�
��.��3���6�����/)�5���'�'��)2�� ����3��������2)����
5�������������5�� (��'���)��3�/�,������ ,����)�� ���
������.����2�/�������������� ����)����

� �����������,�)4������*��6����*���5��/�����������,�)4�(�
��(�2�32���,���,�����%�)���)6���(���)���,6���(���)�
����6��������(�3���������'�(���**����,������(��)��1
�)������� ����)� �����)2����� ���5�� ��������2�5�)�� ����
����)�,���������������(�� ��8�(6�3�����,���,�����������
��)(�����'����3����� ����)�,���� ����������(�� ��8�(��
	��2�����5�)����30�/������������)�/�,��'��5��/���)��
/�,,��� ��� ���� ,��6� 3��� ��� ��2� )���� ���2� (�(� ����)�
3����� " ������� 5�� ���)� ��� ,�)��� D���� 9�/�3� ��(�
������,��2�,�')���(� ������'2*�����)�2�2��)�� ����)����
��/�*������ ��,���� ��)���,�� ��� ����,�������(K� ����
*)�3�3�2�(��(�F�����2������������)�,��$�)�*�����'���.1

	��$��,��� � �"����������������!��� A study in
John 11.9

(�2���),����,� ����� ��)�����*��)�, ��A���2����9�����
����'���,�)��� ������ ��)�/4���, ��A�������)��'�������
� ������)���33���+(�2�)���)�/����������/����(�������)�(��*�
����'��6����)���)�6������(�)����(�5��/��5�����)����'�
��(�5��/��5��� ���*��)(�� 	����5��� ��(�)��'� /���1
���'�����,�4���'��������������+*�)*�������'�)���)�����
��)���6� ��(� ��� ��/����(� ���,� ����� “they took up�
stones again to stone him ”� ;9���� �R�� ��<�

��������,�/�����������,��5�������2������/�,�6�����
��������9�5��/���(�������4����(�(���)�2�9����6���51
�.�)�,�/�����2�(���)�(� ������(��� “He escaped out�
o f their hand, and went away again beyond Jor­
dan to Bethabara ”� I � ���� *��/�� 5��)�� 9���� ����
��*�����3�'�������,�����)2��	��)����)���,����,�6�$��
�3�(���;9���� �R����+&R<�

D�����(5�����'����)�6���,�����'�)��))�.�(�5��������
��(��'���������G�)���;5��,�9�����(��)�2���.�(<�5���
��/46���(����������')���+��)�/4��������)��5���(�')����2�
�**)�/���������*)����/��� ������)�3���.�(�!����)���(�
%)���(��������(�� ��*)�/��(��'��,,�(�����2����������/1
/��)���(�/�,��)��� ��������))�5��'���������(6�9�����
)�,����(6� ��)� )������� 3���� 4��5�� ��� ��,����6� ���
�����3�)����)��5��5����� (�2��� ��)��'� ����� *�)��(�
��G�)��� (��(�� 	�5�)(�� ���� ��(� � ������ ��/��(� (�2�
9�����/�,�����4��56�32���,�� ,����6��������G�)���
5���(��(K�3�����)��'�������26�����������$��4��5������
(�(�9�������4�� ���*�����'�����������2�� D���6���51
�.�)6�����4��5��('����(�/�,�6�9�����*)�*���(��������
(��/�*�����������2������(��//�,*��2���,����������,��
� ������3�)��.�(��)���(���?�������'�������9�(����'���L�
���(� ���� !����)�� ?"�� !����)L�����(��/�*����)�*���(�
?���������2�)�/����2����������9�5�����'������������������
D���������'�����9�)�����,��'�����������N�D��������

-������ ����� � ��9�����5��� ()�5��'���� ����/����� ����
��/)�����'�2���)�/�������������2�� ������9�5���������)�1
�����/����(���,����5���()�5���,������)�,�9�)�����,�
��(�������.�)��,���������.�)����//�������

	���� ���,�� ��� ��.�� 3���� ��/����)2� 3�/����� ����
����)��/���3�/�,��,�)��/������'��'�2��,*����/6���(�
����5�)4��,�)�����)����'�2�,�)�/��������2�)������� ��
����� ')����)� �,*�����6� 9����� ()�5� ���� ���������� ���
����/�,,���*��*���,�)��(��������2������,����6�3������
������,����,�� �����(��������,���� ����'�)���(�,���/��
5��/����)���,����,����(��,���(�)�(�����������)������
����)���)��

"���� ������ ���)����'�,�)�/���� ����������,��5�������
3����5,����� ����'����*�������?,���3�,�3���(�L�	��
��**��,��������� ')�/����� �/��9����� ����)�(�����*�)1
�3��� � ������ ���*��)(� ��(� ���� ����*�� %�)� (�)��'� ���
(����(�����/��)�/��)�� ������3�����/��)�������/��3���(�
,���5���?*�������� �������2��'�'��L�32����� ����)�1
���(�)���)��� 	��2������/�����,� ���6�������2�����'��6�
�)�,� ���� ��*��� � ����)����� 	�� ���5� ���� *��*��� ����
�)���/��)�/��)�� ���������)��������(�)���)�6�9��������(�
���,6�������)���.��26��������//�))��/��5��/����(���*1
*���(� ,��2� ��,��� ��� ����)� ,�(���� %����� ��)����'�
���*��)(��?5������5����������*��)�����L6���(������(�
���*)���).����(�4��*��������/4��)�,�(��'�)6�5�������
�)����5��)+���*��)(�5���(�)��4������5�� �����)����)�
����������� ���������/4�����������*��*�����(��������)�1
������5������/������*������ ��9����A� ���)2�

	������)������ ��(�/��������� ������ ���(� ����� ������
����*�� ����)�����	��2�/�)�(�����5����3�/�,�������,��
9����6�32�4��(�2��/����(���)/�����5�)(6���(�����(�����
5��(�)��'� ����*6� ��(� '�.�� ��,� ��'��� (��*�)������
������2���'����	������)������/�)�(�,�)����)���33���+
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?�5��.�� ���)�L�5����5��/�� �������/��� ����)��)��� ���
��/��� ��*�)����)�(��'�)6�3���������)/�����)����5�������
,�26���/��/����/)���(������5�)�� ������5�)��2���,3�
,�2���2� +#��� �������������� �� ������ ���%�����?�/ �
��� �������8�(� ������5���(���),�����5����,2�5�)4�
������3����(�5���������*���� ���������������(N

���5���� ')����2�/���)�3�����������*��/��� �����)����)�
�.�)2�����5�����.���������)(����)����������������?��,��L�
�)�����������)(A�����(�6���(�����������(�������6���(�
��������,�����)�/����(�)������� ��,��6��.���5��������
5 �)�(@�� (��(������ ��)/��� ��� ����)� /�,, ��(� /���
���)�����)�����)��)��5��������)��������?(�2�L�	���� �����
*�)��� ��8�(A��?7�)�L�5��/��$��)���).����������.�)2�
�5��/���)���� +6� �/�)������)�2��L��������,*�2�*�)�����
8�(���������?�5��.�����)�L�����.�)2�3����.�)A��?(�2L�
�//�)(��'��������?5�)4L�������3�6���(��������5������
?�'��������L�/�������)��������'��6�����'�����2�,�)�����
����������)/�����(���)����� ��/)��������������)���(��	���
��)(�8�(��)(�)�� ��� ��������*��� ����'��(�,��6��)�,�
����3�'�����'�� ������*��')�,�'�����������(6���(����)��
�)��������*�������)��*����.�����A�������5��/������.��'�
%����)�����5������)����(������)(�)6���������5������/��
/���(A��?(�2L�/�,����������/����6�������8�(A�����(�������
5��/��)��'������4������ ��/�����'�(�2�

����(���)�/�'�������� ��������)�,��(�����)���������(�
����(��*������2�/���(�� ��8�(����)�����)�/�)������*)�1
/�(�)�������2���,�6�������� ���������������*�)������(�2���
-�����'��9�����4��5����)��5�)��?�5��.�����)�A����
����(�26�$��(�(�����*)���,���*���$���%����)A��*)�.�1
(�������/�)���$��5���()�5��)�,�����*��/��� ��(��'�)�
��(�5���� �����������)�*��/���$��(�(�������(��2���G1
�)(� $��� ����� ��)� ��2� ����� ���� ��/�� � � �(��'�)�� $��
*�)��),�(� ���� ')����5�)4�5��/�� )����(� �����),� ���
*���������(����)�(I �����F�����2�5���()�5��������5�
�������),������3��(�������5����������)�/������'��'�
U��'�L�5��� (��� ��� 3�� '�.��� $�� ��������(� ������� '��
3�/4��������(��'�)�G���6�4��5��'����������(���'�� ��
����%����)A��?D�)4L�5���(�����)�������,�����-�,�'��2�
%����)A��*)���/�������(�/�)��

"�)�������� ��:� ; ���,��������������������������� �
�� �� ; � �B�� ���,� ��� ��& � 	���� ��� �� �)���� 5�� ,����
4��*����,��(���(�26�5����(�����,�2�,������������2�
��)����/�,�)�� 8�(� ���� ��.�)� '��)�����(� ���� �������
��/��(��������2��'������/���,��������(�.�����/�6��.���
����)(���)2���,���� 	�����5�����.�(����������� �������6�
�.���3�/4����*)�+7�)�������(�2�6�5�)����5�2�� ��31
0�/���������)��4�� � ����,���*������� ��(�3�'��)26���(�
,��26�� ��5��,�������)�����9�5����-'����)�����8��1
*���-'����.��3����5�)��26�/����(�����)��2�����)�����
�������,���,�(��/������ ��.�����/����(�3���(���(K�3��

�*���2�*���	�2��������(�*�)���� ���(��'�)�32���/����
���*N� ��������2� 9����� ,�(�� )�*�2� +#��� ������ ��� �
���� �� ������ ��� ���� ���?� . � �����%��� ���,� ��� ��� �
����������%������� � � � � � L�$�5���)��'��������5�)�
���,�4���������)�����/������)�*�2��D����(�(�9�����,����
32�������5�)(�N

	��)�����������)�,�����'6���������5�)(����)���3��/��1
��(�)�(� /�)�����2� ��� )�������� ��� 9����A� �B*�)���/���
3���)�6�(�)��'6���(�����)��������/�(���6���(����5����3��
��������������� ��)��'�� ���5�)����� ��� �**��/���������
����!����)���,������-����'���/���'��� ��5�)(��'�,�2�
3)��'��������������(�(�,�����'6���(����5���5����)1
�����9�����5��6�5��������D����� ��8�(�/����(�$�,����
��).�/���?-)�����)�������5��.�����)�����,2�(�2N������
5��4���(�5�)4��������(�2���/���������,3�����(�������
7�������9�5��(�*)�.��,��� ��������������������'���,�1
,���� �)�,� ����� ����� (�2N� ���,2�%����)�3�(�� ,�� '��
�'�������9�)�����,� ���*�)��),� ������)�/������'��'�
5�)4��,��'��������������*��*��6�/�����2�,�������)1
��)��5����,�������,2�5�)4����(���N

9�����4��5�$����(���?(�2L�(�)��'�5��/��$��,����
5�)4�����5�)4��� ������%����)6���(� ��������?(�2L�$��
/���(�����3����5�)��(K�3���$�������4��5����������'���
5���(�/�,��5����$��/���(�������'�)�5�)4���(����
5��/��$��5���(����������������,����5)����;9���� ���
&<�� ��������� �����?(�2L�5��� ����2�)��6� ������ ����5�)4�
5���/�,*�����2�(�������*�5�)������)���/���(�����)1
��)�����*������� ��������(��'�)������������?�5��.�L������
���)��5�)���*�������������5�����/)����/�6���(�/���(�
����3���B���'�����(��-(�*���'������4��5��5)���)A��
��)/�����*�)���6�9�����5���?�,,�)���� �����$���5�)4�
5��� (���L�� 	����5��� ���� ��/)��� ')���(� � ��9����A�
/����(��/���$����(�?5�)4L����(�6���(����,���/�����
,��� ��)� ����� � ��(�,���� /���(� ����)��)�� 5���� $���
�����2�5�������'�'�(��������%����)A��3��������

D���� ��������/���5��()�5��)�,������ �/)�*�� ��9�1
���A������)2���(��)�,������/)2*��/������,�����)�,�����
��*�N

����������)��3��(�(�2���,�(�����*�)����� ����)�,�(1
�,�5�)�(6����5�)��5������)���/��/���(�� ��8�(����*��(�)�
������ ���'���)�3��� /����(����5�)(�� � ����)�3���.�(�
��)(6� ��)� ��� 9����� ?5��L� ��� ���� �.������� (�2� ��� ���
��/�� /����/)���(� 3����.�)� ��� ��)� ��,�������� (�2��
�.�)2� �����5�)�5��� ���?���7�)���L� ,�2�/���,� ��(�
��0�2�������,��*)�.���'���3���)��8�(�5��/����)�(��)�
��)(�*�������(���.�)2�*)�,������(�����)��/��5��/��
8�(�'�.�����9�����;/�,*�)�������&���E�5�������7�)��
��� �<� ,�2�3��/���,�(�32�9����A� ����/��������� �����)�
��)�.�)2��5�����/��/���(�� ��8�(����������)���)��5��
?(�2L���)������)���)��5��?5�)4L�I ��������/�,*����
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then the time has come for his workmen to go Home. 
God is under no promise or obligation to keep them 
here when the “twelve hours” are run. From the 
moment of full surrender their only reason for re­
maining here is to do God’s work, in God’s own way. 
That work accomplished, no reason then exists for 
God to keep them here, his great consideration is the 
outworking of his Plan, and as each stage arrives at 
its conclusion the workmen are removed and another 
stage, with other men, then occupies the scene. If 
then, the Church’s work is done, the time has come 
for the Church to go ‘Home’, but if it is not yet done, 
then it is God’s responsibility to keep his workmen 
here. And though the whole world becomes a howl­
ing mob, hurling destruction from the skies like torrential 
rain, the hand of God can shield his child and keep 
him safe until the clock of Providence chimes the 
hour.

Let every child of God take courage then and know 
within his heart of hearts that till his (or her) clock 
strikes ‘twelve’ no weapon that is formed against 
him can reach its mark - he (or she) +����%%����������  
������ ���,� ��� ����

not before their allotted work was done. God kept 
them all until their little “day” was done. There were 
“twelve hours to every little day”, and so it is today. 
God will keep his workmen here, and hedge them 
round with providential care until their work for him 
is done. No opposing foe can interfere with God’s 
work, and if the doing of God’s work requires the 
presence of God’s workmen there, then Omnipotence 
can challenge every foe and control the fierce fury 
of both mob and fire.

But when God’s work for any Age or occasion is 
accomplished and there is nothing more of the allot­
ted task still to do, God’s workman will go Home. 
When Jesus’ work was done, God took the hedge 
away, and left him to the dark forces of hate and sin. 
When his “Day” of work was ended, the night closed 
round him, and what could not befall him in the “day” 
befell him when its “twelve hours” were run. (��  
;�����%���� ���� ������������ ��� *������%���� ���  
"�� ���� ����; � �B�  +����������&�/  The “day’s” work 
done, the Messianic workman went Home to enjoy 
his Father’s smile.

If, today, God’s allotted work for his Church is done,

Gainsborough House
vided by an excellent cook. Gainsborough welcomes 
friends for country holidays and short stays, accom­
modated in the main house in single or double guest 
rooms. Further details and bookings for these are 
made through Gwen May, West Moors, Upton, Long 
Sutton,Langport, Somerset TA109NL(Tel:01458 
241346).

Several vacancies are currently available for per­
manent residents and couples may be considered.

Those thinking about retirement, please write or 
phone for details to Derrick Nadal, 4 Manor Gar­
dens, Bamstone, Nottingham NG13 9JL; Telephone: 
01949860416

The Bible Fellowship Eventide Trust, a registered 
charity, runs this Christian Retirement Home at 
Milbome Port primarily for those sympathetic to this 
and similar journals. It is situated on the west side of 
a delightful village on the border of Somerset and 
Dorset amid lovely west country farmlands. It is about 
100 miles from London and 150 miles from Birming­
ham. It straddles the old A30 road, three miles east 
of Sherborne. Yeovil is another five miles further on. 
This Victorian country house has comfortable lounges 
and guest rooms. It also has pleasant flower and veg­
etable gardens which supply the house.

Permanent residents live in self contained flats with 
shower and toilet. A communal mid-day meal is pro­

meant, he copied it carefully into Grannie’s Bible, 
showing it to no-one. Grannie was a bit surprised to 
read: ‘With the compliments and best wishes of the 
Author’ —  but she’s quite sure the message is true, 
for all that!”

�'������ ��B��<� 

“The gift that meant most to Grannie was a new 
Bible from six-year-old Kenneth. Kenneth had cho­
sen it himself, and he wanted to write a message 
inside the front cover. He knew that was the thing to 
do. His father had recently been given a book by a 
friend and there on the fly-leaf he found what he 
was looking for. Though he wasn’t at all sure what it
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�*�4��6�?�����*)�*���L�5���5���(�3��)����(��*���4��
�����!����6�3���5��6�����4��!����6�5���(�3�����(�(�
32���������*��*�������������*���������(�)�������'����(�
����3����K�����"�������(��'��,��'����,�5�����,���
��(����,�)���������,��6�����5���,�2���.��3������
')���� ,��� � ��8�(� ��(� �� ')���� /��,*���� � ��)�'��1
��������� ��� ��,�� '����326� 3��� ��.�)�������� �� ,���
�����6� � ��-(�,A�� )�/��� ���5���5����9����� ��)��(����
����(��/�*������(�*��������/��(�F�������� O Butwhom�
say ye that I  am? ”� ����� �� ')���� ��'��� (�5��(� ���
����)� ��(� ��� �*�4�� ���6� �,*����.�� ��� �.�)6� ? Thou�
art the Christ, the Son o f the living God. ”�?���� ���
,��LK����2���(�3�����//����,�(�����'����������������
��(� ����'��� ��� ,�)�� � ���������� 5���� ���2�)��(� ���
����)� �/)�*��)��� � ������ ��,�� �**��������� 3���'�3�1
���5�(��*�������*)�*�����G�4�����	��)��5������9�5)2�
����������,�����)����)����������������!���������,�����
5���(� 3�� ��2����'� ,�)�� ����� �� ,��K� �� ')���� ,���
)����(��*�32�8�(� �(,����(�26�3�����)�������������2���
,���� ���5�����������*������ ����,�����������)���5������
������ � �����*�)������ ����� !������� 5��� ,�)�� ����� ��
,���� $��5���� ���.�)��2����������� ��8�(6�/�,��(�5��
�)�,����.��������4����,�����),�����B�/����������1
.����,��������$��5����������2������ ��,��K�$��5���
�������������� ��8�(�

	������((��� �)��4�(�/��)������5�������3�'�����'�
� ������5������*�)������ ��(�)����(��'�� ������7��)/���
-��������5�6���2�� ����6�/�,*)����(��)���(�)����(�� ��
���������������'��5����������M������.������)����)/�����
����)A�� �����)�/� )�*�2�� ������ ����� ���� �(����� ��(�
����'���6���(� /����F�����2����� ��*��� ��(� ��,�6� ���
����(��/�*������(������ ��9����A������5�)��5�)���B/��1
��.��2���)���2�� %)�,� �������,������)�*)�')���� �������
��(�)����(��'�� ���*�)������ ����'��3�'��6���(������ ���
5�2�9����6�)�0��/��'�����*�)�����������.�(��/���������1
��)(�(� ��,� ����� ����5�)4�5��� ��� �����3��)��'� �)���6�
�B/���,�(� ? Blessed art thou, Simon . . . flesh and�
blood hath not revealed this unto you, but my�
Father who is in heaven.�L�-���5�*������ ������,��1
���)2�5�������)�(��*������)����(������������.�)2�)����
������9�����3�'��������(�2����3���(�����7��)/����.���
������'�� �����/���� ,����/�,��3���)�� �����7��)/��
/���(� 3�� ��),���2� ����'�)���(� 32����� (��/���� ��(�
3�*���,�� ������$��2��*�)����*�����������)���3����.�)��
'����)�(� ��������**�)�>��,6����5�����)�������9�����
3�'�������'����)��'������ ��������)�����5�� ���5�����)��
�����$������(� ��,��5���,��������(�����������(����

"���� ��������)��'������/�(������������8��*�����������
	)�����'�)������� ��� ��������)�� ������,�����3����'����
���� "�(� 	����,���� )����)������ ����#�5� ��(� ��� 3��
)�.��������� ������4��(�5����),���2�����/�����5��������
$�3)�5�*)�*�����)����)������7�)��������*��������	����
���5���'�.�����)���*�)*�������)��/���3�����(��3�6��(�
�����������**����'�(��*�2��,*)����(���������*�������
,��(��� ��������)���5�������������3.������)�,��������1
��,��2��������.�)�����������/��8��*����!�����56�!�)4�
��(���4������)�/�)(������(����,�/��������,��5�)(���
!�,�)2�,������.��3����.�)2�/���)�����������*)�/����
(����������5������**���(����������.�������(�2�

���5����3���������5�2���)��'������,�����)2�� ��9�1
�������������(��/�*���� ��(������ ��)��'�� ��(���)�����'�
�B*�)���/���	��2���(���)��(2������5�(���,���)��'��
�5��0��)��2�����8���������(�������)��6�3���(�������(1
��'���,��������.��������9�)�����,��$��5���3�/�,��'�
5����4��5��32���5���(����������)������5�)����4��'�
����/��� ������,�.�,�������(�����,����'���9�������,1
�����4��5���������� ���(��5�)�� )�����'� ������(�$��
,����3�'������*)�*�)������(��/�*������)�����')�,�)����1
����������������)��,,�(�������*���5�)��'���'����3��
(����(�32�����(����6���(�����'��(���*)�,����� ������
Q��'(�,�)�/�(������������(������������)�������,�)��
���������6�$�� ,���� ����� /�,,��/�� ��� ������� ��/��1
�/���������� ������)���.��A� ,������� �������)�,��(�6����
'�.�����,�����')���(5�)4��*���5��/������)�����(�����
���2�,�'���'����)5�)(����/����(��/�����*)�/���,�����
,����'�� ���9�)�����,6���(� ����9�(��6���(����������1
��),����*�)���� ��������)����$��,�������(���,*��������
����)�,��(����.�����������5���(���.�)���(��5����������
�����(6� ��(�����,�����$��/���������/���.���������(�
5��� ��.������ � ��������)�4��(� �,*)����(� �*��� ����)�
����)��� �2���

	��� ���)������ ��(� ��((�/���� ��(� ��)��(2� 3����
�����,6���4��'�����'���)�,����.��6���)�F�����5��/��
$��)�����(�;!����� ����+&<��	������/�(������(�*����(�
��� ���5�)�� ��,����������/�(6� 3��� ��� ��).�(� ��� ���5�
�����������)/���� ���������,2�5�)��3�'�����'����,�)1
��������,���.�����(�9�����4��5������������,��5���(�
����3��*)����'�(�������������(�����(��/�*���6� “Whom�
do men say that I  the Son o f  man am? ”�;!����� ���
��<�� 	��)�� 5��� �� .�)���2� � �����5�)��� -**�)����2�
��,�� ��(� ����'���$��5���9���� ���� ��*����6� )����(�
�)�,�����(��(6�����)�6����0��6��)�9�)�,���6��)�������)�
� ������ *)�*������ ������ ����)�� ��),���(� �����$��5���
���� ,2���)����� ����,�(� ���� � ��5��,� !����� ��(
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��(� ��((�//���� �� �������5�����*)�.�����26� ��4���)���
��'������.�(��/��� �����������)��26�9�����4��56������
3����)6�0����5�����)�,��(����.���������'��5���(�3�����
���,� ��� �����0��/��)��� ��,�� .���3��� ,�������������
�*���5��/������)�*�2��/����������/���(��������5���(�
3�/�,�������(,�)4��������)�,�,�)�������3��)�/����(�
��� ����)� (�2�� ��(� )�,�,3�)�(� ��� ��� �.�(��/�� ��)�
3��������(� �� ����(������ ��)� ����������� /���(� ����3��
�.�)��)��(�� ��/����� � ������� ��/�����2� ���2� 5�)��
'�.�������.������� ������	)�����'�)������

��� 5��� .�����2� ��/����)2� ����� ���� (��/�*���@� ��*��
��(���(�)����(��'�� ��9����A� ���/���'�3�� ����,����2�
)�����(�������� *)�*��/���� � ������ "�(� 	����,����� ���
����)�(�2������5�����(�.���*,����� ��7�)�������(�/1
�)���� 5��� '���'� ��� 3�� (�*��(���� �*��� �� ����� ��(�
�//�)���� 4��5��('�� � ������ 5)����'�� � ��!����� ��(�
���� 5�)(�� � ������ *)�*������ ��� 9����� *)�/��(�(� ���
��/�� ��� )������ ���� ,������� ��(� ����)� ��*��� ��)� ����
����)����������*�/��2*��/�.�������� ����(�����,���� ? ��� �
3��� � � �	��� ������ ��%�� ��� ���� ������ � � �����8����� �
����� ���� ������4� ���� ����� ��� ������ ������� � ��� �
%��� ���������� ��� ���� ���,�&�/ � ;M��� ��<�� 	���� ���
�3�������� ��)������#�5�	����,����*)�*��/2�� ������
��/��(�-(.���������5����.��I ������/��������)�,�)41
�3�����5�,�/��� �������)�'����� ��7�)�������(�/�)�������
���3������(�����,3)2����),�����������B�������/��*��)�
� ��!�����5���(�����/�))��*��(��'��//���������!�)4�
��(���4���	���(��/�*����5�)��F�������,����)�5��������
��(� *)�*����/� .�������� 	��2�4��5������ !����� ��(�
*)�(�/��(� ���� /�,��'� � ���� ')����)� ����� ��,��������
5��,�����*��*���5���(����)4�����(�32�5��,����2�
5���(�3����.�(��	��2�4��5������!���/�����(�*)�*�1
����(� � ������ ��,�� ���� ��� (����)���� ��),�6� �� ���� ���
>�'�����������5���5���(��)����5����������'��������
5��'�K���(����2�4��5����������!���/�����(������*)�,1
���(������8�(�5���(����(����0�������*)�*���������)����
3���)������')����(�2�/�,�6���� �����������*)���,���)2�
5�)4�� ����)���'��������)���� �����������)���������/���1
()�����(�����/���()���������� �����)��� 	��2�4��5�����
����6� ��(����2�4��5�����������8�(�5���(� �**��)� ���
'��)2���(�*�5�)�����B�/����0�(',�����������5�/4�(�
��(�3����5�)�5�)(���*�������)�'������6�������������
��2�� ��� ,��2� � ������ *)�*����� ��(� (��/)�3�(� ����
�.������ ���������2�����2,3����,�)���)��������)�(���(�
���2�/���(� ����3��� ��.��3���� �/����2��5�)��� ������
.������ ����� 32� �������5��)�� ���� -�/����� � ����2��
5���,��������(� ������)2�'��)2���(����� ��4�����������
,���5���3)��'���3���)����,����)�/��.�������)���(�
'��)2���(� ��4��'(�,� �����5���(� ��.�)�*���� �5�2��
# �5 � 9��� �� 5��� / �� � )�2 � )� �� ))�� ' � ��� �� � �

���)����(�3�'�����'��� �������(�)����(��'�,��(������
5������,�4�� ���,� ����)�/�*������ � ������ $��2��*�)���
5����������,�� �����(�/�,��� ��������.�)2���'����/����
����'�����������*����'��/��������������)����//�))��/��
� ������ 5�)(� 9��������9 � ��� ���� #�5� 	����,�����
?�*��������)�/46L������)�/4��)����0��������/����(�32�
����)6�?��5����3���(�,2�/��)/�L�;84�? �,,����� �L<����(�
9������ 	�����),�*)�*�)�2�(���������������)������,1
3�2�� ��7�)���A��(��/�*��������5�)�(� �.�)6�����5�����
?7��)/�� ������������L������2�������,��� ��� ������.�)2�
�**)�*)�������(�.�)2���'����/�����������)����)�������)���
��,��9������.�5�������������������?3���(�����7��)/��L

#����������'����/�������������/��������,,�(�����2���1
��)������)�.��������� ������)A��')��*�� �������')�����)����
��(�������(�/���������������)(�(����������,��(��������
(��/�*����5�)��'�����'�)��(2���)��*�)����������)�/����6�
9�����3�'�������*��4�������(��*�)�����'��� ������,��1
������$�)�����)��$����(�5�)4�(�,�)�/���6�*)��/��(�
����8��*���� ������Q��'(�,6���(�(��/��)��(�5��������
(��/�*�����������.�)������ ������5�2��� ������6�����?�)�����
� ������ �*�)��L� ���5�� ,�'��� /���� ���,6� ���� ����)����
.����������.����(�0�2���(�*��/����(�,�)/2���(���1
,����2���(� �������#�5�$���,3�)4�(� �*�����������2�
(����)������2���� ������)�/������ +8��%��������%��������/ �
��2�� !�����5� ��� .�)��� ��� ? ������ ������ ��� ���� �
����� ���� ��������� � � � � L� ���� ����'�� )�'�)(��'� ����
*)����������������,������������9�5���������)�!������6�
����)�)�0�/������ ����,6� ����/��(�,������K� ���� (�����
��(�����)���))�/������	��2�(�(�����/�,*)����(�����2�
5����$��5�����(��.��)��'�������/�����,6�����)��.���
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Tabor is the traditional mountain where the incident 
is said to have taken place, but since Tabor was 
crowned by a Roman fortress at the time it is un­
likely to have been the spot. More likely one of the 
slopes of Mount Hermon in Galilee was the place 
where this strange and thrilling scene was enacted.

Before their astonished eyes the Jesus they knew 
was transformed into a glorious Being whose coun­
tenance shone as the sun and whose whole form 
blazed with a dazzling white radiance. The descrip­
tion is so startingly akin to that of the vision which 
Saul of Tarsus saw on the road to Damascus that 
one is forced to the conclusion that Peter and James 
and John saw exactly what Paul saw on that occa­
sion. Then, in company with this transfigured and 
glorious Lord there appeared two other figures, ap­
parently not so glorious yet evidently not of this earth. 
In some mysterious way not explained in the accounts, 
the onlookers knew these two to be Moses and Elijah. 
How did they know? possibly they were not able to 
explain that even to themselves. They just knew that 
they were gazing on Moses and Elijah discoursing 
with the Lord of all glory. They heard enough of the 
conversation to gather its general drift. It was to do 
with the “decease” of Jesus. That is an unusual word 
in the New Testament and it does not mean death. It 
is the Greek word +Z�����/  which means a going 
out or an outgoing, the leaving of one place to go to 
another. “Decease” meaning “to die” is a wholly im­
proper translation. Used only three times in the New 
Testament, one occurrence is in Heb. 11.22 refer­
ring to the “��������� ” of the children of Israel out 
of Egypt, where “departing” is +Z�����/&  (From this 
of course we get the name “Exodus” for the second 
book of the Bible).

So they discoursed not of Jesus’ death, but of his 
“outgoing”. The significance of that may become 
more apparent presently. But in the meantime Peter, 
quick of mind as ever, grasped, or thought he grasped, 
the meaning of what he saw. Here surely was the 
fulfilment of words spoken six days previously. Here 
at last was the Son of man appearing in the glory of 
his Kingdom, and Moses and Elijah were attending 
him as supporters and witnesses. Here was the sign 
for which Pharisees and Sadduccees had asked.., a 
sign none of them would dispute, backed as it was 
with all the authority of Israel’s two greatest men, 
Moses and Elijah. What wonder that Peter, with all 
his usual impetuousness, immediately proposed that 
“tabernacles,” booths of branches and leaves, be at

prophecy and telling them in effect that He himself 
was that Son of man who would eventually come in 
that glory and receive that Kingdom. They had al­
ready realised the fact and Peter had expressed it 
for them in words. And there was something more. 
They all knew of the stirring passage in the Book of 
Enoch where the Lord was depicted as coming with 
ten thousands of his holy ones to execute judgment 
upon the ungodly. He was not coming alone; He would 
be accompanied by his faithful disciples. Daniel too 
had spoken of the holy ones of the Most High who 
would possess the kingdom in companionship with 
their Lord, the Son of Man. It was all very exciting 
and thrilling and what was needed now to seal their 
faith was some kind of outward evidence that all these 
hopes were well founded and would not be disap­
pointed.

And it was just at that point that Jesus said to them
— surely He must have said it very quietly, letting 
the words sink into their minds . . . +G������. ����  
���������� �����������%���������������������������  
���� ������ � � �������� ����� ����� ���� ���� 3��� � � �%��  
��%���� ��� ���� ,�����%&  ”

There have been endless discussions as to pre­
cisely what Jesus meant by those few simple words
—  for it is manifest that all the disciples have long 
since tasted of death, but still the Son of Man has not 
come in the glory of his Kingdom. Some have inter­
preted the words to mean the descent of the Holy 
Spirit at Pentecost, and others the inauguration of the 
Church on earth, the incipient Kingdom of heaven, 
whilst its members are as yet still in the flesh. And 
some, critically, have said that Jesus himself expected 
to return in power within a few years but that He 
was mistaken and so the disciples were misled and 
disappointed, but those who say such a thing are griev­
ously wrong. Jesus had just been talking about his 
appearance in glory at the day of his “appearing and 
kingdom” at the commencement of the Millennial 
Age when his saints would be with him and the world 
ready to receive him and his words cannot logically 
be taken to refer to anything else. Without any doubt 
at all the few men who heard those words uttered 
must have taken them to mean that within the fore­
seeable future, while as yet they lived, they would 
see with their own eyes that which He had just been 
telling them would surely come.

So there passed, in eager anticipation, six days; 
then Jesus called three of them, Peter, James, and 
John, and led them apart, up into a high mountain.
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"And when they had lifted up their eyes, they�
saw no man, save Jesus only. ”
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T. Holmes OUR LORD’S PEACE Jesus' Legacy to
his Disciples

+2����� �� �����%���� ���� ������ %���� ����� � � ���5
���������������������� � �������������&�8����������%���  
'�� �������)� ��� � � ������� ������%��� ���� ����4� �����5
����� ��� ��� � � ���� ��������� ��� ���� ������ ���� ��������  
�� ���&�/  (Heb. 9. 16. 17). But as soon as the tragic 
scene was over and the cry, “It is finished,” fell upon 
their ears, strange as it may seem, there is evidence 
that peace began to steal into their hearts. The dark­
ened heavens, the quaking earth, the rending rocks, 
the tom veil of the temple, all spoke to them a mes­
sage of comfort which the world could not receive.

To the world (Jews and Gentiles, both participating 
in the crime) the language of those events was that 
of Divine wrath and indignation against them. And 
as fear fell upon the people and the clamour and ex­
citement of that awful day died away, they smote 
upon their breasts and returned to their homes, the 
guilty conspirators, having accomplished their work, 
slunk away to hide, if possible, from the wrath of 
God; Judas filled with remorse, went out and hanged 
himself; and the Roman centurion and they that were 
with him, fearing greatly, said, ‘Truly this was the 
Son of God.” But to the disciples of the Lord these 
events spoke in a very different language. The cause 
of their blessed Master was their cause and it was 
God’s cause, and these super-natural demonstrations 
were evidences to them that God was not regarding 
the matter with indifference; and though through the 
veil of darkness they could not read his bright de­
signs, in these events there was to them a whisper of 
hope.

Three days later hope was revived by the news of 
His resurrection, confirmed to them by His appear­
ance in their midst, and again forty days later by his 
Ascension after his parting counsel and blessing and 
promised return and the instruction to tarry in Jeru­
salem for the promised Comforter, the Holy Spirit of 
adoption, not many days thence (at Pentecost). Then 
the peace of Christ, the Lord’s rich legacy, began to 
be realised, and the tarrying days of prayer and ex­
pectancy were days of abiding peace— peace which 
flowed as a river. But when, on the day of Pente­
cost, the prom ised Comforter came, the river of their 
peace found a deeper bed and their joy knew no 
bounds.

But not alone to the early Church was this legacy 
of peace bequeathed; it is the blessed inheritance of

+������ . � ��� �� ���������� %�������� . ��� �� ����  
���F� ������� ���� �������� ����� �� �� . ���������&� !��  
���� � � � � � � � � ��� ��� ���������� � � ��� � �� �� �� ��� ��  
������&�/  —  John 14. 27.

Thus, with abounding compassion and tenderness, 
did our Lord, on the last night of His earthly life, be­
stow upon His beloved disciples His parting blessing, 
His legacy of peace. It was the richest legacy He 
had to bequeath, and was one of priceless value. It 
was the promise of that tranquillity of soul, that rest 
and ease of mind, which He himself possessed — 
the peace of God. It was the same peace which the 
Father himself has always enjoyed, even in the midst 
of all the commotion which the permission of evil has 
brought about; but it was not derived from the same 
source. In Jehovah this peace was self-centred, be­
cause He realised in himself the omnipotence of 
power and wisdom; while the peace of Christ was 
centred, not in himself, but in God, by faith in his wis­
dom, power and grace. So also, if we would have 
“the peace of God,” the peace of Christ “my peace” 
— it must, like his, be centred in God by faith.

The peace of Christ was a priceless legacy; yet 
how quickly the storm-cloud of trouble, which was 
even then growing very dark, burst in its fury upon 
the heads of those disciples to whom the words were 
directly addressed. It followed almost immediately 
the gracious bequest, and struck consternation, be­
wilderment confusion, to their hearts and shook their 
faith from centre to circumference. Then, where was 
the peace? While the Lord was speaking the words 
the foul betrayer, Judas, was out on his murderous 
errand, then followed the agony in Gethsemane, and 
terror and consternation among the disciples as they 
began to realise the fate of their beloved Lord. Soon 
their almost breathless suspense deepened into more 
fearful fore-bodings as He stood alone before his 
merciless accusers and persecutors in the hall of 
Pilate and the Court of Herod, while they were pow­
erless to shield him; and then came the tragic end, 
the horror of the crucifixion.

Where was the promised peace under such cir­
cumstances —  when overcome with fear and dread, 
they all forsook him and fled; and when Peter, al­
though anxious to defend him, was so filled with fear 
that three times he denied his Lord and with cursing 
declared that he never knew him? Well, the peace 
had not yet come; for as the Apostle Paul tells us,
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������� ������ ��(� (����� ������� �5�2� �)����)��� � ������
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“In the world ye shall have tribulation, but in me�

ye shall have peace. ”
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��B�(6����8�(��������������*��/��� ��)�/4�����������)����
�����6�3�����*��/��3�'������� ��8�(�$�,����6���)��'��
$���*)�,����6�5��/��5�� ��.�� ,�(�� ��)��5��� ��� ���
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�������4� ���������� �� �� ������%���� �� � ��� �������� �
����. �,���� ����� . ������� ���� ��� ����%��&�/ � ;�������
�R�� �<��"����������)��/���� ��������)(�5��,�2�)���6�
3�/����� ��)���/��)����(��������������	�)����� ��8�(��
	��� ���'��'�� � ����)� ! ����)A�� ���)��5���?"�)�'��1
�����%����)6� ����5�)�(� ����� ����4��5��	���K�3�����
��.�� 4��5�� 	����L� $�� ��(� 3���� 5���� ���� %����)�
�)�,�����3�'�����'���(�$��4��5�$�����.����(�'��(1
����K�$����(����������,��������������� ��$���*�5�)K�
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)�*)��������.�� ��� ���� "�(� 	����,����5��� !���/��6�
��(����������� �����������9����������*�����������!���/��6�
���)� /����)���� 3���)�6� ��(� 9���� ���� ��*����6� ���)�2�
2��)������)6��*�4��� ��������'��������5����������'�����
����5�)�(K���,�������(��������'�����������),��

������'�.��.��/����������5��(�)����*������ ��*)�����
5��/�� ���� 3�/�,�� ��� ����3�����(� *�)�� � ����),���
/��)/��5�)���*�� “Lord, now lettest thou thy serv­
ant depart in peace, according to thy word, fo r �
mine eyes have seen thy salvation, which thou�
hast prepared before the face o f  all people.�L� 	���
��(�,�����(���.�(���)��'��������,��� ����)���A��')���1
����'��)2����/������(�2��� ����.�(���(�����,��6������
3)����*�)��(�����)�����!�//�3�������(�5����)��(�,�
��)�����9�5�6� ��(�>�,����(��������2����������(���)�
')�*��*���������������$����(����������3���(�)�������
����9�5����������*����(������)�����.�)����2���(�3����
32�����,��6���(�9�5�����,3����(�)��)�*)����������
/����)2��.������>�,�6�����')�������� ���,*�)����	����
�����(������(������)���(�/�.���5�)6���(�������2���,*�2�
����>�,���'���)���)�(�������9�)�����,������)/��9�(���
�������).���(���'���6���(���������'��(����B*�/��������
.�������D�������������5��5�����(�)�'�)(���)�������5�
� ��8�(������(�5)����(���������*�/��/���� ��$�)�(6�����
����(��(�,���6�)����'��.�)�����*��*���� ����)���6���(�
��(�,��)��(������/��(������(�.�������(��(��5��/��
(��')�/�(� ���� ��/�� ���2� *)�������(� � ��-�)���� ����
��5����������5�����)'�����K�������(���������5���),��
������)(A��!������6���(�5�����������5�)(�/��.�/�����
5��/�� ���������.�������*����������� ������,���5������
��3������2�'��(�(�32�����$��2��*�)���� ��8�(����4��5�
�����������������*)�,������(�3������������(K�8�(���(�
��(��(�.�����(�����*��*��K�����7�)������(�/�,��

	���5�)(�?���.�����L����.�)����R�����������������
� �������5�)(6�3������� �����)� ��),� � ������ �(0�/��.�6�
?�����5��/��3)��'�����.�����L��	�����*���'����� �������
���� �R� “all the ends o f the earth shall see the sal­
vation o f  our God”������������,����),�� ������5�)(K�
����)���)��/�����3����������/���������������/�������7�)����
�����������5���3)��'�6���(�����/��6��������.�����������
8�(�����*�����(���)�?5�����.�)�5���L�� ����������)��
��,���)�/��� ��,������5������/���)�26���(����/�����
5����3������(��/)�3��3������������.��������(�����7���(�
5���5��� ���3������ ,�(��,� � ������� ���.������ ��� “a�
light to lighten the Gentiles, and the glory o f  thy�
people Israel. ”� ;M�� ��<�� 	��� ����� ��)/�� � ��������)�1
,��(���� �B*)������� ��� ���2������5�������� )��������
����� ����5�)(� ?8�������L� �,3)�/��� ���� � ��,��4��(�
5��� �)�� ���� ��)�������6� ��(� ���/�� ���3����)��(�)�(6�
���������������,��2�,�(�,��)����������6�?�������L��?-

5��/�����4�(���)�����/�,��'�� ��!����������,�/������
��,��5�2��������*�����5��/����)������.��5�������(�
����,���)��B*�/�������� ������ ��/��(�-(.�����,��'�
7�)�������6� ��(�5���3���(� ����)��B*�/�������� �*���
����������,����� ��"�(�	����,����*)�*��/26���(�/�)1
�����/�)�����'�/���/��/���������()�5���)�,�������,���
D���������������4�5�������/����(�����)��'�������� ��
(�(�/���������8�(A����).�/����(����������� �������5��/��
/����(�,��2�� �����,����5���()�5������/����(�)�3���
�B������)�,�/����/��5��������5�)�(��)���(����,��	���
��/��4��5�����������������5�����)��'�2��,3��(�5����
������.��5��I �����?���(������/)����L���.����)�5��
��5���'����*����������/�I ��(�������'����,����5���
��.�)2�/�,,�����,�������)���6���(��������,*����3������
�(�����2���������5������,�������(������4�A���//����6�
������� ������)��������������������������,��� ������(��������
$�)�(� ���)�� 5��� ��� �'�(� ������� ��,�(� ��,����
5�����(�'����(� ��,����,����������/�,*)�,����'�
/)���/�� ������Q��'A��,��(�,�����)���	����,���,�2�
��.��3����������,����� ��,���� �����4�A���//�����

?I� waiting fo r  the consolation o f  Israel ”� ;.���
��<��	����5�)(�?/����������L���������,�����'�� ������
/�,��'����������(��� ����*�)�������(��'���//��)6�/�,1
��)�� �)� ���.������� ��� ��� )��(�)�(� ?/����������L� �)�
?/�,��)�L� ��� �3���� �5���2� �//������� ��� ����#�5�
	����,���6� ��/�� ��� -/��� &�� ��� “Barnabas, son o f �
consolation”,� $�3�� ��� �E� “We have strong conso­
la tio n �,־' >�,�� ���� &�� “That we by patience and�
comfort o f  the Scriptures might have hope; ”� ��
7�)�� ����� “The God o fa ll comfort”. “Parakletos”,�
����7�,��)��)6����9���� �&6�)���))��'��������/�,��'�� ��
����$��2��*�)��6�����)�,�������,��)������������/����B��
� ����4�A����))���.�������B*)������� ������(����(������
����������,����� ����)���A�������������*�6�����/�,��'����
����!�������/�Q��'(�,�5��/�������(��B������)�������
�������(���*�� ����������������(��������������.����*)�,1
�������-3)���,6� “in thy seed shall all the families�
o f the earth be blessed”,� ������'�� ��� ���� ���3�� �(1
,����(� ����� ��)���� ��� ���� %�)��� -(.���� ��(� ��)'��2�
��)'�����������5�(�)��B��������� ��8�(A��*�)*���������
��,����5��� ����5���(�(�3����.�6���(���56�32�����
���*�)������� �������*�)��6����4��5�������,����(�/�,��

������������4��2��������,����5�������*)����������5�����
���(��! �)2A������)��'�5������3�����)����(��$���������
�����(����3�� ��*)����6� ��(� ��� ��/�6����� �B*)�������?��
,������9�)�����,L����,�����,���������'�����������(���
�����������(�����/����*���������������	�,*����	��)�����
�����������/����������5�����*)�*���6���(�����������������
��)�*)������ ���3�� *)�*������ ��� ���,�� ,�)�� *)�3�3���
�������,����5��� ������� ����� � ��*)�*�����5����� ����
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It is of little consequence. If Luke did use the term 
“father” it was only because inevitably the common 
usage favoured this; obviously Joseph was the gen­
erally reputed father of Jesus, and only a very few 
could possibly have known of his virgin birth; Luke 
was, in any case, fully aware of that for he gives the 
best account. Joseph and Mary marvelled, not in the 
sense of astonishment as though they had not previ­
ously known of the Child’s destiny, but in awe and 
wonder as they listened to Simeon’s words and real­
ised the magnitude of this great thing.

Then Simeon turned to Mary with a personal word 
for her: “This child, ” he said, “is set fo r the fa ll 
and rising again o f  many in Israel. . . .  that the 
thoughts o f  many hearts may be revealed . . . .  
and a sword shall pierce thine own soul also. ” 
(vs. 34-35). How much did the saintly old man, so 
near the end of his earthly course, see into the events 
of the next forty years, and perceive the figure of 
Jesus among the people, preaching, exhorting, reprov­
ing; healing the sick, raising the dead, winning the 
love of the common people and incurring the enmity 
of the Scribes and Pharisees? How much did the 
Holy Spirit show him of the Crucifixion, the little knot 
of women at the foot of the Cross, the distraught 
figure of the mother of Jesus? Did he even see, in 
shadowy outline, the figures of the Twelve, preach­
ing to the dwellers in Jerusalem on the Day of 
Pentecost? How much of the future he did perceive 
we may not know, but that Simeon the just and de­
vout, the one who waited all his life for the consolation 
of Israel, was indeed in the line of the Hebrew proph­
ets, speaking and seeing as he was inspired by the 
Holy Spirit, we do know. Like John the Baptist thirty 
years later, he could truly say “I  saw, and bare 
record, that this is the Son o f  God. ”

light to lighten the nations.” “That was the true light 
cried John “which lighteth every man that cometh 
into the world. ” (John 1. 9.). God’s words cannot 
fail. Whether we understand the philosophy of the 
matter or not; whether we appreciate the Scriptural 
doctrine or not, whether we comprehend the Divine 
Plan for mankind or find his purpose dark and mys­
terious, it is true and gloriously true that every human 
creature that has ever been, or will ever be bom, will, 
at some time before the final decision is taken, be 
enlightened by that light and be brought to a full reali­
sation of the issue between good and evil. The fact 
that some may be impenitent and unregenerate to 
the end and wilfully refuse entry into life does not 
affect that. Not one single human soul will ever be 
able to say to God “I never had a fair chance”.

It was this vision which Simeon had. He saw the 
Kingdom of Messiah as Paradise in which the 
foreview of Isaiah would be fulfilled "Behold, the 
Lord God will come with a strong hand, and his 
arm (Christ) shall rule fo r  him; behold, his re­
ward is with him and his work before him. He 
shall fe e d  his f lo c k  like a shepherd; he shall 
gather the lambs with his arms and carry them in 
his bosom, and shall gently lead those that are 
with young. ” (Isa. 40. 10-11). In this Babe he saw 
the fbture King who was to fulfil Isaiah’s prophecy, 
and he rejoiced, knowing that God had now moved 
to deliver, not only his own people Israel, but all man­
kind, from the thralldom of sin and death. He was 
ready now to go to his own rest, confident that like 
Daniel of old, he would stand in his lot at the end of 
the days. (Dan. 12. 13).

“And Joseph and his mother marvelled at those 
things which were spoken o f  him. ” (V. 33). Most 
of the principal manuscripts have “his father” here 
but the A.V. follows the Alexandrian with “Joseph”.

eye, a simplicity׳ of purpose, a faithfulness to his en­
gagements, and a superiority to trial, that proves he 
must have some fountain o f peace and comfort and 
joy that we have not; we will go and hear what he 
hears, learn the lessons he has learned, and taste, if it 
be possible, the happiness which we see in his char­
acter.” Such a one becomes to mankind either the 
salt that silently keeps a society from corruption, or 
the light shining on the hilltop that illuminates the earth 
with a ray of the glory of heaven.

(Forest Gate Bible Monthly)

A Christian Church ought to be an exhibition of 
heaven upon earth —  a manifestation of Christ be­
low —  a witness for God in the midst of the world, 
so that the world looking at the Church may be able 
to say: “This is a specimen of that which is called the 
Gospel can do; this is a model of what the Christian 
teaching can achieve.” And so all with whom we 
come in to contact in our intercourse in life will say: 
“That man does not say much about his Christian 
beliefs when transacting his business, but there pre­
vails in all that he does an integrity, a singleness of
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D���� ������ ,��� /�,�� ��� ��.�(� ���2� ����(� ���
.�)2���)(�/��(����������(�(�5��3���)�����2�/���(�����)�
���������/�,*��2��-�2�,�'���/�,�������,K�����������
�'����,��6��������(�)(�� ����������� ��,��5�)����)��'6�
,�'��2�,��K�����)��5�)��,���� ��5��4����6����5��4�
���������//���������2���(����3�������3����(�������������
����(����� ����'����5�������� )����� ������3��(�� ��.�(�
(�(�����*)2����������)�*������.��K���,����(�3������3��6�
�����/��)�/��)�6�����)���'��3��6�3�����.�(�5���5���1
��'� ��� ���� 32'����� 3�� 32'����K� ���2� �5�� ��,*���
/��(�������5�)�����(�(�5�K����2����//�*����.�(����
2��)�(���.�)�)K�(��2���3����.�����/���(���.�)�2����)�,�
2��)��**)����)����(� ����N����2����//�*����.�(����
2��)����(�)K��)��2���5�����'���������5�0����5��)�.�)�
������(�N����5����/����2�����,�����'K�2���5�������(����
3�6������.�(���6�������/���6�����'���.��� ���5����/�,��
��(�)������/�)��� ����)�����-)��2���5�����'�������)������
���/���� �B*�)���/��N� 	����� /��(������� 5�)�� �/1
/�*��(�32� ��.�(@�� �����5�)�6� ��� ��� ���5�� 32�����)�
�B/��,�����6� +������ ���� ���� <� ���� ���� ��� ��� �
������ ����� ���� � � ������& �L

��)��'������-'��������5���5���(������5�������)(�
���(������)(�/��(����������(�(�5�K�$��*��/�������'��
��,������,��/�,����(�'�.������)�����)������������,����
����)�2����6���(�����)��/�,������)���.��'��*��������
��)'�)�*�)������ ������)���������*�)������ ��5�)�(�2���*��6�
*�����)��� ��(� ��,�K�2������� ��)(� �//�*���3����� $��
������������(�)(�� ����������� ��,����.��,��2���������
���3)��'6�5���������)����������2���.��������'�5���1
�.�)��9�����(��������*)2����������*���������� ����2�5���
5���(�3�/�,�� ���� (��/�*���� ��,�� ��.�� �*��������)�
��.������������).�/��� ������)�6�����)����.��3�����'��1
3�����(� �������6�3���������)(����2���2�6�?����*�������
��(�)�����3���(L��	��)���)��0�����5��/��(����������(�
(�5�P� ���2����//�*��9��������2��)���.���)K�(��2���
3����.��$��/���(���.�)�2��N����2����//�*����,� ���
2��)� ���(�)K� �)�� 2��� 5�����'� ��� �����5� ���� ��,3�
5�����)���.�)� $�� '����N� ���� (�5�� ��(� /����� ����
/���6���)����5����/����2�����,�����'�����5����,��������(1
��'���)���*�*���)��)������(�'���'��������,�?5�������
����7�,*6�3��)��'�����)�*)��/�L�

D����������,���/�,�������.�(����2�����)�(������
����)��2� ��5��B*�)���/���� "�(�����'�� *����(� �5�2�
��(���������'��3�/�,����5��-���(�(�����)����,�����2�
�������/�.��K����2���(�,��2��)������	��2���(�/�,�����
��.�(������/�*���)����6�3������2�����(��)�����)�'������)��
��� ���� /�.��� 	��)�� 5�)�� ,��� �)�,� �.�)2� �)�3�� ���
��)���6� .�)2��'� ��� ��3���� ��(� ��,*�)�,����� $�5

	���5�)(��� ��9�,���;���<� +6���,����%������ �� �
���������� ����� ���� ; ��� ������� ����� � � �� � � ����� �
������� ����� ����� ��� �� � � � � ������ � � ����� ,�����% �
������ ��� ��������%�������� ���%� ����� �� �� ��%?�/ �
�)��5����������)���(�32������������(��B*�)���/��������.�(�
��(� ���� ,��� ������� /�.�� � ��-(����,�� D���� ��.�(�
5��� ��)/�(� ��� ���.�� ����A�� /��)�� ��� 5���� ����� ����
5��(�)�������(�����(�����)'��7�.�����5��/�����(5�����
$�������'����)�(���/�,*��2�� ��,���5������)�(�����
�)�������(��B*�)���/������������/���6�����'���.�K�����)�
������2����)�(�5������,� ����'��)2�5�������3�/�,��
4��'�� 	����� �B*�)���/��� � ����.�(� 3��5���� ���� )�1
0�/�����32��������(�������,�����3�/�,��4��'������(�
��.���2��)�6���(�5����*�/��)�������*)������-'�6�(�)1
��'�5��/�� ��)���)(� ����3���� '����)��'� ������ �������
3��(6��������2��)�,������)�3���� ����)���6�3����)�,��.�)2�
4��()�(6����'�����(��������� 	������)��/����(�������1
��5���,���)��'��(����/�����B*�)���/�����5K�����)6�5����
$�� ���)�/�'����(�Q��'��.�)����� ����5�)�(6� ���2��)��
*)�,���(���*��/��5������,�

D���5�)������,��������()�5�������.�(6���(�5����
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����*�� 	��� )�/�)(� ��:� ? The men were very good�
unto us and we were not hurt, neither missed any­
thing as long as we were conversant with them.�
They were a wall unto us both by day and by�
night"�;�� ��,�� ���� ��+��<��D�������*���(�(��)�3����
��� *�2���������� ,��6�5��6� 3���)�����2�/�,�� ��(�)�
��.�(A���������/�6�)�33�(���(�*���(�)�(�5����.�)�
*����3���
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�)�(���'����)6����)���,����������,�(���� �����,�L�	���
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?�Where two or three in sweet accord,
Meet in Thy name, O blessed Lord,
Meet to recount Thine acts o f  grace,
O how Thy presence fills the place. ”
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��)�������*�)������ ������ ����7�)��������#����/���*��/4�
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D�� ��.�� ��,���)� �B*�)���/��6� ��)� ���� ��)(� ����
()�5�� ����*��*��� �)�,� �.�)2�4��'(�,6� ������� ��(�
���'����$��4��5������5���������(����)��/���5���(���(�
5�����,�)'����(�5��5����.��5�����'���)�,�(����)����
����(*�������	��)��5����3��(����)��/���� ���*�����6�3���
����(���)��� ����)����(�)���������5�� �����(�4��*�����
����2�� �������*�)����������3��(�� ��*��/���>�,�,3�)�
��)���)(A��*)�2�)K� ‘‘Father, I  pray that they whom�
thou hast given me may be one as we are one�
D��4��5��������)���.����)�������)(�5����3��,����)�(�
32� ��)� ��.�� ��)� ���� 3)���)��6� ��(� 5�� �)�� /����(� ���
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3)��'���3�/4�32����� �*���� ��������.��5����� ���(� ���
7�����6�7���3�5��� �3��� ���?������ ����*��*���3���)��
!����L� ;#�,�� ���� �R<� ��(� ���� ��/)��� � ��7���3A��
*�5�)� ��� '�.��� ���#�,�� �&�� �&:� “But my servant�
Caleb, because he has another spirit with him,�
and hath followed me fu lly ”.� $����(������*�)��6� ����
� ����)���6� 3��� � ��*��/�6� ��(� ���� ��/)��� � ������ ')����
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Col. 4 records a number of faithful saints who have 
found a place on the honours list; verse 12 mentions 
Epaphras, an invalid who laboured ‘ fervently for  
you in prayer". Rom. 16. 3 mentions “Priscilla 
and Aquila, who have laid down their own necks 
fo r  my sake among others mentioned in this chap­
ter is ‘‘Rufus, and his mother and mine Rufus’ 
mother had apparently a very warm place in the 
Apostle’s heart, in thus referring to her as his own 
mother. Afterwards, this honours list will be published 
to the world. They will learn that “such and such a 
one is born in Zion, and the Highest himself has es­
tablished them”. Just at the foot of the honours list 
there are yet some vacant places. Will our names be 
there? Are we following in his Adullam footsteps? If 
we are, the Lord will certainly record our names, 
“Fear not, little flock, for it is your Father’s good pleas­
ure to give you the kingdom”. The matter rests with 
ourselves. We are exhorted to give all diligence to 
make our calling and election sure, remembering that 
God hath chosen the poor of this world, rich in faith, 
and heirs of the Kingdom which He hath promised 
to them that love him.

ers is given in 1 Chron. 11.3. David is now anointed 
king over Israel. No longer an outcast with but six 
hundred men, thousands flock to his side. It is popu­
lar to be one of David’s followers (1 Chron. 12. 23 
and 40). What now becomes of the faithful six hun­
dred? Are they forgotten now that David has so 
many? No, the time has come for them to be spe­
cially remembered. They shared in David’s trials; they 
are to share in his honour. 1 Chron. 11 from verse 11, 
and chapter 12,1-24, tell of his faithful Adullam band. 
We know that we are about to enter the greatest 
change the world has ever experienced; soon it is to 
become popular to be on the Lord’s side. All will 
then want to give themselves in full consecration, but 
only those who have shared with Jesus in his Adullam 
experiences will have a place on the honours list of 
the Kingdom. “No cross, no crown” (Matt. 19. 28- 
29). The honours list is already partially written, and 
it is interesting to see the names written there, and 
the great deeds that have won them distinction. There 
is Stephen, a man full of faith and the Holy Spirit. 
When his persecutors came against him he said “I  
see Jesus standing on the right hand o f  G od”, 
and prayed ‘‘Lord, lay not this sin to their charge

serve us well if it causes us to turn our thoughts more 
definitely to the essential basis of our faith and the 
whole purpose of our life in Christ.

In the year now closing we have made mistakes. 
Let us admit the fact. We have come short of the 
standard set before us and in many ways we have 
failed to glorify our Father in Heaven as we ought to 
have glorified him. The least we can do is be honest 
about it and admit that we have been unprofitable 
servants. Yet there have been victories. There has 
been a sanctifying power operating within us; the 
Holy Spirit has been at work. In some respects at 
least we have overcome. The care of the Good Shep­
herd is still ours and if in the depths of our hearts we 
sincerely desire to be his disciples then the year about 
to dawn will assuredly witness continued progress 
toward the heavenly Kingdom. The Old Year, with 
its record of failures and victories, is past, like the 
page of a book that has been turned. The New Year, 
with its possibilities and potentialities, for good or for 
ill, for declension earthward or ascension heaven­
ward, is before us. We are a spectacle to men and to 
angels; all creation is watching us. How can we fail

The Old year is dying, and the New, with all its 
hidden secrets, is at the doors. Although the festive 
season which marks the end of each year is gener­
ally thought to be three months removed from the 
true date of our Saviour’s birth in Bethlehem, there is 
yet a singular appropriateness in the fact that the 
angel’s message and the story of the coming of the 
Light and the hope of the world should dwell spe­
cially upon the mind at the ending of the old year, 
with all that it has seen, and the coming of the new 
with its problems as yet unsolved, its difficulties as 
yet unfaced, but also —  and let us not forget this —  
its victories yet to be won.

From time immemorial men have burned the Yule 
log and set up the fresh young fir tree —  the Christ­
mas tree so familiar to us —  in commemoration of 
this perennial renewing o f Nature’s cycle. What 
matter that these observances had a pagan origin, 
that the legendary death and resurrection of old-time 
idolatrous deities was symbolised by these things? 
Do not we as Christians hold to the self same belief, 
stripped of much of its crude materialism? Was it not 
Christ that died, yea, even that is risen again, and 
now sitteth on the right hand of God to intercede for 
us? If Christmas has no other lesson for us, it will
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passed the prime of life and whose physical powers 
are failing. Such a time must come to all of us and it 
cannot be avoided. But there is no reason why the 
spirit should fail too.

This word comes reproof and chiding to all who 
have used advancing age as excuse to lose interest 
in the work of God in this Age. It is an unhappy spec­
tacle, and one that is all too common, that of one who 
has laboured mightily, spending and being spent, in 
the service of his Master, maybe from early youth, 
through the twenties and thirties and forties and fif­
ties, and then lost heart. The apparent failure of fond 
expectations, the disappointments and disillusionments 
that the Christian life is bound to bring, instead of 
performing their intended work of making mature 
and mellow the Christian character, have been al­
lowed to make virtual shipwreck of faith. For it is no 
good claiming that faith is retained if the works of 
faith have been relinquished. It is no good saying we 
still look for and expect the Kingdom if we no longer 
evince any outward sign of concern for its interests. 
Our consecration is unto death, and although it may 
be true that our outward man perish, yet it is equally 
true that our inward man is being renewed day by 
day, if so be that we are still faithful to our covenant.

There is another and more subtle delusion abroad 
also. It appeals especially to the elderly. It is the feel­
ing that “the end” is so near and loss of faith in the 
world so general that the Lord would no longer have 
his faithful ones preach the Gospel to those who have 
not yet heard it but rather devote their remaining time 
and energies exclusively to their own calling and elec­
tion and that of their consecrated brethren. It is not 
well to condemn such conclusion too hastily; it is a 
natural reaction to the rebuffs and failures and ap­
parent lack of success of many long years’ active 
preaching and witnessing. But the attitude must be 
deprecated nevertheless. It is not a healthy one. It 
breeds egotism and self-righteousness and tends to­
wards an exclusiveness and narrow-mindedness that 
is the very reverse of what the mature and mellow 
Christian should manifest. There was no such thought 
in the mind of the Psalmist when he wrote these 
words. He did not say, “Now also when I am old and 
greyheaded, O God, forsake me not while I abide in 
splendid isolation before thee, proclaiming no more 
thy glory to this generation and utterly ignoring every 
one that is to come”. Far from it. Con the words 
once m ore. “� � � � � ��� � � � �� � . � �%� � �� � � � �

+"� ;���� ����� ����� �������%�����% � %��������  
������������� �� ��. ����������������������� ���,�&  
��������� �����. ��%��������������������� "�!����  
�����,�� %�� ���4� ������ . ��� �� ������� ���� ��������  
����� ����� ������������ ����������� ��� ��� � ���� ���  
�������� ���� �% �/  (Psa. 71. 17-18).

There is a ring of mature faith in those stirring words, 
the mellow confidence of one who gave his heart to 
the Lord in the golden days of youth and now in the 
quietude of old age realises that his faith was not 
misplaced. The One Who gave him work to do in 
those early days of youthful zeal and enthusiasm has 
work yet for him to do. Even in old age he may still 
shew forth the strength of God’s righteousness to a 
new generation that the work of God may continue. 
Even while the shadows of death close around him 
he may still, with last expiring breath, tell of God’s 
power and glory to those who are as yet babes in 
Christ. There is inspiration and encouragement here 
for those today —  and there are many such —  who 
look around on depleted numbers and a diminishing 
fellowship in which the tale of years is many and the 
signs of youthfulness almost absent. There is more 
than inspiration and encouragement, too, there is a 
call to action and service, a reminder that the labours 
of the consecrated do not finish short of death, that 
at all times during our sojourn this side the Vail we 
are capable of some service for our Lord and King, 
some means of declaring his strength to this genera­
tion and his power to that which is to come.

The Psalmist here admits physical weakness but 
refuses to admit any ageing of the spirit. As a young 
man and in the heyday of middle age he rejoiced to 
declare God’s wondrous works. That was to him the 
breath of life and without the joy of service life would 
not be worth living. The whole object and end o f his 
existence was to give praise and honour to God in 
the sight of all people, to witness to the wonder of his 
Plan and the grandeur of his Promise to all who would 
listen. It needs physical vitality as wel 1 as mental alert­
ness to do that; one cannot endure the heat and burden 
of Christian witness in the outward sense without a 
goodly measure of physical strength. Those not so 
favoured can and do serve in quieter ways, in the 
ministry of prayer, the ministry of comfort, the minis­
try of healing, and so on, but the active work of 
prosecuting the Gospel requires the ability to be ac­
tive in the physical sense. And that is an attribute of 
the young; it cannot be expected of those who have
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at the comer of the Temple was named after his old 
friend —  Antony. He managed the copper mines in 
Cyprus for Rome. He patronised the Olympic games 
and prompted the building of pagan temples in the 
land of Israel, all of which did nothing for his reputa­
tion with the Jews.

His second marriage was to Mariamne of the 
Hasmonaean dynasty whose patriotic exploits gave 
the post-exilic Jews much freedom. Descendants of 
the Maccabees were dear to Jewish hearts. This 
union should have brought Herod some favour with 
the Jews but family intrigue mined the partnership. 
In fear and jealousy, Herod had his Jewish wife and 
two of her sons slain as well as others in the royal 
household. As he grew old he lost his mental facul­
ties and his favour with Rome. The awful massacre 
at Bethlehem was tragically characteristic of a man 
who is remembered more for the evil which he did 
than for anything which might have been considered 
good. He died according to most writers in 4 BC, 
unmoumed and with Palestine ‘seething with politi­
cal discontent’ or as Josephus puts it “in myriads of 
troubles”.

Growing up in the royal court of Herod was a young 
man call Maneon. What shaped his character as a 
foster brother of the Herods? He was to be a leader 
of the church at Antioch in the days of Paul and 
Barnabas. So each plays his part in the plan of the 
Almighty God of the Universe. The Caesars and the 
Governors and the Kings; each doing as he pleased; 
each doing what he believes is right for himself or his 
family or for those over whom he rules; but in the 
end all under the sovereign rule of Almighty God. So 
it was for Herod, this man in whose territory the Sav­
iour of the world was born. To his palace the Magi 
from the east came to enquire about a new king of 
the Jews. Such an idea was like the proverbial red 
rag to an already raging bull. He was bound to react 
badly. Yet he was like all of us, the product of the 
environment into which was bom. Is there to be no 
redemption for such? Many political figures have done 
just as badly but have been placed upon pedestals of 
fame. There are those, even in these closing days of 
the twentieth century who would tell us that ‘Her­
od’s soul went to hell’. The child he tried to kill was to 
be his Saviour, Jesus bom in Bethlehem, and He died for 
everyone in the world, including Herod. He will be 
among those who inherit the promise of Jesus when

Herod, King of Judea, has gone down in history as 
something of a monster because of the command to 
his soldiers to kill all the young children of two years 
and under, in Bethlehem at the time when Joseph 
and Mary were there, after Jesus had been bom. 
The word ‘great’ attached to any name does not 
always signify that the person or place is great in 
every respect. So to discover why Herod was called 
‘the Great’ we must look at the kind of person he 
was through more than seventy years. No one can 
rightly be judged on one action alone, even if it was 
one of his last public acts.

He had a very large family, marrying about ten 
times and producing 14 sons and daughters. It is not 
difficult to get the many descendants mixed up, es­
pecially when they shared names. Herod was an 
unusually astute political figure who maintained the 
status quo during Roman rule in a remarkable way. 
He was certainly great in his building exploits and 
would very much liked to have won popularity with 
the Jews by one of his greatest achievements in the 
building the Temple in Jerusalem. It was still unfin­
ished when he died.

Herod was born about 73BC, son of Antipater, an 
Idumaean (Edomite), who married a lady of noble 
birth from Petra in the Nabatean kingdom. Antipater, 
like those in the family who were to follow him, was 
a successful politician. Julius Caesar made him procu­
rator of Judea in 63 BC. From the age of ten Herod 
was brought up in Petra and was a lifelong friend of 
Mark Antony. He succeeded his father as governor 
of Judea and was eventually successful in subduing 
the Parthians in their invasion of Palestine. Gradually 
he became ruler of the whole area including parts of 
Jordan and Lebanon. In spite of his continued sup­
port of Antony against Octavius, when the latter 
became Caesar Augustus, Herod became King of 
Judea. He was brilliant in manipulating any political 
situation to his advantage.

Herod did all he could to give the Jews religious 
freedom. He actually practised the Jewish faith. 
However, the Jews never forgot his Edomite ances­
try and nothing he could do would change their 
antagonism. He represented the Roman conqueror, 
the pagan overlord whose presence in their land they 
bitterly resented. Herod built fine cities like Sebaste 
(Samaria), the great port of Caesarea Philippi and 
towns in other parts of the Roman Empire. His tower
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he said “ . . . .  all who are in their graves shall 
hear his voice. . . The background of the Roman 
world will have vanished; so too will the ruler of this 
world. The tendency to sin will be reduced and those 
who will, shall be educated in love. The daughters of 
Bethlehem will have an opportunity to forgive. All 
will have seen the consequences of sin. What of the 
family which survived Herod the Great. Flow did 
they affect Jesus and the Church which continued 
his work. Which Herod was which?

Reflections on 
1 Peter 4. 10

FAITHFUL DISPENSERS

but of power, love and self control. Thoughts such as 
“I daren’t”, “I can’t”, “I won’t” were forbidden to 
him. Paul might have urged him, in a modem phrase, 
”!Go for it‘־

To reach out toward God-given tasks is equally an 
Old Testament exhortation. The text comes to mind, 
“What your hand finds to do, do it with all your 
might ” (Eccl. 9. 10). But the Ecclesiastes context is 
different —  Solomon is saying, “Life is short, so en­
joy yourself!” We on the other hand are looking for 
God’s gift of life beyond the grave. Yet there is still 
an urgency, for Peter says, “The end of all things is 
at hand.” For each person that end may be only a 
heartbeat away. We had a neighbour who filled each 
day with helping at a stroke club, visiting the sick, 
running a choir, encouraging her neighbours and 
Christian friends, praying with compassion and un­
derstanding __ she seemed indestructible. She died
while leading a church service— the theme, ‘Enter­
ing the promised land”. She had done with all her 
might the things her hands found to do.

That term ‘might’ makes a revealing word study, 
using an AV concordance. The commandment of 
Deut. 6. 5 is to love God with all your might. King 
David, bringing the Ark of the Covenant to Jerusa­
lem expressed his worship in dancing with all his 
might (2 Sam. 6. 14). If you feel weak, to those 
without might God increases strength (Is. 40. 29). 
But God’s word to Zerubbabel, rebuilding the tem­
ple, was not by m ight. . . .  but by my spirit. Eph. 3. 
16 speaks of being strengthened with might by his 
Spirit in the inner man . . . .  might which results in 
endurance, and patience, with joy (Col. 1. 11). Like 
Timothy, the Ephesian Christians were urged to be 
strong, ‘strong in the Lord and the strength of His

G. Chilvers

“As each has received a gift, employ it fo r  one 
another, as good stewards o f  God's varied grace ” 
(1 Peter 4. 10RSV.)

God expresses his kindness to us: we express it to 
others. This thought underlies our text. Different 
translations illuminate it. For example, a modem para­
phrase [The Message] stresses the idea of being 
‘generous with the different things God gave you’. 
The GNB draws attention to the ‘special gift ’ each 
one has received from God, and we should be ‘good 
managers ’ of these different gifts. The RSV has 
‘goodstewards J B Phillips puts the matter, “Serve 
one another with the particular gifts God has given 
each of you, as faithful dispensers of the wonder­
fully varied grace of God.”

One expression o f this grace is in spiritual gifts —  
‘God’s endowments upon believers by the operation 
of the Holy Spirit in the churches’ [Vine]. We are 
not thinking here of being ‘gifted’, though a naturally 
gifted person can also be a gifted Christian. Nor are 
we equating the ‘charisma’ or gift being charismatic 
in the contemporary sense. God’s gifts to the church 
are wide, encompassing helping those in distress, lead­
ership, contributing to need, stimulating faith, teaching, 
administration, speaking God’s message (Rom. 12. 
7-8) -  gifts used through the centuries -  as well as 
the gifts of 1 Cor. 12. 4-7 which ‘charismatic’ fel­
lowships particularly value. The point is to use the 
gift we have, for “to each is given the manifesta­
tion o f  the Spirit fo r  the common good” (Rom. 
12. 7): “having gifts that differ, let us use them ” (1 
Cor. 12.6).

Timothy was told not to neglect the gift he had, but 
to serve in reading, teaching and preaching. He was 
told later to rekindle his gift, in a spirit not of timidity,
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growing by the input of each limb or organ. Individu­
ally we may feel as insignificant as a useless little 
finger, but along with the other fingers we are part of 
a hand. O f two hands.

When Peter in 1 Peter 4. 10 told us to dispense 
God’s gift, it was part of his wider instructions. He 
says, “the end of all things is at hand.” To this we 
might respond by living loose of earthly things, since 
we do not know what tomorrow may bring, either 
for ourselves or for the world. We know only that 
God has His objective in view, his ‘telos’. But ‘living 
loose’ is not Peter’s thought— he urges us rather to 
be ever more firmly bound in to the Christian com­
munity. First, be properly prayerful: sane and sober 
for our prayers, self-controlled and alert in prayer; 
calm, wideawake for prayer [to draw from the dif­
ferent translations]. Second, to have unfailing love 
for one another: real, deep love; earnest love, intense 
love. This love draws a curtain over many a sin. Third, 
to give hospitality without grudging or complaining. 
Fourth, to be faithful dispensers of all that God has 
given us. Fifth, if speaking, to speak as from God: or 
of serving, to serve in God’s strength. The result should 
be that God is praised and Jesus is honoured. After 
all, God’s glory and power will go on for ever, not 
limited to our transitory lives.

In the light of this teaching, and the experience of 
fellow-Christians over the centuries, we may feel we 
wantto consider how our own ‘dispensary’ is doing. 
Are we faithful to the Doctor’s instructions? Are we 
there when others need us? Do we know the value 
of what we are passing on? Have we a full store of 
good things to be distributed? And we are not there 
just to make a profit for the drug companies, or a 
living wage for ourselves. In our dispensary we serve 
people with unselfish love, and faithfully.

Books referred to:

The Message Peterson Navpress
Expository Dictionary Vine Oliphants
The Upper Room (daily readings) Foundry

Press
Genius and Grace Davies Hodder &

Stoughton
George Muller: Delighted 
in God Steer STL
The Barnabas Factor Wood IW
Ring of Truth Phillips Hodder &

Stoughton
Finding God in the Fast Lane Huggett Eagle

me. The people fo r  whom I  had made this trans­
lation began to see, and sometimes saw quite 
suddenly, the relevance o f  these Letters to life. 
The removal o f  the old varnish allowed the truth 
to reach them in a way it had not reached them 
before. The second effect was upon me, the trans­
lator. 1fo u n d . . . .  that once one gets to grips with 
the actual stuff o f  the New Testament, its vitality 
is astonishing. I  fo u n d  m yself provoked, chal­
lenged, stimulated, com forted and generally  
convicted o f  my previous shallow knowledge o f  
Holy Scripture. The centuries seemed to melt away 
and here I  was confronted by eternal truths which 
my soul, however reluctantly, fe lt bound to ac­
cept. The fu rther I  went on with my work o f  
translation the more this conviction o f  spiritual 
truth grew within me. ”

Joyce Huggett has gained a reputation for her books 
on prayer. A recent one is ‘Finding God in the Fast 
Lane’. On the analogy of driving on a dual carriage­
way, it might seem that to experience God’s love 
through prayer it would be necessary to stop for a 
quiet moment in a ‘lay-by’, where the pressures of 
life are off. But this may not be practical —  life does 
not stop and its duties disappear, we may have to 
keep on in the ‘fast lane’ with its hassles and ten­
sions. Can we find God there? To find an answer, 
Joyce Huggett draws on the experience of Brother 
Lawrence, a much hassled kitchen worker in a mon­
astery of three hundred years ago, and noted for his 
serenity. He wrote, "The time o f  busyness does 
not differ with me from  the time o f  prayer: and in 
the noise and clatter o f  my kitchen, while several 
persons are at the same time calling fo r  different 
things, I  possess God in as great tranquillity as i f  
I  were on my knees. ” To practise God’s presence 
for him meant being attentive to the fact that, as 
Acts 17. 27-8 has it, “God is never fa r  from any o f  
us. In him we live and move and have our be­
ing. ” It is indeed possible to be aware of and in tune 
with his loving presence.

So Joyce Huggett in her book is being a good man­
ager not only of her own gift of communicating: she 
dispenses too the gift of a man from a different era 
and a different culture. For dispensers are part of a 
team. They did not create the medicines or manu­
facture them or transport them or prescribe them. 
They work together to make them available. It is the 
same with God’s wonderfully varied grace. To use 
Paul’s analogy we are collectively Christ’s body,
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A study in 
Job 32 -  37

THE WISDOM OF ELIHU
3. “ I have found a Ransom ”

A. O. Hudson

projected into personality which could become the 
manifestation of God to men so that at last John could 
say “and the Word was made flesh , and dwelt 
amongst us, and we beheld his glory, the glory as 
o f an only begotten o f the Father . . . ” (John 1.
14). That is the final revelation of something it was 
first given to Elihu dimly to perceive when he spoke 
of the One whom God had provided to deliver man 
from death and show him the way back to the light 
of God.

Elihu is concerned throughout this part of his dis­
course, occupying the remainder of chapter 33, with 
a single theme which revolves around four words in 
two couplets, the soul and the grave; life and death. 
Five times (verses 18,20,24,28 & 30) is the theme 
repeated. The soul goes into corruption, the grave, 
and is lost; the life swallowed up in death. The Di­
vine mediator appears, to undo the work of evil, and 
behold, for “whosoever w ill” (Rev. 22. 17) —  and 
this is important; the deliverance is only for those 
who will avail themselves of it on the Divine terms 
—  for “whosoever will” the soul comes back again 
from the grave and death is swallowed up in life. 
Both the principles underlying deliverance and the 
process by which deliverance is achieved are already 
set out here, and it is to these principles and this proc­
ess that we have now to address ourselves.

“For God speaketh once, yea twice, yet man 
perceiveth (regardeth) it not, in a dream, in a vi­
sion o f  the night, when deep sleep falleth upon 
men, in slumberings upon the bed; then he openeth 
the ears o f  men, and sealeth their instructions, 
that he may withdraw man from  his purpose, and 
hide pride from man ” (33. 14-17). Right at the out­
set Elihu refutes the oft-heard accusation that God 
does not care, that He is indifferent to the woes and 
weaknesses of fallen man. God does care, and God 
is and always has been ready to respond to the slight­
est opening any of his creatures may offer for the 
ingress of his words and power. Elihu knew that all 
too often such overtures are rejected “Godspeaketh 
once, yea twice . . .  ” In the Hebrew this is not 
limited to one repetition and no more. The words lit­
erally are “God speaketh, one, tw o . . . . . ” as though 
He speaks with a kind of constant repetition, stroke 
upon stroke, word upon word, “precept upon pre­
cept, line upon line, here a little and there a little ”

With verse 14 of chapter 33 Elihu plunges into the 
essence of all Divine revelation, the process by means 
of which God will restore the willing of all mankind to 
himself, exact the penalty of sin upon those who will 
not accept him, and eliminate the power and effects 
of evil from his creation. That process has as its cen­
tre and essential basis the earthly life, the sacrificial 
death, and the mediatorial work of our Lord and Sav­
iour Jesus Christ. Such themes could not be plainly 
defined in concrete terms by Elihu for he lived at far 
too early a time and the men of his age were by no 
means ready to understand the story of a suffering 
Messiah. There was a great deal of history to be 
enacted before the “fullness of time” could be suffi­
ciently complete to allow God to “send forth his Son”. 
But everything was there in principle in the Spirit filled 
mind of Elihu. God, who had devised the whole 
scheme from before the foundation of the world, 
spoke here by his Spirit, through this man, of the things 
He intended one day to do. Let the critics scoff as 
they may, let the “modem scholar” talk learnedly of 
“primitive ideas of resurrection”, the grand tmth re­
mains that here in the 33rd chapter of Job we have 
the first detailed definition of the Divine purpose for 
the reclamation of man from sin and death, and the 
fact that this reclamation is to be brought about by 
God himself providing a redeemer and a teacher to 
lead men back to him. In the light of Christian knowl­
edge not possible to be understood until the Apostles 
had left their inspired legacies on record for later 
generations there can be no doubt as to the meaning 
of this marvellous passage.

The whole theme of Elihu in this chapter is the 
Wisdom of God, wisdom which inspired such a won­
derful way of dealing with the evil in man and wisdom 
which is personified in One who would come from 
God, an earthly manifestation of God, having all the 
authority of God, to show men what God is and can 
be. This idea of Divine wisdom personified took firm 
root in Israel and the first nine chapters of the Book 
of Proverbs show just how firmly it did take root. 
“Behold , wisdom calleth, and understanding  
sendeth forth her voice . . . unto you, O men, I  
call, and my voice goeth forth to the sons o f men ” 
(Prov. 8. 1-4). Wisdom personified developed into 
the later doctrine of the Logos, the Word of God, the 
mind, the thoughts, the words, the revelation of God
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goes forth that man is to be bought back from the 
power of the grave and is not to lie in corruption, 
because God has found or provided an atonement, a 
ransom for his condemned life.

Now this matter of being ransomed from the power 
of the grave is not just merely a figure of speech or 
an item of academic theology; it is a very real literal 
thing. Jesus himself said very plainly “The hour is 
coming when the dead shall hear the voice o f the 
Son o f God; and they that hear shall live . . .  the 
hour is coming, in the which all that are in the 
graves shall hear his voice, and shall come forth 
. . . . . . ” (John 5. 25-29). “Thy brother shall rise
again’’ He said to the sorrowing Martha “I  know 
that he shall rise again in the resurrection at the 
last day” she replied. Jesus supplied the essential 
link. “I  am the resurrection and the life; he that 
believeth in me, though he were dead, yet shall 
he live; and whosoever liveth and believeth in me 
shall never die. ” (John 11. 23-26). Here is basis for 
confidence that in the outworking of the Divine pur­
pose men will come back from the grave to face the 
challenge of Christ. They will find that all their ignor­
ing of God and all their flouting of his laws will have 
availed them nothing; they will be brought face to 
face with the Mediator and have the issues of life 
and death placed squarely before them, and there 
will be no more evading those issues. It is the pur­
pose of Elihu now to lay down the principles which 
will obtain when men thus face the Mediator who 
has come to them, the principles and the choice which 
determine the eternal destiny of every man. For none 
may escape the crisis of eternal judgment.

This next part of the discourse reminds one irre­
sistibly of the Lord’s words to Israel “7 have no 
pleasure in the death o f  the wicked; but that the 
wicked turn from his way, and live. Turn ye, turn 
ye from  your evil ways; fo r  why will ye die, O 
house o f Israel? ” (Ezek. 33. 11). The Divine atti­
tude revealed through Elihu is precisely the same. 
“He looketh upon men, and i f  any say, I  have 
sinned, and perverted that which is right, and it 
prqfiteth me not; he will deliver his soul from go­
ing into the pit, and his life shall see the light” 
(33.27,28). Here is the basic principle; the messen­
ger appears with the message, the ransom is provided 
and given, the Mediator is ready to fulfil the func­
tions of his office, and there and then if the man 
repents and admits his realisation o f the scriptural 
truth that “righteousness exalteth a nation, but

with pain, sinking slowly into that which eventually 
comes to all men. Soul and life together share in this 
descent and in its end. When the breath leaves the 
body and the slow processes of Nature begin to re­
solve that inanimate frame into its constituent atoms, 
there is nothing left, only in the spirit of life held in the 
infinite power of God, waiting until it shall be clothed 
again with its resurrection body in God’s own due 
time. But first of all, says Elihu, before that resurrec­
tion can take place, the Redeemer must come and it 
is to that aspect of the Divine purpose that he next 
addresses himself.

“I f  there be a messenger with him, an inter­
preter, (ambassador or mediator) one among a 
thousand, to show unto man his uprightness; then 
he is gracious unto him and sayeth, Deliver him 
from going down into the pit; I  have found a ran­
som ” (33.23,24). The messenger is God’s messenger, 
his representative and spokesman, to declare God’s 
uprightness to man. But more than that, He is also a 
mediator. This word “lots”, here translated “inter­
preter”, is one that really refers to the treatment of a 
foreigner, an alien, an enemy, and can be equally well 
rendered ambassador, teacher, mediator, according 
to the sense of the context. (See 2 Chron. 32. 31 
where it is rendered “ambassador” and Isa. 43.27 
were it is “teacher”). Now in this particular passage 
the setting is that of man sunken in sin and reconciled 
to God; the promise is that God will be reconciled 
and man see His face with joy (verse 26). The obvi­
ous sense of the word here is “mediator” . The 
messenger comes to declare the righteousness of 
God and to be a mediator between God and man in 
the process of reconciliation. That is exactly what 
St. Paul declares of Christ. “There is one . . . me­
diator between God and man, the man Christ 
Jesus, who gave himself a ransom fo r  a ll”{ 1 Tim. 
2.5.6). ThatNew Testament word is the exact coun­
terpart of this Old Testament vision; Elihu and Paul 
are in complete harmony, seeing the same thing. In 
this is the grace of God manifest, when he says that 
man shall be delivered from going down into the pit 
because He has found a ransom. “Deliver” here has 
the meaning of buying a man out of bondage, of re­
deeming or ransoming for a price. “Ransom” is 
“kopher ”, primarily a covering, from which the 
word “atonement” in the Levitical sacrificial ritual 
comes; in fact Leeser uses “atonement” instead of 
“ransom” in this very passage. So the Divine decree
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return to the days o f  his youth. He shall pray unto 
God, and he will be favourable unto him; and he 
will see his face with joy: fo r  he will render unto 
man his righteousness" (33. 25-26). This is obvi­
ously a promise of the future. After all the affliction 
and disease and wasting of physique, culminating in 
death, the grave, the flesh returning “to dust as it 
was”, the effect of the Redeemer’s work and the 
Teacher’s work is a complete restoration to youthful 
health and vigour, in a new environment. The old back­
ground of sin has gone; the man now beholds the 
face of God, he dwells as it were before Him, and he 
finds that instead of being the slave of sin he has 
become a freeman in righteousness. This is the time 
of which Isaiah speaks when he says that “the eyes 
o f the blind shall be opened and the ears o f  the 
deaf be unstopped, the lame man leap as an hart 
and the tongue o f  the dumb sing, ” for, says he, 
"the ransomed o f the Lord shall return, and come 
to Zion with songs o f  everlasting jo y  on their 
heads; they shall obtain jo y  and gladness, and 
sorrow and sighing shall flee away". (Isa. 35. 5- 
10). This is the time when “the dwelling-place o f  
God is with men, and God shall wipe away all 
tears from their eyes; and there shall be no more 
death, neither sorrow nor crying, neither shall 
there be any more pain, fo r  the former things are 
passed away" (Rev. 21. 3. 4). The whole tenor of 
Scripture, from Elihu to John, is definite on the reality 
of this coming glorious Age of Christ’s Mediatorial 
reign when, in the words of the old Methodist hymn, 
repeated from Scripture, "the glory o f  God shall 
cover the earth as the waters cover the sea”.

"Lo, all these things worketh God often-times 
with man, to bring back his soul from the pit, to 
be enlightened with the light o f  the living ” (33. 
29, 30). Says Moffatt in his translation ‘‘Now God 
does this over and over again, twice, thrice, for  
men, to bring them back from death into the sun­
shine o f  life ”. This isthe crystallisation ofthe Divine 
purpose. God repeatedly brings to bear all the weap­
ons in his armoury with which to break down the 
pride and hardness of man and show him what is the 
exceeeding sinfulness of sin. It does not do to over­
simplify this passage and look upon it as meaning no 
more than the everyday repetition of mundane disas­
ters which may eventual ly bring a man to repentance 
in this life. These two verses are the climax to Elihu’s 
whole argument; they cap and terminate what has 
gone before. He finishes this particular subject

sin is a reproach to any people” (Prov. 14. 34), 
God will receive him. This is very reminiscent of the 
parable ofthe prodigal son. There, too, the erring one 
came to himself, realising his true position, and arose, 
and returned to his father, and his father received 
him. It cannot be too strongly stressed that the old 
mediaeval idea of God as a kind of grim ogre intent 
only on casting into hell all but a few saintly ones 
who somehow manage to live lives of sufficient pi­
ety to scrape into heaven is utterly and hopelessly 
wrong. God made men for life, and not for death; for 
felicity, not for misery; recipients of his benevolence, 
not objects of his punishment. True, He cannot and 
will not condone or tolerate sin or permit the perpe­
tration of evil. After all, sin is intrinsically the 
trangression of those laws and principles which God 
has established for the orderly and harmonious con­
duct of his creation. No man can violate those laws 
without marring some aspect of that creation or caus­
ing harm or unhappiness to one or more of its 
inhabitants. It is obvious that the gift of conscious 
life, on whatever plane of being, has to be contingent 
upon willing and active harmony with those laws; it 
ought to be equally obvious that the logical conse­
quence of wilfiil and deliberate failure to keep those 
laws is the withdrawal of that life of which the re­
cipient refuses to make the intended use. So death, 
that final death which is the ultimate penalty of sin, is 
simply that withdrawal of life, a return to the condi­
tion obtaining before the individual existed. That dark 
climax can only come after God has, as it were, ex­
hausted all his efforts in the endeavour to win the 
individual’s allegiance to himself, and is actively work­
ing all the time so that all men, if only they will, can 
inherit the glorious destiny He plans for them. But of 
course the conditions must be maintained. The man 
must realise, as Elihu says here, that the practice of 
sin or the violation of the apparently most trivial of 
God’s laws will profit him not. A full and hearty ac­
ceptance of the place in creation for which God has 
made him is the only possible attitude of heart for 
every man. So on the basis of his repentance the 
past is blotted out, he is delivered from eternal con­
demnation, and he enters into eternal life.

That condition of eternal felicity is eloquently 
summed up in the two preceding verses which Elihu, 
in his enthusiasm for the final outcome, had to utter 
before he could settle down more quietly to the basis 
in verses 27-28 which makes that outcome possible. 
“His flesh shall be fresher than a child's, he shall






